
Kavanaugh confirmation is in serious trouble. 9/18/18 
 

My name is Gailya Paliga, and I am president of the NC National Organization for 

Women (NC NOW). 

 

Things have certainly changed a lot since our rally last week! But better for us. Judge 

Brett Kavanaugh’s Supreme Court confirmation is in serious trouble! 

 

We talked last week about some of the many, many things wrong with the BK Conf 

hearings. For example 

 Hearings were held even though millions of documents related to BK’s years in the 

George W. Bush White House were kept from the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

 Some 42,000 pages were given to the Senate Judiciary Committee the night 

before the hearings started – no time to process them. On purpose 

 Nearly 200,000 pages of Kavanaugh’s records from his tenure in the Bush 

White House had remained classified as “committee confidential,” meaning 

senators and certain aides could review them but not release them to the 

public. Some of those were leaked. Senator Cory Booker had a glorious I Am 

Spartacus moment. And then leaked documents 7 times last I read. 

Watching the Kavanaugh's hearings, you saw and heard – huge lack of 

transparency and appalling partisanship, especially with Grassley not following 

procedure when asked to delay, softball questions from Grassley’s enablers. Still,  

 Concerns on BK’s record and views have increased considerably. Plus, he caught 

lying with some leaked documents and emails. Seriously – he was proven to have 

lied in 2006 hearing to become the DC Circuit Judge he is now! 

 “We already knew that Judge Kavanaugh held highly ideological views on the 2nd 

Amendment, women’s reproductive rights and the executive power of the 

presidency. Judge Kavanaugh’s testimony shed new light on these positions and on 

his loyalty to President Trump and his political agenda.” Diane Feinstein wrote in 

“Why I'm voting 'no' on Brett Kavanaugh's Supreme Court nomination.”, 9/16/18 

 “During last week’s hearing and in his past opinions, Judge Kavanaugh repeatedly 

employed the language of the far right, at times sounding more like a Republican 

politician than a conservative judge.” Also from Diane Feinstein, same. 

 An ethical person, much less nominee for Supreme Court, should have walked out 

with all the issues happening last week. Should have insisted on proper delays. 

That Kavanaugh did not speaks volumes about his character. 

 

And in spite of all truth that was discovered in the hearings, last week it looked somehow 

possible that the votes would break down party lines in committee vote and in Senate 

vote. Only Republican men are on the Senate Judiciary Committee, but if it gets to the 

full senate, even the two pro-choice Republican women (Susan Collins and Lisa 

Murkowski) looked like they may vote for BK. And it was possible that some Democrats 

in red states could too. Partisan members in the full senate are really close, so a few 

ethical people is all it would take to win or lose Kavanaughs confirmation – the US Sente 

has 51 Republicans/49 Dems. They could confirm a nominee with 50 senators and Vice 

President Mike Pence. A vote was set for Thursday, Sep 19.  

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-feinstein-kavanaugh-hearings-20180916-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-feinstein-kavanaugh-hearings-20180916-story.html


 

Since the sexual assault charge, the outlook for both votes have changed. And the vote 

won’t get to whole senate if it does not pass this committee, or if Kavanaugh withdraws. 

 

A woman accused Kavanaugh of sexual assault when both were teenagers. Her story was 

shared to Senator Diane Feinstein in July 2018 through a congresswoman. Feinstein gave 

it to the FBI on Thursday, Sept 13. The charge was not taken seriously until the woman, 

who is a research psychologist and a professor at Palo Alto University, came out with her 

identity and said she’d testify. Even senators from his own party are afraid to vote for 

Kavanaugh with this kind of a cloud over him! The uproar has been so great that the 

chairman of the senate judiciary committee, Sen. Charles E Grassley (R- Iowa), set a 

hearing for next Monday, Sep 24, giving an actual week of notice, like he’s supposed to. 

At first Grassley tried to handle the charge quickly and quietly a few ways, but this public 

hearing in a week puts off the vote set for this Thursday. Major development! Time is a 

blessing!  

