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Governor Cooper has submitted his budget.  North Carolina did not suffer the predicted 

revenue shortfall due to the pandemic; our reserve funds are flush with 5 billion dollars; and 

projections are rosy.  The Governor’s budget includes substantial pay raises for teachers, 

smaller raises for state employees, restoring the earned income tax credit, raising the state 

minimum wage to $15 an hour, and expanding Medicaid.   For more details, see:  

https://www.wral.com/raises-bonuses-for-teachers-state-workers-in-cooper-s-budget-

plan/19592329/. But Republicans have other plans—more tax cuts.  See:  

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/article250132909.html. 

A bill (HB 354) has been introduced to expand the scope and increase the penalties in North 

Carolina’s hate crime law. Women are not included in the existing hate crime law.  This bill 

would include gender and also ethnicity, gender identity, gender expression, disability, and 

sexual orientation—all categories not covered by our present law.  In addition, the bill would 

define a new offense, felonious assault, as a hate crime. 

Republican Senators grilled State Elections Director Karen Brinson Bell for over two hours in 

committee over the settlement to a lawsuit that extended the time that absentee ballots 

would be accepted and counted.  The settlement of the lawsuit was negotiated by the 

Attorney General’s office and attorneys for the State Board of Elections.  Initially, the bi-

partisan State Board of Elections endorsed the settlement unanimously, but the Republican 

members recanted and resigned after pressure from legislators.  The Senators are incensed 

because they believe the settlement infringed on their rights as legislators, and a bill (SB 360) 

has been introduced that will ban the Attorney General from settling lawsuits that name 

legislative leaders without including the legislators in the negotiations.  For more details, see:  

https://www.wral.com/senate-republicans-stewing-over-absentee-ballot-changes-roast-state-

elections-director/19590616/ 

Democrats are beginning to respond to the mis-named Republican Election integrity Act (SB 

326) which is actually a bill to suppress the vote on a number of fronts.  Sen. Mike Woodard has 

introduced Senate Bill 364, Automatic Voter Registration Act to simplify voter registration.  

Democrats promise more bills to make voting more accessible.  For more details, see:  

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/north-carolina/articles/2021-03-25/senate-

democrats-pitch-bills-to-expand-voting-access-in-nc 
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North Carolina Republicans have joined the national movement to bar trans women from 

participating in school sports by introducing HB 358, Save Women’s Sports Act.  The heart of 

the argument of this movement is that testosterone is magic male juice that makes males  

better athletes than females.  The facts are actually much more complicated than that. This is 

yet another example of fake science being used to justify discrimination.  For an examination 

of the false arguments used to justify this kind of ban and a survey of what science actually 

shows, see:  https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/the-movement-to-exclude-

trans-girls-from-sports. 

 

HOUSE BILLS 

HB8 (=SB15) NC Adopt ERA:  An act to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment to the U. S. 

Constitution.   

1/28/21:  House Rules 

HB31 Detected Heartbeat/Prohibit Abortion:  An act to prohibit abortion after the embryo has 

a “detectable heartbeat” except in medical emergencies.  This bill is a de facto ban on all 

abortions because a “fetal heartbeat” can be detected at six to seven weeks of pregnancy—

generally before a woman even knows she is pregnant.  The term “fetal heartbeat” itself is 

controversial because at six weeks the embryonic cardio-vascular system is so immature that 

what is present has been described as “a group of cells with electrical activity.”  Another 

problem with these bills is that when a so-called “heartbeat” can be detected varies widely 

depending on the technology used. In 2015 North Dakota’s fetal heartbeat bill was ruled 

unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.  New versions have been re-introduced in several 

states in hopes that one will reach the Supreme Court and be upheld.                                                                                                                                         

2/01/21:  Health; if fav, Judiciary 1; if fav, Rules 

 

HB33 Broaden Applicability of DV Statutes:  It is shocking, but North Carolina’s current domestic 

violence statutes apply only to couples of the opposite sex—which means same sex couples 

are denied both protection and services.  This act remedies the situation by removing 

gendered language from the law. 

2.02/21:  Judiciary 3; if fav. Rules 

 

HB41 (=SB35) Amend Lawful Age to Marry/18 Years of Age: An overdue reform of North 

Carolina’s marriage law that currently allows marriage at age 16 with parental consent and at 

age 14 if there has been cohabitation, pregnancy or a child born to the parties who marry.  

This law would raise the age to 18 with no exceptions. 

2/03/21:  Families, Children, and Aging; if fav. Rules 

 

HB158:  Constitutional Amendment/Life at Fertilization:  Would amend the North Carolina state 

constitution to define human life as beginning at fertilization.  Many Human Life Amendments 

define human life as beginning at implantation, but this one is much more drastic.  It defines 

human life as beginning before a fertilized egg implants on the uterine wall.  In short, it defines 

human life as beginning before pregnancy. 

