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This week saw the introduction of what is probably an historic number of bills to protect 
LGBTQ rights. All are much needed and way overdue. Bills further restricting women’s 
reproductive rights were also introduced. 

After the so-called “bathroom bill,” the notorious HB2, was overturned in court, the 
legislature repealed only the bathroom section of the bill.  It left in place the section 
that prohibited local governments from passing non-discrimination ordinances to 
protect the rights of LGBTQ people.  A bill has been introduced (HB 451/SB 438) to fully 
repeal HB2.

The LGBTQ or gay panic defense has been used successfully in court to sway juries in 
cases involving violent acts against LGBTQ victims.  It argues that the violent action 
was triggered by the actual or perceived sex, gender, gender identity, or sexual 
orientation of the victim and, therefore, the accused should not be held accountable 
for an assault or even murder.  It is “blame the victim” carried to its ultimate extreme.  
A bill (HB 449/SB409) has been introduced that would prohibit using this defense in 
North Carolina.

Conversion therapy is a practice using physical, psychological, or spiritual techniques 
to change the sexual orientation of an LGBTQ person to heterosexual—popularly 
called “pray the gay away.” There is no credible evidence that a person’s sexual 
orientation can be changed, but plenty of evidence that conversion therapy can do 
damage.  The Mental Health Protection Act would prohibit using conversion therapy 
on anyone under the age of eighteen or who has a mental disability.

North Carolina’s anti-discrimination law covers only a limited number of areas and a 
very limited number of people—women are not protected from discrimination on 
account of gender and LGBTQ people are also unprotected.  The Equality for All Act 
aims to protect all North Carolinians from discrimination in housing, employment, 
public accommodations, credit, insurance, education, and jury service.  

In addition to bills expanding civil rights, bills further restricting women’s reproductive 
rights were also introduced.  One bill (SB 404) would require physicians who perform
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medical abortions to distribute state-produced materials with the false and misleading 
claim that the procedure is reversible.  The Born-Alive Survivors Protection Act (SB 405) 
claims to protect babies born alive after an abortion procedure from being killed by 
the doctor.  Of course, any doctor who would commit such a criminal act can be 
prosecuted for murder under existing law.  Yet another bill with an inflammatory title, 
Human Life Non-Discrimination/No Eugenics Act (HB453,) prohibits abortion on 
account of the actual or presumed racial identity of the fetus and in cases where 
Down syndrome is detected or suspected.

HOUSE BILLS

HB 8 (=SB15) NC Adopt ERA:  An act to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment to the U. S. 
Constitution.  
1/28/21:  House Rules

HB 31 Detected Heartbeat/Prohibit Abortion:  An act to prohibit abortion after the embryo has 
a “detectable heartbeat” except in medical emergencies.  This bill is a de facto ban on all 
abortions because a “fetal heartbeat” can be detected at six to seven weeks of pregnancy—
generally before a woman even knows she is pregnant.  The term “fetal heartbeat” itself is 
controversial because at six weeks the embryonic cardio-vascular system is so immature that 
what is present has been described as “a group of cells with electrical activity.”  Another 
problem with these bills is that when a so-called “heartbeat” can be detected varies widely 
depending on the technology used. In 2015 North Dakota’s fetal heartbeat bill was ruled 
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.  New versions have been re-introduced in several 
states in hopes that one will reach the Supreme Court and be upheld.                                                                                                                                         
2/01/21:  Health; if fav, Judiciary 1; if fav, Rules

HB 33 Broaden Applicability of DV Statutes:  It is shocking, but North Carolina’s current 
domestic violence statutes apply only to couples of the opposite sex—which means same sex 
couples are denied both protection and services.  This act remedies the situation by removing 
gendered language from the law.
2.02/21:  Judiciary 3; if fav. Rules

