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EVENT CALENDAR **2018** 

• Sep 4-6 —Five #StopKavanaugh 

events begin around the state with 

start of confirmation hearings.  

• Sep 11 —#StopKavanaugh at Sena-

tor Thom Tillis’ office in Raleigh  

• Sep 27 —#StopKavanaugh at Sena-

tor Thom Tillis’ office in Raleigh 

• Oct 2—”We will continue to rise up” 

- friends who protested #Kavanaugh 

in DC discuss experiences. 

• Oct 4—Rally about #Kavanaugh 

and threats to women his confirma-

tion poses and exposes. 

• Oct 5- Fayetteville NOW organized 

#BelieveWomen #Stopkavanaugh 

rally, 6pm-7pm, at Market House 

• Oct 19—”Seeing Allred” screening in 

Raleigh at conference hotel 

• Oct 20—Women Rising Up NOW! 

State Conference in Raleigh 

• Nov 6—Election Day 

• Nov 27—Resistance Plans for Lame 

Duck Legis. Session starts 11/27/18 

********************************************

Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—second Sundays at 

3pm. Email: nowaville@gmail.com  

Charlotte NOW—contact them for 

next ones—email: cltnow@yahoo.com 

Durham NOW—7pm, the second 

Tuesday of each month. Starbucks at 

54/55. Email: henryesthe@aol.com 

Fayetteville NOW—7pm, third Tues-

days, Belden-Horne House.  

Email: heq57@aol.com 

Raleigh NOW—7:15pm, the first Tues-

days, Cameron Village Library.  

Email: president@raleighnow.org 

Triad NOW—7pm, first Tuesdays in 

Winston-Salem.  

email: president@triadnow.org 

Crystal Coast NOW: starting soon! 

Contact president@raleighnow.org. 

Captured some great posts from social media about the Senate Judiciary 

Committee Hearing with Dr. Christine Blasey Ford and Judge Brett 

#Kavanaugh testifying on Thursday, 9/27/18. Dr. Christine Blasey Ford has 

handled all of the questions and accusations very well. On the other hand, 

Senator Chuck Grassley, the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee is 

handling himself badly.  

See “People Are Fed Up With Sen. Chuck Grassley Interrupting Women In 

Senate Hearing,” HuffPost, 9/27/18. The way #Kavanaugh behaved during his 

time will be the stuff of legends. Some of that behavior is referenced below. 

Quotes from social media 
“If you don’t believe there’s such a thing as 

rape culture and that it still prevails in the 

US, please consider the fact that Mark 

Judge, who was involved in the sexual as-

sault with Kavanaugh, is allowed to hide 

away in some luxury beach home during all 

this,                     (Cont’d on page 5)  

 Gailya’s voice: 
                                    Brett Kavanaugh was nominated to the US  
    Supreme Court on 7/9/18, and protests began  
    right away. In August, NC NOW joined Progress  
    NC, NARAL Pro-Choice NC, Planned Parenthood, 
Equality NC and other organizations in #SaveSCOTUS  and #SaveRoe 
town halls around the state. The events ramped up in September and Oc-
tober as the hearings horrified and captivated many. Chapters were in-
volved in #StopKavanaugh,#IBelieveWomen  and #IBelieveDrFord rallies 
and protests around the state. More on pg 2.   
 
The 2018 election is the chance to bring some balance to the state legis-
lature and to Congress. Interesting perspective on expectations, and how 
the Kavanaugh confirmation has affected motivation and turnout. Char-
lotte NOW President wrote about national results. See page 3. NC NOW 
President wrote about how the NC NOW PAC endorsed candidates did on 
page 4. These articles were also posted online at the 
www.northcarolinanow.org website. 
 
You help by protesting in person, by writing, by voting! But also by joining 
and staying a member of NOW —membership form on pg 6. Join an exist-
ing chapter or make your own chapter (with us), and start learning to-
gether and planning education or protest events.  Stay up-to-date 
through email, our NC NOW website and facebook pages, events, and 
chapters. Send your email to president@raleighnow.org. Find past news-
letters online at northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/newsletters/. 

