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  The keynote speaker for  

North Carolina NOW’s 2021 

virtual state conference will 

be state Representative Julie 

von Haefen who represents 

state House District 36 in 

Wake County. 

 Serving her second term 

in the legislature, Rep. von 

Haefen has emerged as a 

strong advocate for women 

education, and health care 

coverage.   She is a major 

sponsor of House Bill 188, 

which would remove medi-

cally unnecessary restrictions 

on abortion in North Carolina 

law.  In a press statement on 

the bill, she noted:    

“If someone needs an abor-

tion, North Carolina has fif-

teen different barriers in 

place to prevent that person 

from receiving necessary 

medical care.   These barri-

ers have led to provider 

shortages and inadequate 

public health infrastructure. 

And the COVID-19 pandemic 

has only exacerbated these 

issues.  The N[orth] C[arolina] 

[General] A[ssembly] should 

be expanding access to 

health care, not restricting it.”  

 Rep. von Haefen is also a 

lead sponsor on the bill for 

North Carolina to ratify the 

Equal Rights Amendment to 

the U. S. Constitution (ERA), 

the North Carolina Momnibus 

Act, a bill that addresses the  

Black maternal health crisis, 

the NC Healthy Pregnancy 

Act, a bill that would protect 

pregnant people and new 

mothers against discrimina-

tion on the job, and others.  

 Before becoming a legis-

lator, Rep. von Haefen 

worked as an attorney and 

became  PTA leader at the 

school, county and state lev-

els when her children entered 

school.  She is also a certified 

Guardian ad Litem in Wake. 

 She is a valuable source 

of information about bills and 

the legislative process 

through her Twitter and face-

book accounts. She ex-

pressed her frustration and 

described exactly what was 
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happening with the budget pro-

cess in a tweet: 

“The full Republican  House budget 

was released at 5:22 am  last night.  

Here we are at 9 am, expected to 

vote today.  A 600+ page budget 

written behind closed door can on-

ly mean one thing—it represents 

the priorities of a few & it can’t be 

good for the majority of NC’ians.   

  Rep. von Haefen uses social me-

dia and also writes op-eds to com-

municate problems with bills and 

processes. Her op-ed from 8/31/21 

on inappropriateness of taxpayer 

money going to Crisis Pregnancy 

Centers is excellent! 
 The conference itself will be a 

virtual conference via Zoom to 

make sure everyone will be safe.  It 

begins in the evening of Friday, Oc-

tober 15 and continues on the 

morning of Saturday, October 16, 

from 9 am until 1pm in the after-

noon.  Find more information and 

updates on the conference at:  

northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/

conferences/.  Register for the con-

ference using the form on page 

three of this newsletter or online at 

https://bit.ly/3CcgJGT.  

 Don’t miss this opportunity to 

hear Rep. von Haefen speak.  She 

is a dynamic and inspiring speaker. 

You will also have the opportunity 

to hear other speakers, attend  vir-

tual panel discussions on important 

issues we are facing here in N. C. 

and learn how you can take action 

and make your voice heard. 
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SCOTUS Lets Anti-Abortion, Vigilante Bill Become Law in TX 

Senate Bill 8 out of Texas was outrageously un-

constitutional and outrageously dangerous. This 

is a six week abortion ban, known in politics as a 

“fetal heartbeat ban” even though there is no 

fetus yet and there is no heart.  This ban will stop 

almost all abortions before women even know 

they are pregnant, months before viability. But 

the worst part of this ban is that it puts all powers 

of enforcement into the hands of private citi-

zens, could be anybody, and offers them finan-

cial incentive to interfere with pregnant women, 

medical staff, even Uber drivers. As Justice Sonia 

Sotomayor wrote in her dissent,  

“The Texas Legislature has deputized the State’s 

citizens as bounty hunters, offering them cash 

prizes for civilly prosecuting their neighbors’ 

medical procedures.”  

 

Looking at the ban itself—6 weeks of gestation is 

about 4 weeks after fertilization. There is no fetus 

at this point, it’s an embryo. The embryo is the 

size of a lentil! This ban would prevent 85%-90% 

of Texas women who want to have an abortion 

from doing so. There are no exceptions for rape 

or incest. There are no exceptions for children.   

 

The Supreme Court let this act become law by 

refusing to do their duty to stop it. It is unconstitu-

tional on many levels—none of which were even 

reviewed by courts. At a minimum, SCOTUS 

should have stayed implementation of the Act 

to allow lower courts to evaluate these issues. 

 

A six week abortion ban was filed in North Caro-

lina in March, 2021, House Bill 31. Interesting for 

lawmakers to propose a 6 week abortion ban 

when NC’s 20 week abortion ban was struck 

down as unconstitutional in 2019.  