HB 41 (=SB35) Amend Lawful Age to Marry/18 Years of Age: An overdue reform of North 
Carolina’s marriage law that currently allows marriage at age 16 with parental consent and at 
age 14 if there has been cohabitation, pregnancy or a child born to the parties who marry.  
This law would raise the age to 18 with no exceptions.
2/03/21:  Families, Children, and Aging; if fav. Rules

HB 158:  Constitutional Amendment/Life at Fertilization:  Would amend the North Carolina state 
constitution to define human life as beginning at fertilization.  Many Human Life Amendments 
define human life as beginning at implantation, but this one is much more drastic.  It defines 
human life as beginning before a fertilized egg implants on the uterine wall.  In short, it defines 
human life as beginning before pregnancy.
2/25/2021:  Judiciary 1; if fav. Rules
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HB170 (= SB165) North Carolina CROWN Act: Prohibits employment discrimination based traits 
historically associated with race, hair texture, or hairstyle.
03/01/2021:  Judiciary 2; if fav. Rules

HB 188 (=SB167) Remove Barriers/Gain Access to Abortion Act (“RBG Act”):  Makes technical 
changes to North Carolina’s abortion law and also: (1) Allows nurse practitioners, physician 
assistants, and certified nurse midwives as well as physicians to perform abortions; (2) Repeals 
the requirement for biased counseling and a 72-hour waiting period prior to obtaining an 
abortion; (3) Repeals the ban on insurance/funding for abortion care in Affordable Care Act 
plans in North Carolina (also banned by the federal Hyde Amendment), in the state employee 
health plan, and in plans offered to municipal and county employees; and (4) Repeals the 
ban on abortions provided through telemedicine.
03/02/2021:  House Rules

HB 354 Hate Crimes Prevention Act:  Would increase the scope and punishment of hate 
crimes; require the State Bureau of Investigation to create and maintain a hate crimes 
database; require the N. C, Justice Academy to develop and provide law enforcement 
officers with training on identifying responding to, and reporting hate crimes; and require the 
Conference of District Attorneys of N. C. to develop and provide training to prosecutors on 
how to prosecute hate crimes.  Expands North Carolina’s hate crimes law to include ethnicity, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, disability, and sexual orientation.  Defines new 
offense of felonious assault as a hate crime.
03/23/2021:  Judiciary 1; if fav. House Rules

HB 358 Save Women’s Sports Act:  An act to discriminate against trans women by barring them 
from competing on women’s school athletic teams at all levels.
03/21/2021:  Judiciary 3; if fav Education – Universities; if fav. Education – K-12; if fav House 
Rules

HB 426 Independent Redistricting Process:  Calls for an Amendment to the North Caroina 
Constitution to create the North Carolina Citizens Redistricting Commission and to make 
conforming changes to the General Statutes.  Sets forth detailed legislation to accomplish this 
goal.
03/29/21:  House Rules

HB 437 Fair Maps Act: Would remove the redistricting from the hands of the General Assembly 
and proposes an amendment to the North Carolina Constitution to create the North Carolina 
Citizens Redistricting Commission and to make conforming changes to the General Statutes.  
Calls for the General Assembly to write legislation to accomplish this goal.
03/30/2021:  House Rules

HB 446 Safeguarding Voting Rights: Would establish automatic voter registration by certain 
agencies.
03/31/2021:  House Rules
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HB 449 (= SB 409)  Prohibit Defense Based on Sex or Gender:  Would prohibit a defense to a 
homicide or assault based on the discovery of, perception of, or belief about another person’s 
sex, gender, gender identity, or sexual orientation.  Would eliminate what is popularly called 
the “gay panic” defense.
03/31/2021:  House Rules

HB 450 (= SB 396) Equality for All:  Would protect all North Carolinians from discrimination in 
housing, employment, public accommodations, credit, insurance, education, and jury service.
03/31/2021:  Rules

HB 451 (= SB 438) Full Repeal of HB2:  Would fully repeal the notorious HB2, the so-called 
“bathroom bill” that discriminated against trans people.  
03/31/2021:  House Rules

