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  The keynote speaker for  
North Carolina NOW’s 2019 
state conference is state 
Representative Deb Butler, 
who represents downtown 
Wilmington and parts of 
Brunswick County. 
 Rep.  Butler gained na-
tional attention for her impas-
sioned rebuke of House 
Speaker  Tim Moore after he 
called for a vote on Gover-
nor Cooper’s veto of the 
state budget during a session 
that Democrats and the me-
dia had been told would be 
a non-voting session.  Repub-
lican representatives, by con-
trast, had been told to “be in 
your seats.” 
 When the vote was 
called, there were 9 Demo-
crats and 55 Republicans 
present in the chamber.   
Rep. Butler quickly rose to 
speak, but the Speaker 
would not recognize her.  She 
spoke out anyway.  The Ser-
geant at Arms took away her 
microphone and the speaker 
cut off her mike, but she 
picked up another mike.   
 No media was present in 
the chamber since they, too, 
had been told there would 
be no votes in the morning 
session and the drama be-
gan shortly after 8:30 a.m. But 
a colleague had the pres-
ence of mind to capture the 

events  on his cell phone 
camera as they unfolded.  ` 
 The Speaker asked her to 
yield and she shouted, “Mr. 
Speaker, I  will not yield!” and 
she repeated that mantra 
over and over again when-
ever he tried to stop her. 
 The Speaker summoned 
the Capital Police, but her 

Democratic colleagues sur-
rounded her, literally had her 
back, and prevented them 
from reaching her.  This went 
on for nearly ten minutes. 
 The dramatic video was 
posted online and went viral.  
Rep. Butler gave interviews 
on North Carolina stations 
and on national networks.   

NOW NEWS 
Rep. Deb Butler to keynote NC NOW Conference 

One of the best interviews was with 
Lawrence O’Donnell on MSNBC.
(h t t p s : / /w w w . you t u b e .c om /
watch?v=SlhOI_ArLh4 ).  
 Deb Butler is a Wilmington attor-
ney who was appointed to the 
General Assembly in 2017 to com-
plete Representative Susi Hamil-
ton’s term after Hamilton was ap-
pointed Secretary of Natural and 
Cultural Resources.   She won re-
election in 2018 and was endorsed 
by the North Carolina NOW Politi-
cal Action Committee (NC NOW 
PAC). 
 As a legislator she focused mainly 
on environmental issues  because 
in 2017 it was revealed that Wil-
mington’s drinking water was con-
taminated with toxic chemicals 
dumped   into the Cape Fear River 
by the Chemours chemical plant 
located upstream near Fayette-
ville.  The Democratic leadership 
recognized her talents and made 
her a Whip, a leader responsible for 
counting votes on issues of con-
cern to the party. 
 Representative Butler has served 
on the Board of Directors of Equali-
ty NC and is the third out lesbian to 
serve in the N. C. General Assem-
bly.  She is also one of the co-
sponsors of the NC Ratify ERA bill in 
2019. She is a dynamic speaker.  
Don’t miss the opportunity to hear 
her keynote the 2019 North Caroli-
na NOW Conference in Charlotte 
on November 9, 2019! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlhOI_ArLh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlhOI_ArLh4
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DebButler.jpeg


NC NOW Supports ERA with Billboards 

 North Carolina NOW, in partnership with the 
ERA-NC Alliance and AAUW-NC, held a press 
conference at the legislature on August 22 to 
launch our statewide campaign to raise aware-
ness of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA).  Four 
billboards calling for the ratification of the ERA 
were installed across the state from 8/17/19-
9/17/19.   
 Presidents of all three organizations and 
some primary NC legislative sponsors of ERA 
spoke. Sen. Floyd B. McKissick, Jr., and Rep. Car-
la Cunningham have sponsored ERA bills in the 
Senate and House since 2015. Additional prima-
ry sponsors of the 2019 bills are Sens. Erica Smith 
and Terry Van Duyn and Reps. Susan Fisher, Eve-
lyn Terry and Julie von Haefen. 
 Many North Carolinians are not aware that 
North Carolina has not ratified the Equal Rights 
Amendment.  The billboards were to increase 
awareness and build support for ratification in 
North Carolina. 

The locations of the billboards are: 
 Wilmington:  426 S. College Rd, just north of 

Randall Parkway  
 Concord:  HWY 29-601 @ Hartman Pl. 
 Greensboro:  Coliseum Blvd. south of W. 

Gate City Blvd.  
 Raleigh:  I-40, 0.4 mi west of the S. Saunders 

St. Exit  
 
NC NOW and ERA-NC Alliance are planning to 
do at least one more set of billboards using a 
different image in 2020. 

