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NOW President Christian Nunes to Keynote Conference 

 Christian Nunes, President of NOW, is the 

keynote speaker at the North Carolina NOW 

state conference. The conference theme is 

“Voting Our Future NOW,” and Nunes will 

speak on voting and voter suppression and 

her vision for NOW as we face 

the most important election in 

our lifetime. 

 The conference itself will be 

a virtual conference via Zoom 

to make sure everyone will be 

safe.  It will begin the evening 

of Friday, October 9, and con-

tinue from the morning of Oc-

tober 10 until 1 pm.  Find more 

information and updates on 

the conference at: 

northcarolinanow.  

wordpress.com/conferences/. 

 Nunes brings to NOW a 

wide range of experience. She 

has been a long-time advo-

cate for social justice and 

equality for women and girls 

and has served as National 

NOW’s Executive Vice Presi-

dent and Chair of NOW’s Racial Justice Task 

Force.   

 As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, she is 

an advocate for mental health policy. n 

Phoenix, AZ, she chaired the Mayor’s Com-

mission on Disability Issues and co-authored 

a community survey on police response to 

crisis. Nunes is often featured in media out-

lets including Ebony, Yahoo News, & others. 

 An experienced businesswoman with an 

MBA, she founded a behavioral health and 

consulting  practice in  2006  where  she as-

sisted social services and behavioral health 

companies and also provided  direct mental 

health services to individuals and families.   

 Nunes sees being a Black President of NOW as 

an opportunity to amplify the voices of women 

of color and lead NOW to become “a truly inclu-

sive intersectional movement.”    

   She adds, “If we want to 

truly embrace an inclusive, 

intersectional movement, it 

takes critical work, building 

and sustaining trust, safety, 

and true allyship.  It takes a 

willingness to understand 

that despite our differ-

ences, our value is the 

same and all our voices 

deserve to be heard.  We 

must remember why we 

became activists and do 

more to ensure we keep 

moving forward.” 

 Register for the confer-

ence using the form on 

page 3 inside this newslet-

ter, or register online at: 

bit.ly/justiceNC.  
Panel—How Can The Mili-

tary #MeToo Improve Fayetteville & Fort Bragg? 

Friday, 10/9 at 6:45pm. 

Panelists discuss what's going on in the military 

with Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment and 

what is needed. Including insights into Fay-

etteville and Fort Bragg. Panelists are Executive 

Director and victim advocate Deanne Gerdes of 

Rape Crisis of Cumberland County; Cynthia Mix-

on, Rape Crisis Board Member and Fayetteville 

NOW Member; and Captain Erin Scanlon 

(retired) who served at Fort Bragg for five years. 

Scanlon is a rape survivor who alleges the mili-

tary mishandled her rape case.  The disappear-

ance of Pvt Vanessa Guillén sparked a military 

#MeToo movement in 2020. 
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Racial Injustice in the Justice System, Dr. Valerie Ann Johnson  

medical abortions; 

 (4) A requirement that providers deliver 

state-mandated biased counseling with no 

medical benefit to their patients and which, 

in some cases, could do harm; 

 (5) A mandatory delay for patients seeking 

an abortion of at least 72 hours after they  

receive state-mandated information. 

 It is significant that this case has been filed 

in a North Carolina court instead of a federal 

court and that protection of women’s rights is 

being sought under the North Carolina Con-

stitution instead of the U.S. Constitution.  With 

the issue of abortion being used as a litmus 

test for the appointment of federal judges, 

there is reason to believe that this lawsuit will 

fare better in state than in federal court. 
  

Proposed NC NOW Bylaws Changes 

Update bylaws to allow for and to accom-

modate virtual meetings, also known as 

meetings conducted through technology as-

sisted communications. See details of pro-

posed changes at https://wp.me/P22b2e-2Rj. 

 A lawsuit filed by the American Civil Liber-

ties Union of North Carolina (ACLU-NC) along 

with abortion providers and reproductive jus-

tice organizations is challenging several medi-

cally unnecessary restrictions on abortion 

passed over the years.  The suit was filed in 

Wake County Superior Court. 

 These restrictions have pushed abortion out 

of reach in N.C. & have stigmatized essential 

health care. The suit holds that the restrictions 

deny basic rights guaranteed under the North 

Carolina Constitution  and disproportionately 

impact communities of color, especially Black 

communities, along with rural communities. 

 According to the ACLU-NC, the challenged 

restrictions include these five: 

 (1) A licensing scheme that arbitrarily singles 

out abortion providers with medically  unnec-

essary and onerous requirements; 

 (2) A ban on qualified advanced practice 

clinicians (APCs), such as physician assistants, 

nurse practitioners, and certified nurse-

midwives from providing abortions; 

 (3) A ban on the use of telehealth for  

 

Lawsuit Challenges Abortion Restrictions in North Carolina 

Dr. Valerie A. Johnson will speak on the systemic violence against women of color at  
the N. C. NOW Conference on Friday, Oct 9, at 7:45pm.  

