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EVENT CALENDAR **2018** 

• Jul 6-8—National NOW Conference 

“Forward Feminism” in San Jose CA 

• Jul 12—Summer Social with Char-

lotte NOW at Birdsong Brewing Co. 

• Jul 17—protest Trump’s Supreme 

Court Nominee (Kavanaugh), TWT 

• Jul 19—Fayetteville, 3rd part of 

Community Conversations series—

6pm, downtown library. 

• Jul 26—Screening and panel on 

Trapped, at TBO in Raleigh with  

Naral and TWT group. 

• Aug 7—Protect Medicaid, Medicare 

& Social Security with TWT in Ral. 

• Aug 7—Screen “Seeing Allred” with 

Raleigh NOW 

• Aug 18-19—Charlotte NOW at Pride 

Festival in Charlotte 

• Aug 26—Women’s Equality Day in 

Fay., featuring Rep. Deb Butler 

• Aug 26—Women’s Equality Day 

focus continuing the March to the 

Polls at Parkway UCC in W-S. 

• Aug 7-30—series of #SaveRoe and 

#SaveScotus events across state. 

********************************************

Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—second Sundays at 

3pm. Email: nowaville@gmail.com  

Charlotte NOW—contact them for 

next ones—email: cltnow@yahoo.com 

Durham NOW—7pm, the second 

Tuesday of each month. Starbucks at 

54/55. Email: henryesthe@aol.com 

Fayetteville NOW—7pm, third Tues-

days, Belden-Horne House.  

Email: heq57@aol.com 

Raleigh NOW—7:15pm, the first Tues-

days, Cameron Village Library.  

Email: president@raleighnow.org 

Triad NOW—7pm, first Tuesdays in 

Winston-Salem.  

email: president@triadnow.org 

Since before 1982, the United States has been three states short of ratifying 
the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). That has all changed over the last two 
years. The ERA was ratified by Nevada last year (3/21/17) and by Illinois this 
year (5/30/18). Following the three-state strategy, we now need only one 
more state to ratify it & move us on to the next step. NC could be that state. 

As you know, NC NOW is one of the lead organizations of the ERA-NC Alli-
ance, made up of organizations and individuals working for ratification of 
ERA in NC. This year, the Winston & Strawn, LLC law firm has volunteered 
to help us pass ERA in NC. 
They hosted a cocktail re-
ception and panel in sup-
port of ratifying the ERA In 
NC at their office in Char-
lotte, on 7/12/18.  The 
panel discussion featured          
ERA bill sponsors in the 
NC House and Senate,                   Marena Groll speaking to panel audience 

and a lawyer from the law firm.           Photo Credit: Sen. Floyd McKissick Jr. 

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                    It has been an interesting summer with a highlight  
   being the national conference in July in San Jose  
   (see pg 2, especially what Sen. Pat Spearman said),  
   the short session lowlights including 6 constitu-
tional amendments (all unnecessary and some really dangerous). Then we 
had a number of special sessions to monitor and protest, and then the 
Kavaaugh nomination. An extra legislative ‘special session’ was called on 
July 24, with less than 24 hours notice, so the #NCGOP could interfere 
in some more in the election they had already stacked in their favor. NC 
NOW joined in protest at the NCGA for that special session, and organ-
ized a protest on the later Saturday session, 8/4/18, called to override 
Governor Cooper’s vetoes on two bills from that extra 7/24 session.  
Citizen outrage sparked creativity at this protest. More on pg 2.   
 

Tuesdays With Tillis protests continue around Senator Thom Tillis’ Raleigh 
office. NC NOW helps organize some weeks, and provides speakers others 
with themes like “Protect Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security,” “Tell the 
NCGA to stop their dirty tricks. #NixAllSix!”, “We protest Trump's Su-
preme Court nomination.” 
  
You help by protesting in person, by writing, by voting! But also by joining and 
staying a member of NOW —membership form on pg 6. Join an existing chap-
ter or make your own chapter (with us), and start learning together and plan-
ning education or protest events.  Stay up-to-date through email, our NC 
NOW website and facebook pages, events, and chapters. Send your email to 
president@raleighnow.org. Find past newsletters online at northcaro-
linanow.wordpress.com/newsletters/. 

NC Could Be the Last State Needed to Ratify ERA 

Recent and upcoming ERA Activities 
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What’s been going on... 