Insightful #BelieveWomen Posts on Social Media 
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What’s been going on... 

#StopKavanaugh Events Around NC, Starting on 9/4/18 

relevant. Under the constitution, presidential nomina-

tions for executive & judicial posts take effect only when 

confirmed by the Senate. The Senate’s job is to make 

sure the nominee is qualified, and if not, to vote no.  
 

These protests included speakers on a variety of topics 

– reproductive rights, LGBTQ rights, civil rights & dis-

crimination, environment, workers’ rights, abortion ac-

cess threats, immigrant rights, threats to Planned Par-

enthood services. These areas and more are threatened 

should Brett Kavanaugh get a lifetime appointment on 

the US Supreme Court.  
 

List of first week protests here. Asheville did a ‘die in’ on 

9/5/18 at Senator Burr’s office. Write your senators. 

#SaveScotus and #SaveRoe Town Hall 

Summaries – Aug 2018 

     There were five town hall events of the #SaveScotus 

#SaveRoe themes across the state in August, 2018. Here is a 

summary of the one in Winston-Salem.  

     The #SaveScotus town hall for the Triad was at Forsyth 

Central Library in Winston-Salem on 8/29/18. It had been 

rescheduled a few times. Jen Ferris from Progress North 

Carolina moderated (see her standing by podium in the pic-

ture). Panelists are Elizabeth Freeze, Director of Philan-

thropy at Planned Parenthood Votes South Atlantic; Gailya 

Paliga, President of NC NOW; and Alicia Diggs, Board    

Secretary of NC 

AIDS Action Net-

work (NCAAN). 

Ms. Diggs is also a 

medical case man-

ager at Positive 

Wellness Alliance 

in Lexington, so 

she deals directly with patients. The focus was on health 

care and threats a candidate like Brett Kavanaugh present.  

     Ms. Diggs talked about herself and her clients with 

HIV/AIDS. Ms. Paliga opened with the need for Medicaid 

expansion and talked about changed process for confirma-

tion (simple majority vs. needing 3/5 (60 votes) to con-

firm). Ms. Freeze talked about threats to health care, choice 

and Planned Parenthood.  

     Over 40 people attended in Winston-Salem. 

     The Senate Confirmation Hearings for Judge Brett 

Kavanaugh began on 9/4/18. Protests were planned 

around the state, many on that first day.  

     Many of these events were focused on our US Sena-

tors, Thom Tillis and Richard Burr, since Tillis is on the 

Senate Judiciary Committee and could help stop the 

confirmation cold. 

Both would be part 

of the full vote of the 

Senate if it gets that 

far.  
 

It is their Senate 

duty of “advice and      

        Photo Credit: Gailya Paliga              consent” that is  

The first day of the Senate Confirmation Hearings on Brett 
Kavanaugh were like a three ring circus. Democrats pro-
tested loudly that most of Kavanaugh's work records had 
not been released to them.  Senators and protesters took 
turns interrupting the event - all with good reason. Includ-
ing that "hours before Kavanaugh nomination hearings, 
Bush lawyer releases 42,000 pages of documents to Judici-
ary Committee!" 

Multiple media sources ran articles and video with the 
same title in print - "Chaos marks start of Kavanaugh hear-
ings!" 9/4/18, Washington Post. Online longer titles were 
used, like "Partisan fury bursts into the open as Kavanaugh 
hearings begin." But it wasn't only Democratic Senators 
who were trying to delay the hearing to make for a fairer 
and more informed process, there were lots of protesters.  

Most of the protesters were women.   
The same article said, "The protesters .. repeatedly heckled 
the senators and Kavanaugh, arguing that installing  

Kavanaugh Hearings in DC like a Three Ring Circus—September 2018 

Trump’s second pick to the Supreme Court would irreparably 
end access to abortion & dismantle the Affordable Care Act."  

Friends from the Tues-
days With Tillis group 
repeatedly went to DC to 
protest and repeatedly 
got arrested. Raging 
Grannie Ruth Zalph and 
ally David Freeman  
most of all.   