 

This cannot stand. Women all over the country 

are rising up against this travesty that introduces 

vigilante monitoring of women’s medical proce-

dures and jailing of doctors. At least Merrick Gar-

land and the Department of Justice are suing 

Texas to stop it. Meanwhile, women are organiz-

ing protests in North Carolina and around the 

country on October 2. Some protests have al-

ready taken place. Read about NC’s protests at 

https://wp.me/p22b2e-3tO. Raleigh may have three!  

Women’s Equality Day Events on 8/26/21  

Women’s organizations around the state rec-

ognized Women’s Equality Day, which is when 

some women finally got the right to vote in 

1920. NC NOW helped organize and NC NOW 

President, Gailya Paliga, was one of the speak-

ers at the ERA-NC Alliance event in Raleigh. 

Fayetteville NOW held an event online which 

went an extra 1.5 hours because members 

were so engaged. Moore County had a rally 

and march to speak to their representative 

about the need for Equal Rights Amendment. 

 

101 years after the 19th Amendment, women 

are CELEBRATING women’s right to vote and 

DEMANDING the Equal Rights Amendment, 

ERA, become law. 

             Photo Credit: Gailya Paliga 
Women and allies across the state joined to-

gether on the grounds of the Legislative Build-

ing at 10am to demand that members of the 

General Assembly finally vote to ratify the 

Equal Rights Amendment. Women are not will-

ing to wait any longer for equal rights. Pictures 

and speakers at https://wp.me/p22b2e-3uh. 

White beachballs that said “ERA YES” were a 

big hit at the event.  

 
 Proposed NC NOW Bylaws Changes 

Update bylaws to allow for and to accommo-

date virtual meetings, also known as meetings 

conducted through technology assisted com-

munications. See details of proposed changes 

at https://wp.me/P22b2e-3vn. 
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2021 NOW Virtual State Conference 
Friday, October 15, and Saturday, October 16, through Zoom 

Standing Strong NOW 
 

We are looking forward to our second virtual conference. As in past conferences, we will   

have a keynote speaker, panel discussions, and workshops, along with a short business 

meeting , which will include the election of officers for next year.  There will also be ice 

breakers and entertainment.  We hope you will consider a sponsorship to support the 

conference.  Your support will move NC NOW’s work forward at this critical time. 

2021 NC NOW Conference Registration Form 
Make checks payable to NC NOW and mail by October 8th, 2021, to:   

NC NOW State Conference, c/o Roberta Waddle, 3941 Gainey Rd., Fayetteville, NC 28306   

Online registration is available at https://bit.ly/3CcgJGT. 
 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Member:  Yes: _____     No: ______     Not Sure: ______  Chapter: _______________________________________ 

 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ______________________________________________________State:  ________ ZIP:  _____________________ 

 

Phone:  ______________________________________Email:  _______________________________________________ 

 

Registration for 2021 NC NOW Conference:  
 Member Registration fee $20                                                                       $____________________ 

 Special Non-Member Student Registration $5                                           $____________________ 

 Member Registration using Sliding Scale, $0-$19                                       $____________________ 

Special Sponsors—Includes Registration Fees 
Sponsorships are available to individuals, businesses, and organizations.  Sponsored will be featured in 

the Conference Program, and on the NC NOW website, and during the conference.  NC NOW reserves 

the right to reject sponsors that it deems in conflict with its mission. 

 234th Anniversary of the U. S. Constitution (signed Sept. 17 1787):           $234     ____________________ 

 101st Anniversary of the 19th Amendment (certified August 26, 1920):  $101    ____________________   

 55th Anniversary of the NOW (founded in 1966):                            $  55   _____________________  

 50th Anniversary of North Carolina ratifying 19th amendment (1971):   $  50   _____________________  

 Feminists’s Choice ($30 or more, your choice):                                         $         ____________________  

 I can’t attend, but here’s my contribution to help with costs:   _____________________ 

 

 Check Enclosed.  $________________________ 

 

 Or Charge your Visa or Master Card (Please circle one) 

Card Number ____________________________________ Exp. Date:  ___________ Security Code: _____________ 

 

Amount Charged:  __________________________  Signature:  ___________________________________________ _ 

 

To register or become a sponsor online, go to: https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/conferences/.   

To register or pay by mail, follow instructions at the top of the form. 

To register by email if you’re using credit card, email form with credit card info to rwaddle@nc.rr.com. 

https://bit.ly/3CcgJGT
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/conferences/
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     MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 

full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 

and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   

Address:  _____________________________________   

City: _____________________ State: __________ Zip: _____________  

Home Phone: _________________________Work Phone: _________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 
 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 

 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 

    (NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 

 Note: Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels 

   I want to make a donation to local NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 

   Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: NC NOW, PO Box 24995, Raleigh, NC  27611 