National NOW Conference 2018 Was Full Of Stars! July 2018 in San Jose, CA 
The ABC’s of Equality” 

• A. Acknowledge the issue. 

• B. Be prepared for the long haul. We will no longer 
suffer in silence. We need people who will be nice and 
kind. And we need to have others who fight like junk-
yard dogs. We gotta keep coming. 

• C. be Committed. Keep going when you see others 
making lies about you. It doesn’t matter what they 
call you, but what you answer to. 

And it doesn’t matter who takes the honor, but that we 
get the job done! 

The conference agenda can be found at  
2018_NOW_Conference_Agenda. Biographies for the 
speakers are at 2018_NOW_Conference_Speakers. 

 

Pro-choice Sig Ad Packets Delivered on 6/4/18 

NC NOW members delivered the pro-choice signature ad pack-

ets to all of our representatives in the NC House and NC Senate 

on Monday, 6/4/18. The 

packets included a copy 

of the pro-choice signa-

ture ad that we ran in 

Indy Week in January (as 

we do every year), and a 

letter from NC NOW. 

 

Photo Credit:  

Gailya Paliga  

This year the letter was somewhat focused on the terrible 

budget process which blocked input from all Democratic 

lawmakers and maybe some Republican ones as well. The 

letter also talked about inappropriate uses of taxpayer 

money in the budget. See the letter on the NC NOW Web-

site or contact president@raleighnow.org.  
 

NOW members from Raleigh, Triad and Fayetteville all 

worked together on the delivery. A few more members from 

Durham and Raleigh NOW wanted to join us but couldn’t 

make it. The group who came from Fayetteville was done in 

the main Legislative Building before the folks from Triad 

and Raleigh were done in the Legislative Office Building 

(next to Halifax Mall). They took the opportunity to talk to 

lawmakers as they waited. 
 

Personal note:  I have never done this with so many legisla-

tors and legislative assistants about.  

“Speak Truth To Power NOW” was the theme of the 

2018 National NOW Conference held in San Jose Cali-

fornia from Jul 6-Jul 8, 2018.  NOW members came 

from around the country to attend. The conference in-

cluded many plenaries and workshops. There also was a 

PAC discussion luncheon, full of more fabulous speak-

ers. My single favorite experience was meeting Attorney 

Gloria Allred after a screening of new documentary 

“Seeing Allred” which we hope to show in NC soon!  
 

My favorites speakers out of many exciting speakers 

were Feminist Majority founder Ellie Smeal and Nevada 

Senator Pat Spearman, who was instrumental in ratify-

ing ERA in NV. Both of these women have come to NC  

in the past – and I would say – follow them anywhere! 

Spearman got everyone riled up telling us about 

Citizen outrage sparked creativity at a protest of the lat-
est day of this special session series, when the #NCGA 
was called to return on a rare Saturday to override very 
valid vetoes from Governor Roy Cooper. The signature 
costume for this event was a man dressed up in regal 
attire who called himself “Berger King.” The legislature 
voted to override the two vetoes, but the outraged citi-
zens were speaking out and watching.  First article, 
“Facing protesters, NC legislators override vetoes” was 
posted at 12:24pm on 8/4/18. 

Many of the protesters were returning, since they had 
protested one or more days of the hastily called  
#DeceptionSession that started on Jul 24, 2018 with 
fewer than 24 hours notice. Protesters went on Aug 4 on 
short notice again as the outrage grew over the last few  
days. The Aug 4 session agenda included vetoes of the  
last minute legislation intended to deceive citizens into 

Outraged North Carolinians Pull Together Protest of NCGA Veto Overrides, 8/4/18 

voting away their rights in one of the bills. 

As NC NOW’s Robin Davis wrote in NC NOW’s Short Ses-
sion Wrap-Up Legislative Update, “The North Carolina state 
constitution isn’t broke and it doesn’t need fixing in the first 
place. Even so, this fall we will be asked to vote on six pro-
posed amendments to the state constitution. All are de-
signed to energize the Republican base in a year when that 
party is expected to suffer some losses. They also serve 
other purposes, including radical power grabs by the  
legislature at the ex-
pense of the governor, 
amendments to protect 
laws that the courts 
have ruled unconstitu-
tional, & amendments 
addressing cultural 
matters or designed to 
lock in the present 
[GOP] agenda for fu-
ture generations.”  