 

NOW is a different time than when Anita Hill came out against Clarence Thomas. The 

#MeToo movement has taken down some powerful people. The women’s marches have 

shown major strength. But in some ways, now is not different enough - Dr. Christine 

Blasey Ford is being attacked hard by Kavanaugh supporters – her reputation torn apart. 

This is likely why she didn’t want to come out – but she was unwilling to let BK’s 

confirmation go forward knowing what she did about him.  

 

Now, women are not willing to take it, and we have the internet to help to spread the word. 

 

The Kavanaugh nomination now faces three major problems. 

 

 The first is that Ford gave a name and a face to her accusations against 

Kavanaugh, and Ford is well respected. Her bravery ahead of this likely ordeal is 

impressive. https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/17/politics/brett-kavanaugh-

allegations-future-nomination/index.html  

(But I’m sure lawyer Debra Katz has a plan) 

 The second is that the Republicans on the committee will face the very tricky task 

of trying to discredit Ford to her face without setting off widespread backlash. 

Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) already tried this on 9/17/18, when he suggested that Ford 

had her story “mixed up,” carefully trying to avoid outright accusing her of lying! 

Hatch, former chairman of senate judiciary committee, that “even if the 

accusation is true, Kavanaugh is a „good man‟ and senators should judge who he 

is now.‟” Unbelievable. https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2018/09/17/sen-

hatch-says-christine/  

 The third problem for the Brett Kavanaugh nomination is this delay gives 

organizations, the Democrats and the media more time to continue finding and 

publicizing problems with Kavanaugh– and more time for the public to read about 

and understand his scandals – before a vote can take place. That could make it 

even harder for the wavering GOP Senators to vote “yes” in the end. 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/17/politics/brett-kavanaugh-allegations-future-nomination/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/17/politics/brett-kavanaugh-allegations-future-nomination/index.html
https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2018/09/17/sen-hatch-says-christine/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2018/09/17/sen-hatch-says-christine/


Some amazing statements on this. 

“It’s sad that some Republicans would rather smear a survivor of sexual assault and 

call her a liar than to consider that maybe their pick isn’t fit for the Supreme Court”  
-Ro Khanna, congressman from CA 

 

“A Woman's Experience Should Never Be Valued Less Than A Man's Career."  
- CEO of the TimesUp Legal Defense Fund, Fatima Goss Graves 

 

Some other issues that may still blow up like a volcano have come up. 

 Did you catch the story about former federal judge Alex Kozinski which broke 

last Dec? We hope it is still playing out. Brett Kavanaugh clerked for him. Is there 

any way BK wouldn't have noticed the bad treatment of the women clerks, or 

inappropriate behavior of this judge? “Prominent appeals court Judge Alex 

Kozinski accused of sexual misconduct” at 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/prominent-appeals-

court-judge-alex-kozinski-accused-of-sexual-misconduct/2017/12/08/1763e2b8-

d913-11e7-a841-2066faf731ef_story.html  

 Elle article on Kavanaugh and his woman problems did some incredible coverage. 

Elle article on 9/17/18 - Exactly How Many Women Does a Guy Have to Attack 

Before You Conclude He's Got Problems With Women? (Quoting this one below) 

 And this was so fascinating. Faced with this scandal, the GOP comes up with a 

letter (apparently prepared in advance) in which 65 women who knew Brett 

Kavanaugh at the time of the alleged attack claim that “[for] the entire time we 

have known Brett Kavanaugh, he has behaved honorably and treated women with 

respect.”  

 Could you find 65 people from h/s who would sign a letter for you? It looks like 

they have this letter already prepared. A group statement just in case your guy is 

accused of sexual assault! Sure seems like something you’d do if you knew that 

guy had sexual assault allegations. Also, Kavanaugh went to an all boy high 

school. How well could these women as girls have known him. 

 

Measures of a person’s character go far beyond whether he’s a nice guy to a girls’ sports 

team and good to employees. What does he do when others involve him in unethical 

behavior? Also, how is he for women of childbearing years across the US! 

