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The war on women’s reproductive rights continues with the introduction of two 

new anti-abortion bills.   

The first is SB51/HB54, frighteningly called Unborn Child Protection from 

Dismemberment.  This bill attacks late term abortion by banning a commonly 

used procedure called “dilation and extraction” or “D&E.”  Another bill (HB28, 

introduced last week) attempts to block late term abortions by banning all 

abortion after 13 weeks.  The sad truth is that almost all late term abortions end 

wanted pregnancies that have gone tragically, heartbreakingly wrong.  This bill 

(SB51/HB54) does not take into account that the procedure it bans is also used 

to terminate pregnancies after the fetus has died and makes no exception for 

these cases.  The procedure is rare (0.2% of terminated pregnancies).  For more 

information, see:  “No, Late-Term Abortions Don't 'Rip' Babies Out Of Wombs -- 

And They Exist For A Reason, 10/20/16, Forbes at 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/tarahaelle/2016/10/20/no-late-term-abortions-

dont-rip-babies-out-of-wombs-but-they-are-needed/#395c7bd65cf8. 

The second anti-abortion bill introduced this week is SB52/HB53, A Second 

Chance for LIFE.  It is a more radical version of HB22 (introduced week 2 and 

misnamed the Woman’s Right to Know Act) that would require a physician to 

misinform women having medical abortions (the “abortion pill”) that the 

procedure is reversible.  This new version requires the physician, immediately 

after administering the first of two drugs, to provide the woman written 

misinformation about the reversibility of the procedure prepared by the 

Department of Health and Human Services.  In addition, she would be required 

to sign a statement that she received the information; the original would be 

permanently placed in her medical record, and she would be provided a 

photocopy. 

 

Abortion bills were not addressed last session, and it is not clear if there would be 

enough votes this session to override a veto by the governor.   We will monitor all 

four bills closely.  Prochoice advocates should contact their legislators to let 

them know that they oppose all of these four bills.   

 

The good news this week is HB69, Nonpartisan Redistricting Commission.  This bill 

is bipartisan and represents the best opportunity ever to end the extreme 

partisan gerrymandering that has been corrupting our elections.  This is an 

unprecedented opportunity for reform because even though Republicans now  
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hold comfortable majorities in both houses, they are extremely nervous about 

their chances of holding on to power after the 2020 elections; 

 

The commission would consist of 11 non-political members—4 Republicans, 4 

Democrats, and 3 others.  The bill is detailed, serious and well thought out and 

needs a groundswell of public support.  For more information, see: 
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article226205125.html 
 

The most outrageous bill introduced this week is HB65, Marriage Amendment 

Reaffirmation Act, which outlaws same sex marriage in North Carolina using 

spurious arguments that the landmark Supreme Court decision (Obergefell v. 

Hodges) legalizing same sex marriage is null and void North Carolina.  The 

Whereas clauses that lead up to the text of the bill itself maintain that same sex 

marriage is a tenet of a religion called Secular Humanism; therefore, legalizing 

same sex marriage is an unconstitutional establishment of religion.  I am not 

making this stuff up.  The reasoning goes downhill from there.  Expect this 

outrage to die in committee. See also "Bill filed to defy Supreme Court ruling, 

oppose same-sex marriage in N.C.", 2/14/19, NC Policy Watch. 

 

Senate Bills 

  

SB3/HB5:  An Act to Close the Medicaid Coverage Gap  

1/31/2019:  Senate Rules 

 

SB9:  Female Genital Mutilation Clarify/Prohibition:  Makes it a Class C felony to 

mutilate female genitals or for a parent or guardian to cause or consent to 

female genital mutilation of a minor. 

1/31/2019:  Filed 

 

SB19/HB10:  Repeal 2015 Law Pertaining to Monuments:  Repeals law that 

prohibits removal of historical (i.e., Confederate) monuments. 

02/05/2019:  Rules 

 

SB46/HB29:   Standing Up for Rape Victims Act of 2019:  Requires testing of all 

untested rape kits statewide to eliminate the inventory of untested rape kits and 

appropriated $3 million dollars each year of the biennium 2019-2021 to begin 

testing. 

02/13/19:  Rules 

 

SB50:  Reinstate Earned Income Tax Credit:   

O2/13/2-19:   Rules 
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SB51/HB54:  Unborn Child Protection from Dismemberment:  Graphically clinical, 

but medically inaccurate, language—exempts dismemberment that occurs 

during a suction abortion.  Contains an exemption for serious health risk to the 

woman; however expressly prohibits exemption on account of risk to a woman’s 

mental health, including risk of suicide.  For good measure, adds “Nothing in this 

Article shall be construed to create or recognize a right to abortion nor a right to 

a particular method of abortion.” 

