
Vanessa Guillen/Probs in Military Speech for Protest on 7/25/20 at 5pm 

 

Hi, my name is Gailya Paliga, and I am president of NC NOW. 

 

I’m here to talk about what happened to SPC Vanessa Guillen, and how wrong it was. 

The speaker before me was Captain Erin Bragg (retired), and she talked about 

Vanessa Guillen. You did not hear how the military interfered with her sexual assault 

case at Ft Bragg. These 2 cases illustrate major problems in the military. I’ll talk a 

little about how proposed changes would help address them. 

 

I want to thank Carmen Gum and Martha Hernandez and Pastor Edgar Vergara 

Millan for their continued activism on behalf of the Latino community. I’ve been 

writing about Vanessa Guillen and looking for protests, and thanks to Erin Scanlon 

and Martha Hernandez, I found not one but 2 in Raleigh today (update: there were 3!).  

 

This is personal 

Who here has a daughter?  

 

My daughter is the same age as Vanessa Guillen was.  

But Vanessa can never grow any older.  

 

What happened to Vanessa Guillen 

You’ve heard the basic story. Let me recap. 

 

Vanessa Guillén was a 20-year-old Army Private First Class when she went missing 

on April 22, from Fort Hood Army Base in TX. She vanished mid-shift, leaving her 

car keys, barracks room key, Army identification card and wallet behind at her 

workspace. The investigation into her disappearance dragged on slowly at best while 

her family pushed for help and answers. (timeline on 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killing_of_Vanessa_Guillen) 

 

The challenges that faced Vanessa Guillen’s family were huge. The military is a 

stubborn beast. Things finally started happening when the #IAmVanessaGuillen 

hashtag took off. A Congresswoman (Sylvia Garcia) got involved. There is a lot of 

Anger and frustration with these failures of handling sexual assault and sexual 

harassment in the military. Thousands of service men and women shared their stories 

online.  It really created a military #MeToo movement. It took off (despegó). 

 

According to Wikipedia - On June 17, the League of United Latin American Citizens, 

added a $25,000 reward to the existing $25,000 reward announced by the U.S. Army for 

finding Guillén.[11] On June 23,Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia, in whose district the 

Guillén family resides, met with Fort Hood officials to discuss the ongoing search for 

Guillén.[16] The authorities said that more than 300 interviews and over 10,000 hours 

were spent investigating Gullién's disappearance.[17] 

 

This massive movement is going to force the military to finally fix some things. 
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Help me by chanting after translation of each one.  

What do we want? Justice for Vanessa Guillen! When do we want it? NOW! 

 

3 terrible things happened with Vanessa Guillen  

1. Guillén had told her family she had been sexually harrassed by her superiors, but 

was afraid to report it. Other coverage (ABC-11 DFW) says Family asserts Vanessa 

had been sexually assaulted and killed by same person. Sex crimes have to be 

reported through superiors.  Reporting sexual harassment and sexual assaults in the 

military goes up the chain of command - particularly useless if the rapist or harasser 

is a superior. This situation also causes other conflicts of interest - unwanted statistics 

for superiors, who also may lose one or more subordinates if they are found to be 

involved in the sex crimes. 

 

It’s a bad system, set up to fail.  

 

What do you want? Justicia para Vanessa Guillen. When? NOW! 

 

2. VG was brutally murdered at Ft Hood. She disappeared at her workplace during 

her normal work day. The soldier murdered her covered her body and loaded her into 

a vehicle, leaving all her keys, id and everything behind. 

 

The murderer had his girlfriend meet him to try to get rid of the body in really 

gruesome ways over multiple tries. 

 

What do you want? Justicia para Vanessa Guillen. When? NOW! 

 

3. Then.the military wasn’t really solving the mystery of where she went. They did 

some preliminary questioning after huge prodding from the family. Then nothing. 

Until forced by the social media uproar! 

 

Her family did so much! Had to push harder and harder, from the beginning. And 

they still persist. 

 

The family held vigils and protests of their own at Fort Hood  

Not just that –the family ran their own searches with non-profit Texas Equusearch. 

 

What do you want? Justicia para Vanessa Guillen. When? NOW! 

 

VG’s  sister, Mayra Guillén, reported that her family had conducted at least 10 searches 

of their own by 5/30/20, including one with over 60 people on 5/30/20 in a park reserve. 

 

I think the military just planned to label her a deserter, even though circumstances 

surrounding her disappearance made it obvious something bad happened (keys, id, etc).  

 

While looking for her, they found body of another soldier who’d been missing 10 

months. He was married. He was almost done with term in army.  
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He vanished. Army had labeled him a deserter. Even after his dead body was found. 

(It took pressure for the army to reclassify Gregory Widen Morales, and wasn’t done 

until mid-July) I think they planned to label Vanessa a deserter also. You know, after 

her body was found, post mortem, they promoted her to Specialist. 

 

What can be fixed? 

 

According to a 2019 report on Fiscal Year 2018  from the Department of Defense, 

6.2% of active duty women and 0.7 % of active duty men reported some form of 

sexual assault. The report also says about 1 in 3 service members reported an 

incidence of sexual assault in 2018. The report also says 24.2% of active duty women 

reported experiencing sexual harassment. 

 

Many do not report because system doesn’t work, as said before. Reporting through 

chain of command doesn’t work. 

Need these cases to be recorded and checked by a third party. Report through 

separate organization set up to investigate and prosecute sex crimes. 

Need to take sex crimes seriously!! You get kicked out of the army for smoking pot 

or testing positive for marijuana. Or other drug use. 

Most rapists in army go on to complete their careers. They know they can rape with 

impunity. Part of the problem is Feres Doctrine not allowing soldiers to hold the 

army accountable for botched cases of sexual assault, malpractice and negligence. 

 

Guillen's family is calling for a congressional investigation into Guillen's death. The 

family also wants to pass a bill called "I am Vanessa Guillen" bill to help protect both 

men and women from sexual harassment. (ABCNews) 

 

Outside organization gets involved 

League of United Latin American Citizens (6/23/20) LULAC Joins Mother’s Plea For 

Zero Enlistment Of Latinas Into Military - Nation’s Oldest and Largest Latino Civil 

Rights Organization Says Disappearance of Vanessa Guillen Needs Action Now!   

 

In June, LULAC added $25,000 to reward for finding Guillen. In a press conference, 

The president talked about “anger and anguish over the disappearance of Vanessa on 

an American military installation.” And the “total and reckless mishandling of the 

investigation” And the “lack of care for her life and well-being. “ 

 

We agree. The military must do better – for sexual harassment victims, sexual assault 

victims, and murder victims. 

 

What can we do –  

Share stories 

Continue to have protests 

Continue to push military and your congressman+congresswomen including NC 

Senators Richard Burr and Thom Tillis to pass laws to protect women and men 

soldiers. 

https://www.sapr.mil/sites/default/files/FY17_AR_Report_Statistical_Highlights_Info_Graphic_FINAL.jpg
https://abcnews.go.com/US/family-missing-fort-hood-soldier-vanessa-guillen-speaks/story?id=71569227
https://abcnews.go.com/US/remains-missing-fort-hood-soldier-vanessa-guillen-identified/story?id=71621789
https://abcnews.go.com/US/remains-missing-fort-hood-soldier-vanessa-guillen-identified/story?id=71621789
https://lulac.org/news/pr/LULAC_Joins_Mothers_Plea_For_Zero_Enlistment_Of_Latinas_Into_Military/