Women and allies flooded the 
halls of Congress. (above) 

Scarlett, Rebecca and Stacie 
 

Photo Credit: Stacie Borrello 



 

 

Tuesday was a historic day! More women ran for office in 2018 than ever before and more women won! Voters 

were determined more than ever to elect feminists to positions of leadership. We have ushered in the most diverse 

Congress in history with huge wins for women, minorities and LGBTQ. Thank you to all who canvassed, made 

phone calls, wrote letters, protested, marched, walked out, showed up, voted and got up every day exhausted, but 

found the strength to go on.  Here is some of the successes (more on nc now website under same title) 
 

• More than 110 women are headed to Congress (some races still to be determined) 
• 98 to the House and 12 to the Senate 
• 9 female Governors elected: Gina Raimondo (D-RI); Gretchen Whitmer (D-MI); Janet Mills (D-ME); Kate 
Brown (D-OR); Kay Ivey(R-AL); Kim Reynolds (R-IA); Kristi Noem (R-SD); Laura Kelly(D-KS); Michelle Lujan 
Grisham (D-NM) 
• Two transgender women, Gerri Cannon and Lisa Bunker,  elected to the New Hampshire House of Repre-
sentatives. 
• The first openly gay man elected as Governor in Colorado who is also the state’s first Jewish Governor (Jared 
Polis) 
• Chris Pappas is New Hampshire’s first openly gay member of Congress 
• Two Native American women elected to the House: Deb Haaland, a member of the Pueblo of Laguna tribe in 
New Mexico, and Sharice Davids, a member of the Ho-Chunk Nation in Kansas 
• The first lesbian Native American elected to the House from Kansas (Sharice Davids) 
• In Texas, the first two Latinas, Veronica Escobar and Sylvia Garcia, elected to the House 
• In Massachusetts, Ayanna Pressley, the first African American woman elected to Congress, beat a 10-term 
incumbent.  
• 29-year-old Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, a Latina from NY, became the youngest woman going to Congress 
• The first Muslim women elected to Congress from Michigan (Rashida Tlaib) and Minnesota (Ilhan Omar) 
• Safiya Wazir, an Afghan refugee woman, headed to New Hampshire State House 
• Kate Brown, the country’s first lesbian governor, and Tammy Baldwin, the first LGBTQ senator, are re-elected 
• Angie Craig, defeats anti-LGBTQ congressman in Minnesota to become the first lesbian mom to be headed to 
Congress from Minnesota 
• Former Dreamer, Catalina Cruz, a woman who was undocumented for 10 years, is headed to the New York 
State House 
• Kim Davis (yes, THAT Kim Davis) was defeated in reelection by man to 
whom she refused a marriage license. 
 

We have a lot to celebrate! 
 

After the first Women’s March, many mocked us. They laughed at our protests 

and said we would never make a difference at the polls. One politician called us 

“silly girls”. On Tuesday, we proved them wrong!  It is astounding to think about 

how far women have come since the first women’s marches across the country 

the day after President Trump was inaugurated. Many of these 2018 candidates 

were considered long shots, but they organized and they won! We all resisted, 

we persisted and we won!  
 

And persist we will, because the struggle is far from over. We must work even 

harder going forward. 2020 is just around the corner. Celebrate our successes, 

get some rest and get back in the fight. The National Organization for Women   

needs you. Together we can move full steam ahead and change the world.           Photo Credit: Christian Cano 
 

Melba Evans, President 

National Organization for Women, Charlotte  
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Evans: The Women’s Wave Rocked the Vote!  

Posted on NC NOW Website on 11/12/18 



 

 

The NC NOW PAC endorsed more candidates than 

ever before. Happy to report that the candidates who 

were endorsed by the NC NOW PAC in the general 

election did pretty well. More importantly for the future 

of North Carolina, the veto-proof supermajorities in the 

NC House and the NC Senate have been broken! The 

change in the NC House was known by the end of elec-

tion day, 11/6/18, but it took until 11/19/18 to be sure 

about the NC Senate. 