 

 

Medicare and Medicaid’s 53rd birthday was July 30, 2018; Social Security’s 83rd birthday is August 14. All three of these 
programs are under attack by the same people who recently gave a 1.5 trillion dollar tax cut to the wealthy last fall. One 
in three Americans is currently covered by Medicaid or Medicare.  These programs are vital for the survival of some of 
our most vulnerable people, and the intention of Paul Ryan as well as some NC legislators to cut them is widely known 
and would be detrimental to us all. This week’s rally calls attention to the importance of these programs and exposes 
some threats.   

One of our speakers, Luis Toledo of the NC Budget and Tax Center, wrote, “Since these programs were created, they have 
given millions of people access to doctors so they can maintain their health. Over the long-term, these programs have 
provided significant returns on investment, such as benefiting children into adulthood by lowering disability rates and 
increasing their earning income potential. Today, these two healthcare programs are worth celebrating and expanding 
even further as they continue to serve millions of Americans and North Carolinians each day.  At a time when some law-
makers in Congress and in our state’s General Assembly minimize the value of these critical healthcare programs and 
limit their potential, it is important to celebrate the 53rdanniversary of Medicaid and Medicare and recognize that their 
continued evolvement have helped transform the lives of millions of people in positive ways.” More at “Medicaid and 
Medicare mark 53rd anniversary by continuing to serve millions of North Carolinians today,” 7/31/18, NC Policy Watch. 

The North Carolina legislature has refused to expand Medicaid, which would cover 670,000 more people and would 
bring 4 billion Federal dollars a year to North Carolina, saving hospitals and lives and creating jobs, according to the NC 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).   

These programs face some serious threats. For example, proposed work requirements for Medicaid “would take coverage 
away from those in need, add new layers of costly red tape, and fail to boost unemployment,” according to the NC Justice 
Center. For more issues with work requirements on Medicaid, see “FACTSHEET: Taking Away People’s Health Care 
Won’t Move People to Work.” May 2018, NC Justice Center. 

Work requirements have been approved in four states, and waivers are pending in others, including North Caro-
lina. Most are states with Republican legislatures and governors.  Social Security is the sole source of income for many 
Seniors in North Carolina.  The growing lack of affordable housing may be affecting Seniors disproportionately,  and 
food insecurity is growing among older adults.  In 2014, 10.2 million older Americans faced the threat of hunger, repre-
senting 15.8% of adults aged 60 and older.   Senior citizens are increasingly dependent on Social Security, with 35% now 
relying on it for over 90% of their income.  
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Protect Medicaid, Medicare and Social Security,  

Tuesdays With Tillis event on 8/3/18 

The farther down the ballot an office is, the fewer the number of votes that will be cast for it. This is called “ballot 
fatigue. NC’s 2018 general election, the ballot is at least 2 pages long.  It is common for people who go to the polls 
not to vote for every contested position or proposed initiative. The difference between how many people go to the 
polls and how many actually vote on a specific issue or candidate is called voter falloff. For example, if a million 
voters cast ballots for president, but only 200,000 are cast for supreme court justice, then the falloff is 800,000 or 
80%. The level of falloff varies from race to race and issue to issue. 

Falloff happens for a variety of reasons. It can take a while to research choices sufficiently. Some people may feel 
uninformed about choices and skip down to candidates or issues they know. Endorsements from organizations you 
trust are helpful. NC NOW PAC has been providing endorsements in statewide races for decades.  

There is another phenomenon, called midterm falloff. Voters generally participate less in midterm elections than in 
presidential elections. “There are categories of voters—notably young and minority (especially Latino and Asian-
American, and to a lesser extent African-American) voters—who regularly become a smaller percentage of the elec-
torate in midterms.” “There is also a very real risk that Millennial turnout could lag in 2018,” according to 
“Democratic Wave may Depend on Millennials Becoming Unusually Motivated to Vote,” 5/17/18. 

Another important factor in close races is position of a candidate on ballot. Studies have shown ballot order favors the 
candidate listed first. NC lawmakers passed a law in June 2018 that puts NC Supreme Court candidate Anita Earls last 
on the ballot.  The #NCGA also put all of the judicial races after other partisan races.  Earls would have been first. 

Beware of Ballot Falloff/Ballot Fatigue—important choices at end! 