HB 452 (= SB 392) Mental Health Protection Act:  Would outlaw using “conversion therapy” to 
alter the sexual orientation of anyone under the age of 18 or who has a mental disability.
03/31/2021:  House Rules

HB 453 Human Life Non-Discrimination Act/No Eugenics:  Would expand the existing statute 
that prohibits abortion for the purpose of sex selection to also prohibit abortions based on the 
actual or presumed racial make-up of the fetus or the presence or presumed presence of 
Downs syndrome.
03/31/2021:  House Rules

HB 470 Medicaid Expansion:  Would expand Medicaid coverage to cover those eligible under 
the Affordable Care Act.  States had an option whether or not to do this.  North Carolina 
opted out.
04/012021: House Rules

HB473 Revise Laws/Safe Surrender/Infants:  Expands the number of individuals to whom a 
woman who is unable to keep her child may surrender the child.  
04/01/2021:  Families, Children, and Aging Policy; if fav, Health, if fav, Rules

HB 485 (= SB 459): Amend 1 Year Separation/Repeal Alienation of Affection/Criminal 
Conversation:  Would reduce the period of separation required for absolute divorce from one 
year to 6 months and eliminate it for uncontested divorce where there are no minor children; 
allow parties to cohabit for financial reasons; and abolish the common law civil actions of 
alienation of affection and criminal conversation.
04/01/2021:  Filed

SENATE BILLS

SB 15 (=HB8) NC ADOPT ERA:  An act to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment to the U. S. 
Constitution.
1/28/21:   Senate Rules
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SB 35 (=HB41) Amend Lawful Age to Marry/18 Years of Age:  An overdue reform of North 
Carolina’s marriage law that currently allows marriage at age 16 with parental consent and at 
age 14 if there has been cohabitation, pregnancy or a child born to the parties who marry.  
This law would raise the age to 18 with no exceptions.
02/02/2021:  Senate Rules

SB165 (=HB170):  North Carolina CROWN Act: Prohibits employment discrimination based traits 
historically associated with race, hair texture, or hairstyle.
03/012021:  Senate Rules

SB 167 (=HB 188): Remove Barriers/Gain Access to Abortion Act (“RBG Act”):  Makes technical 
changes to North Carolina’s abortion law and also: (1) Allows nurse practitioners, physician 
assistants, and certified nurse midwives as well as physicians to perform abortions; (2) Repeals 
the requirement for biased counseling and a 72-hour waiting period prior to obtaining an 
abortion; (3) Repeals the ban on insurance/funding for abortion care in Affordable Care Act 
plans in North Carolina (also banned by the federal Hyde Amendment), in the state employee 
health plan, and in plans offered to municipal and county employees; and (4) Repeals the 
ban on abortions provided through telemedicine.
03/02/2021:  Senate Rules

SB 190 Prohibit Weapons at Voting Place: Would prohibit weapons at voting places whether 
carried openly or concealed.
03/08/2021:  Senate Rules

SB 199 Freedom from Abuse:  Would require public schools to provide students information and 
resources on child neglect and abuse, including sexual abuse.
03/09/21:  Senate Rules

SB 326 Election Integrity Act: In spite of its pious title this bill actually a voter suppression 
measure that would restrict absentee voting in a variety of ways.  It would prohibit boards of 
election to accept any absentee ballots after 5 pm on election day or the date of the primary 
no matter when they were mailed.  Voters would need to request an absentee ballot the 
Tuesday two weeks prior to the election.  Absentee voters would also need to include a 
photocopy of their photo identification.  If a voter becomes sick or disabled after two weeks 
before election day, the person, a relative, or guardian may come personally to the board of 
elections to request an absentee ballot until 5 pm the night before the election.  All ballots 
must be returned before 5:00 pm on election day or the date of the primary.  Thes
deadlines do not affect military or overseas voters.  The bill would also establish a 5 million 
dollar fund to provide a photo ID for those who need it.  Finally, it prevents boards of elections 
from collecting donations from private sources to pay for temporary employees to help with 
elections.
03/22/2021:  Redistricting and Elections; if fav Senate Rules   