We evaluated how our endorsed candidates had done 

on Nov 10, 2018. Since then, the undecided races have 

been decided, but it is interesting to see which ones 

were that close, so that information is included with links 

to articles on what happened. We wish that gerryman-

dering hadn’t been such a powerful and deciding factor 

in the Congressional races. 

In the NC Senate races, out of 22 endorsements, candi-

dates took 15, lost 7 and one had not been called (Kirk 

DeViere) District 19, Fayetteville, but he was leading. 

(Update: Kirk DeViere won! See “Kirk deViere officially 

wins state Senate seat,” 11/19/18, Fay. Observer) 

In the NC House, out of 41 (!), our candidates won 28 

seats and lost 10 so far. 3 had not been declared yet 

(11/10/18) – Erica McAdoo, Christy Clark, and Rachel 

Hunt. (Update: Christy Clark and Rachel Hunt won,  

Rachel Hunt by 68 votes in a recount!) The GOP claims 

money made the difference, but we know women & mo-

tivation did! The money had to come from somewhere. 

Our statewide Judicial candidates did very well, which is 

excellent for North Carolina.  Civil rights attorney Anita 

Earls is in the NC Supreme Court. It looks a lot like   

misogyny worked in Earls’ favor. Earls ran against long 

time Supreme Court justice Barbara Jackson. Jackson 

had “been on the N.C. Supreme Court since 2010 and 

was on the N.C. Court of Appeals for six years prior to 

that,” according to the News and Observer, 10/19/18. 

This is the race that the young male lawyer, Chris An-

glin, entered as a Republican and the NCGA leadership 

tried to block him from using the Republican label, even 

though he had registered as a Republican. Turns out, 

Anglin took 15% of the vote, and it feels likely he took it 

away from the incumbent (female) Supreme Court jus-

tice. Anglin barely campaigned. More on the judicial 

race results at “Democrat Anita Earls claims victory in 
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How did NC NOW PAC and NOW PAC Endorsed Candidates Do in 2018? 

-By Gailya Paliga 

NC Supreme Court race,” 11/6/18, News and Observer. 

The Congressional races were disappointing. The na-

tional NOW PAC endorsed 7 candidates, and many 

showed great progress and improvement in likelihood of 

being elected via various polls. However, only incum-

bents Congressman David Price, and Congresswoman 

Alma Adams winning of our endorsed candidates. In-

cumbent GK Butterfield also won his race, so only candi-

dates in the three very gerrymandered district incum-

bents won. (Update: problems later uncovered in NC09.) 

WRAL looked at all the races in “Some takeaways from 

NC’s elections,” 11/7/18 and had this to say about NC’s 

Congressional races. 

“Gerrymandering! Democrats failed to flip a single con-

gressional seat in North Carolina, so the delegation re-

mains 10-3 in favor of Republicans, now that Democrat 

Dan McCready conceded the 9th District race to Mark 

Harris.” To do this, that means that “Republicans won 77 

percent of the state’s congressional seats Tuesday night 

on the strength of just over 50 percent of the votes cast.” 

That kind of completely unfair resulting representation is 

appalling. We are proud that candidates Kathy Manning 

and Linda Coleman got so close. Dr. Kyle Horton did 

well too, and with much less help. 

The National NOW PAC endorses in national elections, 

the NC NOW PAC in statewide elections. Our PACs do 

not endorse in local elections. We are excited about the 

many new legislators who start in the 2019-2020 ses-

sion. We are even more excited about the many women 

who won and who will take their places in January. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

                Newly Elected Women Lawmakers 



 

 

while his victim, Blasey Ford, is forced to publicly relive 

what is undoubtedly one of the most, if not the most, 

traumatic events of her life in front of the whole nation in 

front of a panel of men whose sole goal is attack, de-

grade, & discredit her.“  

– SS, Morrisville, 9/27/18 

 

“27 years ago, 1600 black women placed a full-page ad in 

the NYT in support of Anita Hill. We are right back to 

where we started. #NeverForget #BlackWomenLead 

#IBelieveHer #BelieveHerNOW” 

-KS 9/27/18, Sacramento CA 

“Men: I’m going to have to be afraid every time I’m 

alone with a woman! 
 