 

“But, again: The question was never whether Kavanaugh would hurt women. People, 

mostly women, inevitably die and suffer when abortion is made illegal or inaccessible, 

and we have always known that Kavanaugh was being nominated on the basis of his 

opposition to abortion. The question has only ever been how much harm he‟ll do.” Elle. 

 

“Throughout Kavanaugh's hearings, women have been silenced over and over again, 

dragged screaming from courtrooms as they try to tell the world that Brett Kavanaugh is 

a threat. He didn‟t personally put his hand over their mouths. He didn‟t turn up the music 

so we couldn‟t hear them. He doesn‟t have to do that anymore: He‟s a Supreme Court 

nominee, and he has professional security guards standing at the ready to drown out any 

female voices that disrupt his rise to power.” Elle. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/prominent-appeals-court-judge-alex-kozinski-accused-of-sexual-misconduct/2017/12/08/1763e2b8-d913-11e7-a841-2066faf731ef_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/prominent-appeals-court-judge-alex-kozinski-accused-of-sexual-misconduct/2017/12/08/1763e2b8-d913-11e7-a841-2066faf731ef_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/prominent-appeals-court-judge-alex-kozinski-accused-of-sexual-misconduct/2017/12/08/1763e2b8-d913-11e7-a841-2066faf731ef_story.html
https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/a23277854/brett-kavanaugh-assault-allegations/
https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/a23277854/brett-kavanaugh-assault-allegations/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2016/jun/17/development-community-abortion-america
https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/a23277854/brett-kavanaugh-assault-allegations/
https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/a23277854/brett-kavanaugh-assault-allegations/


(Note – and in the Tuesdays With Tillis crowd, at least 5 of the regulars had been at the 

hearings protesting with their signs, and in one case, with her son in a stroller) 

 

“Because, if he‟s confirmed, it will be every woman in America. That‟s the point. One 

victim is enough, but it was never going to be just one. The man who now stands to strip 

reproductive autonomy from every woman and AFAB trans person in America is accused 

of sexual assault. Say what you will, but it doesn‟t exactly seem out of character.” Elle 

 

Experts weigh in in Politico Magazine – “What Should the Senate Do With Brett 

Kavanaugh?” at https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/09/17/what-should-the-

senate-do-with-brett-kavanaugh-219985  

„The question isn‟t only whether Brett Kavanaugh can still be a Supreme Court 

Justice; it‟s whether he can still be a federal judge‟ - Catharine A. MacKinnon is the 

James Barr Ames Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard Law School (since 2009) and 

Elizabeth A. Long Professor of Law at the University of Michigan Law School. 

 

“This confirmation should not proceed without a fuller account of the nominee‟s 

candor and character” - Deborah Rhode is the Ernest W. McFarland professor of law at 

Stanford Law School. 

 

I hope so anyway. And the best would be - not only would BK not be confirmed, but he 

would be sent to jail on perjury, or at least thrown off the circuit court. This terrible 

partisan nominee shows even by going along with this corrupt process that he is not fit to 

be a Supreme Court judge  
 

We see how the resistance is winning here – how we inspire each other to fight and win. 

Protesters in the hearing room inspire the doubting senators to fight. Some of those 

protesters are among us. They inspire us too! Doubting Senators questions inspire 

protester, they inspire stories, they inspire hope. The #metoo movement and women have 

put the fear of reprisal into the hearts of some of the senators pressured to vote for BK. 

They have to weigh their political futures in the face of #metoo payback, they have 

learned. 

 

We see how wise words can inspire too. I love what Al McSurely said last week 

[9/11/18] – Dare to struggle, dare to win. (Chant a few times with crowd) 

 

People are struggling against the corrupt hearing process for a partisan hack judge, and 

hope is in the air. 
 

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/09/17/what-should-the-senate-do-with-brett-kavanaugh-219985
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/09/17/what-should-the-senate-do-with-brett-kavanaugh-219985