SB 364 Automatic Voter Registration Act:  Provides for automatic voter registration at drivers 
license offices, public agencies, community colleges, and colleges and universities of the 
University of North Carolina and requires the State Board of Elections to implement an 
outreach program to inform citizens about automatic voter registration.
03/29/2021:  Senate Rules
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SB 392 = (HB 452) Mental Health Protection Act:  Would outlaw using “conversion therapy” to 
alter the sexual orientation of anyone under the age of 18 or who has a mental disability.
03/31/2021:  Senate Rules

SB 396 (=HB 450) Equality for All:  Would protect all North Carolinians from discrimination in 
housing, employment, public accommodations, credit, insurance, education, and jury service.
03/30/2021:  Senate Rules

SBl 402 Close the Medicaid Coverage Gap:  Would Expand Medicaid to cover those eligible 
under the Affordable Care Act. States had the option whether or not to opt in.  North Carolina 
opted out.
03/31/2021:  Senate Rules

SB 404 A Second Chance for LIFE:  Would require physicians who perform medical abortions to 
distribute written material  from the Department of Health and Human Services giving false 
information about reversing the procedure.  
03/31/2021:  Senate Rules

SB 405 Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act:  A totally unnecessary bill since anyone 
who kills a kill babies born alive after an abortion procedure.
03/31/2021:  Senate Rules

 SB 409 (=HB 449)  Prohibit Defense Based on Sex or Gender:  Would prohibit a defense to a 
homicide or assault based on the discovery of, perception of, or belief about another person’s 
sex, gender, gender identity, or sexual orientation.  Would eliminate what is popularly called 
the “gay panic” defense.
03/31/2021:  Senate Rules

SB 431 Permanent DV Protective Orders:  Would allow permanent domestic protective orders 
that would remain in effect for the lifetime of the person subject to the order.  
04/01/2021: Senate Rules

SB 438 (=HB 451) Full Repeal of HB2:  Would fully repeal the notorious HB2, the so-called 
“bathroom bill” that discriminated against trans people.  
04/01/2021:  Senate Rules

SB 439 Hate Crimes Prevention Act: Would increase the scope and punishment of hate crimes; 
require the State Bureau of Investigation to create and maintain a hate crimes statistics 
database; require the N.C. Justice Academy to develop and provide law enforcement 
officers with training on identifying, responding to, and reporting hate crimes; andj require the 
Conference of District Attorneys of N. C. to provide training to prosecutors on how to 
prosecute hate crimes.

SB 445 Domestic Violence Victims’ Separation Waiver:  Would waive the one-year separation 
requirement for absolute divorce when a person in a marriage is a victim of domestic violence 
and appropriate funds for an awareness campaign.
04/01/2021:  Senate Rules
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SB 447 Living Wage for NC Workers:  Would raise the state minimum wage to fifteen dollars per 
hour over five years, then annually adjust the minimum wage automatically by increases in the 
cost of living; end the subminimum wage for individuals with disabilities; amend the 
subminimum wage for tipped workers; and end the exemption for domestic workers.
04/01/21:  Senate Rules

HB 485 SB 457 Healthy Families and Workplaces/Paid Sick Days: Would ensure that all workers 
have earned paid sick days to address their own health needs and those of their families.
04/012021:  Filed

SB 459 (=HB 485): Amend 1 Year Separation/Repeal Alienation of Affection/Criminal 
Conversation:  Would reduce the period of separation required for absolute divorce from one 
year to 6 months and eliminate it for uncontested divorce where there are no minor children; 
allow parties to cohabit for financial reasons; and abolish the common law civil actions of 
alienation of affection and criminal conversation.
04/01/2021:  Filed