A Win for Women:   

Funding for Rape Kit Testing Finally Passes 

 Victory seemed to be near when six million 
dollars was added to the budget to begin testing 
the backlog of more than 15,000 untested rape 
kits.   Attorney General Josh Stein pushed hard 
for the funding after it was discovered the origi-
nal budget did not provide for it.  He held a news 
conference on the issue and declared that 
“untested sexual assault kits . . . represent one of 
the biggest threats to public safety we face in 
this state.” 
 Then the budget itself stalled after the gover-
nor vetoed the version that did not contain funds 
for Medicaid expansion or what he considered 
adequate pay raises for teachers and other 
school personnel. His veto was overridden in the 
House through deceit and trickery, and no budg-
et has passed the state Senate at this writing.  The 
deadlock is so severe that Senate leader Phil Ber-
ger has announced that he will adjourn the Sen-
ate on October 31 whether or not a budget has 
been passed. 
 Unable to pass a comprehensive budget bill, 
the legislature has resorted to passing “mini-
budgets,” bills containing uncontroversial appro-
priations that the two parties can agree on.  One 
of these bills, signed by the governor on Septem-
ber 19, provided the six million dollars over two 
years for rape kit testing. 
 In the absence of state funding, federal 
grants have been used to test more than 900 kits.  
Suspects were identified in 20 percent of those 
cases through matches in the state’s DNA data 
base.  Some of these suspects have been arrest-
ed.  Work on this urgent matter has finally started, 
but getting the funding to begin was a compli-

cated struggle. 

In general, change all references from NOW re-
gions to NOW districts. Remove reference to del-
egates for national conferences. National NOW 
went to districts in 2015.  Expand date range for 
NC NOW state conferences in certain years, from 
October 15 to November 15. See details of pro-
posed changes at https://wp.me/P22b2e-2kt. 

Proposed NC NOW Bylaws Changes 

https://wp.me/P22b2e-2kt


NC NOW 2019 State Conference and Elections 
The Time For Justice Is NOW 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church in Uptown Charlotte, 

501 N. Tryon St., Charlotte NC  

2019 NC NOW Conference Preregistration Form 
Make checks payable to NC NOW and mail to:   

NC NOW State Conference, c/o Roberta Waddle, 3941 Gainey Rd., Fayetteville, NC 28306   
Mail by Nov 4, 2019 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City:  ______________________________________________________State:  ________ ZIP:  _____________________ 
Phone:  ______________________________________Email:  _______________________________________________ 
 

 Check here if you are a member of North Carolina NOW 
 North Carolina NOW Conference Registration fee $40 (sliding scale from $10 - $40 for NOW members only). 
 Special student registration $10 
 Conference registration for non-NOW members $40 
 Special deal to join and attend conference for non-NOW members $50 
 I can’t attend, but here’s my contribution to help with costs. 
 
 Check Enclosed.  $________________________ 

 
 Or Charge your Visa or Mastercard or American Express (Please circle one) 

 
Card Number:   ________________________________________Expiration Date:  ______________ Security Code: _________ 
 

Amount Charged:  __________________________  Signature:  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Registration—8:30-9:00 a.m. 
The conference registration fee includes lunch. 
 

Registration for non-NOW and NOW members is $40. 

You can join/rejoin NOW at the conference.  
 

 Student registration is $10 (student ID required).   
 Registration for NOW members is a sliding scale from 

$10-$40 ($10 covers the meal).   
 

Please preregister using the form below or register on-
line thru https://cutt.ly/Lev31od. Use that link to sign up 
for workshops, etc, and continue on to pay.  
 

More information, ad forms, tabling forms, and more are 
on the website. Workshop signup is first come first serve. 
 

You may also register on-site the day of the conference, 

but lunch is guaranteed only for those who preregister 
or call requesting a lunch.  
 

If you miss the mailing deadline, call Roberta Waddle  at 
910-624-5616 or email rwaddle@nc.rr.com. 

 

Keynote 
Rep. Deb Butler-Attorney/House Democratic Whip, see 
biography on pg. 1 

Speakers/Workshops 
The conference will include threats to reproductive  
access (including Title IX & Title X), immigration, ERA, VA-
WA, legislative update in NC, and workshops on skills. 

Please register online to save a spot in your first choice! 

Meal 
Our lunch (including a vegetarian option) is being ca-
tered by Your Custom Catering and Events.  If you have 

special dietary needs, mark them online or contact   
cltnow@yahoo.com. 

Special Needs/Directions/Other overnight options 
If you need directions or have any special needs, or 
questions about the location, we are happy to work 

with you. Contact cltnow@yahoo.com.  

Hotel 
The Fairfield Inn & Suites, Charlotte Uptown, 201 S 
McDowell St, Charlotte, NC 28204, (704) 372-7550, 

~$130.00, breakfast should be included.  
More at https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cltut-
fairfield-inn-and-suites-charlotte-uptown/ 

T-shirts 
Various t-shirts will be available at the conference—ERA 

NOW t-shirts, NC NOW t-shirts and a limited edition t-shirt 
with the conference theme “Time for Justice Is NOW!” 

https://cutt.ly/Lev31od
https://bit.ly/2LZhFHv
https://cutt.ly/Lev31od
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cltut-fairfield-inn-and-suites-charlotte-uptown/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cltut-fairfield-inn-and-suites-charlotte-uptown/


Call to Conference— 

November 9, 2019 

“The Time for Justice is N
OW” 

NC NOW 
North Carolina National Organization for Women 

P.O. Box 24995 
Raleigh, NC 27611 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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     MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________   
City: _____________________ State: __________ Zip: _____________  
Home Phone: _________________________Work Phone: _________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 
 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to local NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
   Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: NC NOW, PO Box 24995, Raleigh, NC  27611 