02/13/19:  Rules 

 

SB52/HB53:  A Second Chance for LIFE:  Requires that a physician after providing 

any drug or chemical to induce abortion shall immediately provide the patient 

with written information made available by the Department of Health and 

Human Services falsely informing her that the procedure is reversible. She must  

sign a statement that she has received this information, and the original must be 

maintained in her medical records and she must be given a copy. 

02/13/2019:  Rules 

 

House Bills 

  

HB5/SB3:  An Act to Close the Medicaid Coverage Gap 

Expands Medicaid coverage and includes a Medicaid Coverage Gap 

Assessment that will require hospitals to pay the state share of the program and 

administrative costs associated with the program. 

1/31/2019:  Health; if favorable, Appropriations; if favorable, Rules 

 

HB10/SB19:  Repeal 2015 Law Pertaining to Monuments:   Repeals law that 

prohibits removal of historical (i.e., Confederate) monuments. 

01/31/2019:  State and Local Government; if favorable, Judiciary; 

 if favorable, Rules 

 

HB 20:  Remove Silent Sam:  Authorizes the Chancellor to remove a monument 

from the University campus and transfer it to the Department of Natural and 

Cultural Resources to be placed in a cemetery for Confederate soldiers. 

02/05/2019:  State and Local Government; if favorable, Education; if favorable, 

Rules 

 

HB22:  Woman’s Right to Know/Ashley’s Law:  Requires a physician administering 

a medical abortion to inform the patient that the procedure is reversible—a 

claim that is not supported by scientific evidence.  For background and more  

Information, see:  https://www.newsweek.com/pregnancy-center-claims-you-can-reverse-

medical-abortions-you-cant-doctors-say-872369 
02/06/2018:  House Judiciary; if favorable, Health; if favorable, Rules 
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HB28:  Prohibit Abortions after 13 Weeks: Revises North Carolina Law to prohibit 

abortion after 13 weeks.  The current law prohibits abortion after 20 weeks. 

02/06/2019:  House Judiciary; if favorable, Health; if favorable, Rules 

 

HB29/SB46:  Standing Up for Rape Victims (Survivors) Act of 2019:  Requires 

testing of all untested rape kits statewide to eliminate the inventory of untested 

rape kits and appropriated $3 million dollars each year of the biennium 2019-

2021 to begin testing. 

02/07/2019:  Judiciary; if favorable, Appropriations, Justice and Public Safety; if 

favorable, Appropriations; if favorable, Rules 

 

HB37:  Child Sex Abuse/Extend Statute of Limitations:  Extends the statute of 

limitations for filing a civil suit for child sexual abuse so that a plaintiff has until 

age 45 to commence an action. 

02/07/2019:  House Judiciary Subcommittee on Criminal Matters; 

 if favorable, Rules 

 

HB41:  Allison’s Law/GPS Tracking/DV/Funds:  Establishes a pilot program 

allowing the use of GPS tracking device on a person who has committed acts of 

domestic violence and appropriates funds. 

02/11/2019:  House Judiciary; if favorable, Appropriations, Justice and Public 

Safety; if favorable, Rules 

 

HB45:  Economic Security Act of 2019:  Increases the state minimum wage in 

stages to 15 dollars per hour over five years; mandates equal pay for equal 

work; requires paid sick and family medical leave; increases the tipped 

minimum wage, ending wage theft; requires fair assessment of persons with 

criminal records by “banning the box”; repeals public employee collective 

bargaining restrictions; and reenacts the earned income tax credit and tax 

credit for child care and certain employment related expenses. 

 

HB53/SB 52:  A Second Chance for LIFE:  Requires that a physician after 

providing any drug or chemical to induce abortion shall immediately provide 

the patient with written information made available by the Department of 

Health and Human Services falsely informing her that the procedure is reversible. 

She must sign a statement that she has received this information, and the 

original must be maintained in her medical records and she must be given a 

copy. 

02/13/2019:  Health; if favorable, Judiciary; if favorable, Rules 
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HB54/SB51:  Unborn Child Protection from Dismemberment:  Graphically clinical, 

but medically inaccurate, language—exempts dismemberment that occurs 

during a suction abortion.  Contains an exemption for serious health risk to the 

woman; however expressly prohibits exemption on account of risk to a woman’s 

mental health, including risk of suicide.  For good measure, adds “Nothing in this 

Article shall be construed to create or recognize a right to abortion nor a right to 

a particular method of abortion.” 

02/13/2019:  Health; if favorable, Judiciary; if favorable, Rules 

 

HB65:  Marriage Amendment Reaffirmation Act:  Would make same sex 

marriage not valid in North Carolina in spite of the Supreme Court ruling 

upholding it. 

02/14/2019:  Rules 

 

HB69:  Nonpartisan Redistricting Commission:  Establishes a non-partisan 11-

member commission (4 Republicans, 4 Democrats and 3 other members) to 

draw legislative districts. 

02/14/2019:  Redistricting; if favorable, Rules 
 