   The history of policing of people 

of color in America has led to this 

moment where people are rising 

up to assert that Black Lives Mat-

ter. There is a great deal of  focus 

on the killings of Black and Brown 

men. Dr.Johnson will focus on the 

systemic violence against women 

of color, which is usually ignored 

with notable exceptions like Bre-

onna Taylor and Sandra Bland. 

   According to a recent Washing-

ton Post article (9/4/2020) “nearly 

250 women have been fatally 

shot by police since 2015.” Of the 

247 women shot to death, 48 

were Black. Like Breonna Taylor, 

the 26 year old Black woman who was killed 

during raid at 3 a.m. at her home in March, "89 

of the women were [killed] at their homes or 

residences where they sometimes stayed."  

The article also showed that Black women are 

fatally shot at rates much higher than women 

of other races. 

 Another side of the story is the dehumaniza- 

tion of women through the lan-

guage used to refer to them or to 

crimes against them. 

   Dr. Johnson is interim co-director 

for the new “Center for Racial and 

Social Justice” at Shaw University in 

Raleigh. She also serves as Shaw’s 

Dean of the School of Arts, Science 

and Humanities and as a Professor 

of Sociology. While teaching at Ben-

nett College for Women in Greens-

boro, N.C., she served as the Mott 

Distinguished Professor of Women’s 

Studies and the Director of African 

Women’s Studies. Johnson also 

taught at UNC-Chapel Hill. Read 

more - https://wp.me/p22b2e-2R9 .   
Workshops on Oct 10, at 11:25am 

      1. Microadvocacy with Vicky DeGroote  

2. How to Get Feminists Elected with Tammy 

Brunner  3. NOW 101 with Roberta Waddle 

and Cindy Thomson   4. Intersectional Femi-

nism with Kolieka Siegle (CA NOW) 5. Relation-

al Organizing with Sarah Moncelle (Feminist 

Majority) 
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2020 NC NOW Virtual State Conference 
Friday and Saturday, October 9-10, through Zoom 

Voting Our Future NOW 
 

We are looking forward to our first virtual conference.  As in past conferences, we will have a keynote 

speaker, panel discussions and workshops, along with a short business meeting, which will include the elec-

tion of officers for the next year.  There will also be ice breakers and entertainment.  We hope you will 

consider a sponsorship to support the conference. Your support will move NC NOW’s work forward at 

this critical time. 

 

                          2020 NC NOW Virtual State Conference Preregistration Form 

                                                            Make checks payable to NC NOW and mail to: 

                  NC NOW State Conference, c/o Roberta Waddle, 3941 Gainey Rd., Fayetteville, NC 28306 

                                                            Mail by October 3, 2020 

 
  

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Member: Yes______ No:______ Not sure:______     Chapter:  _______________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ______________________________________________________State:  ________ ZIP:  _____________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________________Email:  _______________________________________________ 

Registration for 2020 NC NOW Conference:  
 

  Check here if you are a member of North Carolina NOW/NC NOW. 

  Member Registration: $20                                                                            $______________ 

  Non-Member Registration: $20                                                                         $______________ 

  Special Non-Member Student Registration: $5           $______________ 

      Member Registration:  Sliding Scale, $0 - $19                                      $______________ 
 

Special Sponsors--Includes Registration Fees 
 

Sponsorships are available to  individuals, businesses, and organizations.  Sponsors will be featured in the 

Conference Program, on the NC NOW website, and during the conference. NC NOW reserves the right to 

reject sponsors that it deems in conflict with its mission.  
 

       233rd Anniversary of the U.S. Constitution:  $233 (Signed Sept. 17, 1787)         $_____________ 

      100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment:  $100 (Certified Aug. 26, 1920)    $_____________ 

     55th Anniversary of The Voting Rights Acts:  $55 (Enacted in 1965)               $ ______________ 

       Feminist’s Choice—$30+                            $______________   

  Conference T-Shirt, $20:  Size:  S ____  M ____ L  ____  XL ____  XXL ____            $______________ 
 

  I can’t attend, but here’s my donation to help with costs:                 $______________                             

               
 Check Enclosed:  $________________________ 
 

 Or Charge your Visa, Mastercard, or American Express (Please circle one) 

 
“ 

Card Number:   __________________________Exp Date:  _________ Security Code: ______  Charge:  $________ 

 

Name on Card:  ___________________________________  Signature: _______________________________________  

 

To register or become a sponsor online, go to https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/conferences/ 

To register or pay by mail, follow instructions in the above the form. 

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/conferences
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JOIN NOW! 
 

Count me in!  I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action to bring women into full  

participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges and  

responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Returning member, different name or state? ___________________________________________________ 
___ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________   
 

City: _____________________________________________ State: __________ Zip: __________________  
 

Home Phone: ________________________________Work Phone: ________________________________ 
 

(Important!) E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________  

 

   I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter, or a specific chapter ___________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 

 Annual Dues: $35     $15-$34 -- student / limited income. 

    (NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 

 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 

   I want to make a donation to local NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 

   Amount enclosed: $ ______________  
 

Mail this form and dues to: NC NOW, PO Box 24995, Raleigh, NC  27611  