 

 

As we move into the full second year of the Trump 
presidency, we have seen an unprecedented number of 
attacks on immigrants, religious freedom, freedom of 
the press and levels of racism and sexism the likes of 
which haven’t been seen since the 60s.  We have also 
seen the highest court in the nation uphold the rights of 
individuals and businesses to discriminate against a 
person’s sexual orientation because of their religious 
beliefs, & that same court upholding a ban against Mus-
lims entering the country from 6 Muslim majority coun-
tries.  So, the question on everyone’s mind is “What will 
happen to Roe v Wade if another Trump appointed Su-
preme Court judge is appointed?” 

It’s important to remember that abortion rights have 
been eroding state by state over the last 30 years.  In-
deed, since the Reagan administration held office, states 
have become emboldened in restricting access to abor-
tion under the guise of “protecting the life of women 
and babies.”   The only reason the situation has not got-
ten even worse have been the number of lawsuits filed 
against these states for placing “undue burden” on 
women who seek abortions, the current federal standard 
that the Supreme Court established in 1992.  

According to the June 29, 2018 edition of the Washing-
ton Post, if Roe v Wade is overturned, regulating abor-
tion would revert fully to state legislatures, who have 
passed more than 400 laws that restrict access in the 
past six years alone. 

There are four states where abortion would be banned 
as soon as Roe v. Wade were overturned; Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North and South Dakota enacted “trigger 
laws” with delayed effective dates. Ten other states still 
have pre-Roe abortion bans on the books that never 
were repealed. Eight states 
have laws that explicitly pro-
tect abortion rights.  North 
Carolina currently does not 
have a “trigger law” but given 
the makeup of the NCGA and 
the attempts made in the past 
to restrict women’s access to 
abortion, N.C. could move 
quickly to make abortion ille-
gal or nearly impossible to ac-
cess. 

For the U.S. Senate to approve 
a new Supreme Court justice, 
they only need 51 votes.   There 
are two Republican senators-
Murkowski and Collins-who 
have stated their support  
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Bunton: The Impact of  one more Conservative #SCOTUS Justice on Roe v Wade 

for reproductive rights and would probably vote against 
a judge who states their will to overturn Roe v Wade; 
however, there are also three Democrats who could 
swing conservative and vote to approve the Supreme 
Court nominee. 

What can you do?  Write your Senators and Congress-
person.  Tell them to apply the same rules on selecting a 
Supreme Court justice in 2018 as they applied to the 
Obama administration in 2016.  They must wait until 
after the election to move forward.  Call, email and add 
your support to not overturning Roe v Wade.  Our eco-
nomic future as women is dependent on continuing ac-
cess to ALL forms of reproductive care. 

-By Lori Bunton, Vice President of Membership for  
NC National Organization for Women 

Note: NC’s US Senators are Senator Richard Burr and 
Senator Thom Tillis. See “How to contact NC’s US Sena-
tors – Burr and Tillis.” Find your Congressperson at the 
“Who Represents Me” at NC Legislature’s website 
ncleg.net in the North Carolina House Of Representa-
tives map.  

The threat to overturn the historic Roe v Wade deci-
sion, as well as threat to women's basic health care in 
general, has increased since the election of 45, the 
nominations of both Neil Gorsuch (now seated on 
SCOTUS, Supreme Court Of The United States) and 
Brett Kavanaugh. We must stand firm and fight for the 
preservation of reproductive rights and the sanctity of 
#SCOTUS.  Make plans to attend any town hall meet-
ings near you to show your support for Roe and SCO-
TUS. These town halls are hosted by Progress North 
Carolina, NC NOW, Naral Pro-choice North Carolina, 
Equality NC, Action NC and more organizations.  
Planned town halls  
• #SaveRoe in Charlotte on Tuesday, Aug 7, 

6:30pm-7:30pm 
• #SaveScotus in Greenville on Tuesday, Aug 14, 

6:30-7:30pm.  
• #SaveRoe in Fayetteville on Wednesday, Aug 15, 

6:30pm-7:30pm. (Later cancelled) 
• #SaveRoe in Asheville on Thursday, Aug 16, 6:30

-7:30pm, at Pack Memorial Library. 
• #SaveSCOTUS on Wed., Aug 29, 6:45-7:45, in 

Winston Salem, at Forsyth Central Library. 
• #SaveRoe on Thursday, Aug 30, 6:30-7:30pm, in 

Raleigh, at Sertoma Arts Center. 

#SaveScotus #SaveRoe Town Halls-Aug 2018 



 

 

and a lawyer from the law firm. The panel addressed the 
status of ratification efforts in North Carolina, the practical 
and legal implications of the ERA, and how individuals can 
become involved. 