Women: Try carrying your car keys facing out in your 

hand in the parking garage, and don‘t look at your 

phone in public because it’ll distract you too much from 

your surroundings. Also bring a whistle with you wher-

ever you go. Don’t run alone, ever. And don’t dress pro-

vocatively, dance without your friends to protect you, 

talk to strangers in a friendly way, look people in the 

eye, ask for help, go to the gym by yourself, or consume 

alcohol with anyone you don’t want to sleep with. And 

obviously keep your hand over your cocktail so you don’t 

get drugged, but you knew that one already. Oh, wait, is 

that not what you’re talking about?” 

-CDC, 9/21/18, Raleigh 

 
“This reality (above) for girls and women is unaccept-
able and yet has been normalized somehow. How can 
we do better for our children??” 
-AHH, 9/25/18, Raleigh 

“Woke up this morning with a sinking feeling in my chest. 

We are living in some alternate universe – it honestly feels 

like the very first days of The Handmaids Tale.  A slap in 

the face of every single woman in this country.  Any person 

that has a mother, grandmother, daughter, sister…or views 

women as fellow human beings should stand up against 

what is happening in this country right now. 

 

Thank you, Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, for your courage. We 
are all with you this morning. #KavanaughHearings 
#KavaNOTagain #IBelieveDrFord #BelieveSurvivors” 
-CJ, Raleigh, 9/27/18 

“I’m not convinced that he is outraged by anything ex-
cept the fact that his privilege is being challenged.” 
-PW, 9/27/18, Raleigh 
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“It is [about the most painful thing I’ve seen in a while]. 
There’s a special place in hell for [GOP prosecutor]  
Rachel Mitchell. I don’t know how she can do this.” 
-BDM, 9/27/18, Durham  

“He’s lost his cool. Federal judges shouldn’t lose 

their cool.” -VVB, 9/27/18, Carrboro  

“Um, why is Kavanaugh not being questioned by the sex 

crimes prosecutor, as his victim was? Wouldn’t the 

prosecutor be much more qualified than these guys to 

be able to suss out if this occurred, if he’s lying, if he’s a 

predator, given her stellar qualifications and years of 

experience?? This is such a complete farce and sham.” 

-SS, 9/27/18, Morrisville 

 

“What the second portion of this hearing is REALLY 

about is HOW MAD these white male GOP Senators are 

at Senator Dianne Feinstein for being smarter than them 

while also protecting #DrFord’s choice of confidential-

ity! #IBelieveChristineBlaseyFord #sexism” 

-JE, 9/27/18, Hollywood CA 

#Kavanaugh Posts Cont’d (from page 1) 

Resistance Plans for Lame Duck Leg-

islative Session beginning 11/27/18 

The NC Legislature called this lame duck legislative ses-

sion as a ‘special session’ months ago in anticipation of 

being able to implement some or all of the constitutional 

amendments they had placed on the ballot. Many or-

ganizations are working together to expose what they 

did. Events are planned in and around the Legislative 

Building at 16 W. Jones St on Tuesday, Nov 27, 2018. 

Please come to some or all if you can, or just come to 

witness the legislature’s actions, and make sure they 

know we care and are watching. 

 

NC NOW is part of the HKonJ coalition with the NAACP, 

so those events are included. The legislature begins 

(gavels in) at noon, but events begin at 10am at the Bi-

centennial Mall, which is across the street from the Leg-

islative Building, and may go until 5pm. 

 

10:30am - Press conference with coalition of organiza-

tions at Bicentennial Mall 

12:00pm Go to the NC House and Senate galleries as 

they gavel in. Expect them to put off session for later. 

12:00pm-2:00pm—Florence Survivors’ Day Of Action   

2:00pm—NC House and Senate expected to really be-

gin (no guarantee on time but people should be ready).  
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 

full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 

and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. Mailing label says if it’s time. 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________   

(Former/Returning member, different name/city? _________________________________) 

Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 

State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 
 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 

 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 

    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 

 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 

   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 

 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 

 