2/25/2021:  Judiciary 1; if fav. Rules 

 

HB170 (= SB165) North Carolina CROWN Act: Prohibits employment discrimination based traits 

historically associated with race, hair texture, or hairstyle. 

03/01/2021:  Judiciary 2; if fav. Rules 
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HB188 (=SB167) Remove Barriers/Gain Access to Abortion Act (“RBG Act”):  Makes technical 

changes to North Carolina’s abortion law and also: (1) Allows nurse practitioners, physician 

assistants, and certified nurse midwives as well as physicians to perform abortions; (2) Repeals 

the requirement for biased counseling and a 72-hour waiting period prior to obtaining an 

abortion; (3) Repeals the ban on insurance/funding for abortion care in Affordable Care Act 

plans in North Carolina (also banned by the federal Hyde Amendment), in the state employee 

health plan, and in plans offered to municipal and county employees; and (4) Repeals the 

ban on abortions provided through telemedicine. 

03/02/2021:  House Rules 
 

HB354 Hate Crimes Prevention Act:  Would increase the scope and punishment of hate crimes; 

require the State Bureau of Investigation to create and maintain a hate crimes database; 

require the N. C, Justice Academy to develop and provide law enforcement officers with 

training on identifying responding to, and reporting hate crimes; and require the Conference 

of District Attorneys of N. C. to develop and provide training to prosecutors on how to 

prosecute hate crimes.  Expands North Carolina’s hate crimes law to include ethnicity, gender, 

gender identity, gender expression, disability, and sexual orientation.  Defines new offense of 

felonious assault as a hate crime. 

03/23/2021:  Judiciary 1; if fav. House Rules 

 

HB358 Save Women’s Sports Act:  An act to discriminate against trans women by barring them 

from competing on women’s school athletic teams at all levels. 

03/21/2021:  Judiciary 3; if fav Education – Universities; if fav. Education – K-12; if fav House 

Rules 

 

SENATE BILLS 

 

SB15 (=HB8) NC ADOPT ERA:  An act to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment to the U. S. 

Constitution. 

1/28/21:   Senate Rules 

 

SB35 (=HB41) Amend Lawful Age to Marry/18 Years of Age:  An overdue reform of North 

Carolina’s marriage law that currently allows marriage at age 16 with parental consent and at 

age 14 if there has been cohabitation, pregnancy or a child born to the parties who marry.  

This law would raise the age to 18 with no exceptions. 

02/02/2021:  Senate Rules 

 

SB165 (=HB170):  North Carolina CROWN Act: Prohibits employment discrimination based traits 

historically associated with race, hair texture, or hairstyle. 

02/25/2021:  Filed 

 

SB 167 (=HB 188): Remove Barriers/Gain Access to Abortion Act (“RBG Act”):  Makes technical 

changes to North Carolina’s abortion law and also: (1) Allows nurse practitioners, physician 

assistants, and certified nurse midwives as well as physicians to perform abortions; (2) Repeals 

the requirement for biased counseling and a 72-hour waiting period prior to obtaining an 

abortion; (3) Repeals the ban on insurance/funding for abortion care in Affordable Care Act 
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plans in North Carolina (also banned by the federal Hyde Amendment), in the state employee 

health plan, and in plans offered to municipal and county employees; and (4) Repeals the 

ban on abortions provided through telemedicine. 

03/02/2021:  Senate Rules 

 

SB190 Prohibit Weapons at Voting Place: Would prohibit weapons at voting places whether 

carried openly or concealed. 

03/08/2021:  Senate Rules 

 

SB199 Freedom from Abuse:  Would require public schools to provide students information and 

resources on child neglect and abuse, including sexual abuse. 

03/09/21:  Senate Rules 

 

SB 326 Election Integrity Act: In spite of its pious title, this bill is actually a voter suppression 

measure that would restrict absentee voting in a variety of ways.  It would prohibit boards of 

election to accept any absentee ballots after 5 pm on election day or the date of the primary 

no matter when they were mailed.  Voters would need to request an absentee ballot the 

Tuesday two weeks prior to the election.  Absentee voters would also need to include a 

photocopy of their photo identification.  If a voter becomes sick or disabled after two weeks 

before election day, the person, a relative, or guardian may come personally to the board of 

elections to request an absentee ballot until 5 pm the night before the election.  All ballots 

must be returned before 5:00 pm on election day or the date of the primary.  These deadlines 

do not affect military or overseas voters.  The bill would also establish a 5 million dollar fund to 

provide a photo ID for those who need it.  Finally, it prevents boards of elections from 

collecting donations from private sources to pay for temporary employees to help with 

elections. 

03/22/2021:  Redistricting and Elections; if fav Senate Rules    

 

SB 364 Automatic Voter Registration Act:  Provides for automatic voter registration at drivers 

license offices, public agencies, community colleges, and colleges and universities of the 

University of North Carolina and requires the State Board of Elections to implement an 

outreach program to inform citizens about automatic voter registration. 

03/21/2021:  Filed 

 


