
North Carolina NOW Legislative Update—22 June 2020 

 

This week action focused on piecemeal budget bills with local targets and one major budget 

item, pay for teachers.  The legislature keeps passing bills to allow various businesses to open 

during the pandemic, and the governor continues to veto them.  The Senate passed a bill to 

allow people to carry guns to church services held in schools and a bill that would allow local 

areas to hold July 4 parades and other activities in spite of the restrictions the governor has 

ordered for the pandemic. 

Normally during a short session the budget passed during the long session is tweaked, and 

funding for a few local projects is passed.  Budgets passed by the General Assembly cover a 

two-year period.  This year the situation is much more complicated because last year the 

governor vetoed the budget bill backed by Republicans and no substitute budget bill was 

ever passed.   Instead we are operating by using the level of funding contained in the 

previous budget supplemented by a series of "mini budget" passed last session that funded 

certain departments or items.  This is no way to run a state. 

Teachers have been especially hard hit by the budget fiasco.  Last year teachers did not 

receive any pay raise on top of their step increases because of the budget impasse.  The 

stand-alone bill that passed this week provides for a $350 bonus for teachers , but no pay raise, 

on top of step increases.  The Senate Republicans and the Governor disagree whether federal 

corona virus funds could be used to provide an additional $600.  Cafeteria workers and other 

non-certified school personnel received no pay raises.  Due to a procedural maneuver by the 

Senate, the bill passed the House with no amendments or debate.  For more information, see:  

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article243604842.html 

Democrats complain that handling the budget bit by bit denies them an overview of the 

budget as a whole.  Not being able to see the big picture makes it difficult to see how the 

pieces fit together or to envision the big picture of the state's revenues and expenditures.  

Republicans counter that state income taxes, like federal income taxes, aren't due until July 

15, A serious budget shortfall is projected, but there is disagreement about how large it will be.  

The Senate floor debate of the teachers' pay bill was a continuation of the budget fight of 

2019 and centered on raises for teachers and expansion of Medicaid.  The legislature will have 

to come back, probably some time in July, to deal with budget shortfalls. 

 

  

https://www.wral.com/coronavirus/senators-say-pandemic-not-legitimate-reason-for-cities-to-stop-july-4th-fireworks-parades/19152455/
https://www.wral.com/coronavirus/senators-say-pandemic-not-legitimate-reason-for-cities-to-stop-july-4th-fireworks-parades/19152455/
https://www.wral.com/coronavirus/senators-say-pandemic-not-legitimate-reason-for-cities-to-stop-july-4th-fireworks-parades/19152455/
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article243604842.html
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House Bills 

HB41: GPS Tracking Pilot/DV/Funds/Allison's Law 

Would establish a pilot program allowing the use of a global positioning system tracking 

device as a condition of pre-trial release of an individual accused of domestic violence.. 

 05/06/19:  Senate Rules Committee 

 

HB393:  Modernizing Sexual Assault Laws 

Would make it illegal to dispense any substance injurious to a person's health; would have the 

effect of outlawing any date rape drug. 

04/30/2019:  Senate Rules 

 

HB451:  Titus' Law 

Would require "parental consent" for disposal of fetal remains.  Remains may be disposed of 

only by burial, cremation, or incineration.  This would apply in cases of abortion. 

04/30/2019:  Senate Rules 

 

HB480:  NC Cancer Treatment Fairness 

Insurance plans cover chemotherapy treatments for cancer differently depending upon 

whether the medication is taken orally or administered through an infusion.  Chemotherapy 

through infusion is considered a procedure and requires only a modest co-pay.  However, 

chemotherapy taken orally is treated as a prescription medication and prices can be 

astronomical.  This bill would require insurance companies to cover oral chemotherapy the 

same way as chemotherapy through infusion. 

05/06/2019:  Senate Rules 

 

HB551 LRC Study – Require Paid Work Breaks /SB616: 

Would direct the Legislative Research Commission to study amending the Wage and Hour Act 

to require employers to provide a twenty-minute paid break to any employee working a shift 

of six hours or more. 

05/06/2019:  Senate Rules 

 

HB764 Women's Cancer Research and Prevention Task Force 

Would create the North Carolina Womens Cancer Research and Prevention Task Force. 

04/29/2019:  Senate Rules 

 

HB1169:  Elections 2020 

A bi-partisan bill that would make it easier to vote by mail in 2020.  Under current law people 

who cast a ballot by mail are required to have the signatures of two witnesses (or one notary); 
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HB1169 (cont.) 

this requirement would be reduced to one witness.  The bill would also allow voters to request 

absentee ballots through email or fax, which is not currently allowed.  It would create a new 

tracking system to allow voters to make sure their ballot makes it to the board of elections.  It 

also has a new requirement for voters to be notified if something is wrong with their ballot and 

to allow them the opportunity to fix it. The bill takes advantage of federal matching funds that 

will be available. For more information, see:  

https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2020/05/22/bipartisan-elections-bill-filed-would-quell-some-

voter-access-concerns-amid-covid-19/ 

05/28/2020:  PASSED HOUSE 

06/11/2020:  RATIFIED 

 

HB1184:  Ensure Safer Voting for 2020 Elections 

A progressive wish list for amending NC voting laws.  Extends the voter registration deadline 

until 14 days before an election; allows for requests of absentee ballots via phone, fax, or 

online; instead of requiring the signature of a witness allows the voter to provide a copy of a 

utility bill, government check, or other specified document showing the name and address of 

the voter; requires every registered voter to be mailed an absentee ballot request form 90 

days before the election; eliminates the requirement for voter ID at the polls; and makes other 

reforms. 

 

Senate Bills 

 

SB156:  No Contact Orders 

Would allow a judicial official to order a defendant not to contact the victim. 

04/18/2019:  Re-ref House Rules 

 

SB734:  Reinstate Earned Income Tax Credit 

Would reinstate the earned income tax credit as it existed immediately before it expired. 

05/18/2020:  Senate Rules 

 

SB771:  Restore Educational  Sales Tax Holiday 

Would reenact the Educational Sales Tax Holiday as it existed immediately before it was 

repealed 

05/18/2020:  Senate Rules 

 

SB772:  Domestic Violence Victims Separation Waiver 

Would waive the required one-year separation for absolute divorce when a person in the 

marriage is the victim of domestic violence. 

05/18/2020:  Senate Rules 

https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2020/05/22/bipartisan-elections-bill-filed-would-quell-some-voter-access-concerns-amid-covid-19/
https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2020/05/22/bipartisan-elections-bill-filed-would-quell-some-voter-access-concerns-amid-covid-19/
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SB775:  Funds/Establish Black Women and Girls Task Force 

Would appropriate $500,000 in recurring funds for the 2020-2021 fiscal year for the 

establishment of a  Black Women and Girls Task Force.   

05/20/2020:  Re-ref  Appropriations/Base Budget; if favorable, Senate Rules 

 

SB781:  Freedom of Speech/Press/Religion 

Would limit the provisions of executive order  or local ordinances from prohibiting or restricting 

the public  press, protest, or religious institutions  during a state of emergency.  Specifically  

applies to religious organizations congregating for worship; seems to prohibit requiring 

distancing or wearing a mask during demonstrations. 

05/18/2020:  Senate Rules 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