ERA-NC Alliance members and member organizations of 
the ERA-NC Alliance attended (like NC NOW, AAUW-NC, 
and more).  

Senator Floyd McKissick, Jr., Representative Carla Cun-
ningham and Senator Erica D. Smith gave updates and 
information in regard to passing the ERA in NC. Lawyer 
Joanna Wade talked about the legal value of the ERA. 

Bills supporting North Carolina’s ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment were introduced in both houses of the 
North Carolina General Assembly in 2015 and again in 
2017. In 2017,  Senator Floyd McKissick, Jr., introduced 
SB 85 and Representative Carla Cunningham introduced 
HB 102. Both bills have multiple co-sponsors, but have 
been left sitting in their respective #NCGA Rules Commit-
tees (one in Senate Rules, one in House Rules). 

New bills were introduced the day after Illinois ratified ERA 
– to make clear that the 2017 ERA bills are still viable. Ac-
cording to an ERA-NC Press Release from 6/2/18, 

“On May 31st, additional ratifying bills were introduced in 
both the NC House and Senate. Senators Floyd McKissick 
and Terry Van Duyn are primary sponsors of S782, which 
explains why the ERA is still viable for ratification today, 
and allocates $10,000 to educate the public about the act. 
In the House, Representatives Carla Cunningham, Susan 
Fisher, Evelyn Terry and Deb Butler are primary sponsors 
of the companion bill H1072.” 

July 30, 2018 is the 53rd anniversary of President Lyndon 

B. Johnson signing the bill that led to Medicare and Medi-

caid into law.  This was part of Johnson's social reform 

movement known as "The Great Society," whose main 

goals were to eliminate poverty and racial injustice. The 

programs were intended to remove racial segregation prac-

ticed by hospitals & other health care facilities at the time. 

At first Medicare covered fewer than 5 million people, but 

since 1965 it has expanded significantly. Thanks to the 

Affordable Care Act expanding Medicaid, Medicaid cov-

ers even more people. In 2015, one in three Americans was 

covered by Medicare or Medicaid.   
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ERA Status and Big Anniversaries for Medicaid and Medicare 

At first Medicare covered fewer than 5 million people, but 

since 1965 it has expanded significantly. Thanks to the Af-

fordable Care Act expanding Medicaid, Medicaid covers 

even more people. In 2015, one in three Americans was 

covered by Medicare or Medicaid.   

In North Carolina, almost 2.3 million people receive com-

prehensive, affordable health coverage through Medicaid.  

Medicare is a federal pro-

gram that provides health 

coverage if you are 65 and 

older or have a severe dis-

ability, no matter your in-

come. 

• Medicare serves as a 

crucial source of 

healthcare for seniors – especially women, who are 

54% of recipients. 

• Almost 20% of Medicare recipients are under age 65 – 

including surviving spouses and children. 

Medicaid is a state and federal program that provides 

health coverage if you have a very low income. 

• Medicaid is a lifeline to those poor, older, and disabled 

Americans that would not have access to healthcare 

without this vital program. 

• Medicaid covers low income pregnant women, children 

and families.  

• It should be expanded to cover those not covered by 

the ACA. 

Expanding Medicaid would get healthcare to cover more 

North Carolinians, and also would bring tens of thousands 

of jobs and billions of dollars of federal money into all 

counties of North Carolina. 

The Medicaid program is jointly funded by the federal 

government and states. The federal government pays states 

for a specified percentage of program expenditures, called 

the Federal Medical Assistance percentage (FMAP). 

States can tailor their Medicaid programs to differently 

serve the people in their state, so there’s a wide variation in 

the services offered. "Medicaid policy and politics changed 

dramatically and unexpectedly in the late 1980s," accord-

ing to the chair of the department of health policy and man-

agement in Columbia University’s Mailman School of Pub-

lic Health, Michael S. Sparer. Sparer thinks that expanding 

and building on Medicaid could become a bipartisan 

American version of affordable coverage for all. 

ERA Cont’d (From Page 1) 

53rd Anniversary of  Medicaid and 

Medicare on 7/30/18 
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 

full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 

and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. Mailing label says if it’s time. 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________   

(Former/Returning member, different name/city? _________________________________) 

Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 

State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 
 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 

 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 

    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 

 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 

   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 

 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 

Fight the SCOTUS Nominee 


