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ADJOURNMENT RESOLUTION—THEY’RE GONE, BUT THEY’LL BE BAAAACK! 

 

The short session adjourned on June 26, 2018—but the Adjournment Resolution 

calls for a lame duck session beginning November 27.  This session will occur 

before the newly elected legislators take office; therefore, Republicans will 

retain their gerrymandered veto-proof majorities in both houses for one more 

session.  

 

SIX PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ON NOVEMBER BALLOT 

The North Carolina state constitution isn’t broke and it doesn’t need fixing.  Even 

so, this fall we will be asked to vote on six proposed amendments to the state 

constitution.  All are designed to energize the Republican base in a year when 

that party is expected to suffer some losses.  They also serve other purposes, 

including radical power grabs by the legislature at the expense of the governor, 

amendments to protect laws that the courts have ruled unconstitutional, and 

amendments addressing cultural matters or designed to lock in the present 

Republican agenda for future generations.  Here is a list of the six amendments 

we will be voting on: 

 

1.  BIPARTISAN BOARD OF ETHICS AND ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT/STATE  

     CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

 This proposed amendment would effectively remove control of a combined 

state board of elections and state board of ethics from the executive branch 

(the governor) and transfer the power to the legislative branch.  The board itself 

would be composed of four members recommended by the Speaker of the 

House and four by the President of the Senate (both currently Republicans).  In 

addition, there would be four Senators (no more than two from a party) and four 

members of the House (no more than two from a party), the “bipartisan” 

component of the board.  In short, only half of the proposed board would really 

be bipartisan.  But beyond the Board of Ethics and Elections Enforcement, the 

proposed amendment will give the legislature the power to “control the powers, 

duties, responsibilities, appointments and terms of office of any board or 

commission.”  It will be necessary to amend the “separation of powers” section 

of the state constitution to accommodate this radical change, and the 

proposed amendment also does just that.  This proposed amendment is a jaw-

dropping power-grab by the legislature and should be roundly defeated. 
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2.  VOTER ID/STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

This proposed amendment to the state constitution would require a photo ID for 

in-person voting.  The language on the ballot will be general; however, the 

(presumed) Republican majority will write the actual bill.  In short, the voters are 

being asked to approve a pig in a poke.  The tactic here is rewriting the 

constitution when the court finds the legislation you pass unconstitutional.  There 

is little reason to assume that any new bill will not be another measure aimed at 

voter suppression that will go far beyond voter ID alone.  It should be noted that 

voter ID is not required for absentee voting or early voting, which is technically a 

form of absentee voting.  Republicans hope that this measure will appeal to 

their base and boost their turnout in an election in which they are expected to 

lose legislative seats.   

 

3.  CAP STATE INCOME TAX AT 7.0%/STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT   

The North Carolina Constitution currently places a 10% cap on the state income 

tax.  Again, this proposed amendment to the state constitution is designed to 

encourage the Republican base to turn out for the 2018 elections.  It may look 

like a tax reduction, but if the state income tax can’t be raised, more regressive 

measures, such as the sales tax, will be needed.  At a time when federal support 

for programs is being slashed, lowering the cap on the state income tax could 

have terrible consequences for people who depend on these programs.  This 

article examines the potential disastrous impact of North Carolina children:  

http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article213254949.html .   

 

4.  PROTECT THE RIGHT TO HUNT, FISH, AND HARVEST WILDLIFE/STATE 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

Hunting and fishing rights are not being threatened.  This proposed amendment 

would “forever preserve” the “right of the people to hunt, fish, and harvest 

wildlife using traditional means.”  This proposal is transparently designed to 

attract rural (and hopefully conservative) voters to the polls. 

 

5.  JUDICIAL VACANCY SUNSHINE/STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

This proposed amendment would essentially transfer the power to fill a judicial 

vacancy from the governor to the legislature in a convoluted way.  The 

language is so vague that it is difficult to determine exactly what implementa-

tion could involve.  It is another power grab by the legislature at the expense of 

the governor.  For more details, see:  

http://www.ncpolicywatch.com/2018/06/22/round-up-ncga-discusses-four-

constitutional-amendments-hunting-and-fishing-voter-id-victims-rights-legislative-

appointment-of-judges/ 

 

 

http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article213254949.html
http://www.ncpolicywatch.com/2018/06/22/round-up-ncga-discusses-four-constitutional-amendments-hunting-and-fishing-voter-id-victims-rights-legislative-appointment-of-judges/
http://www.ncpolicywatch.com/2018/06/22/round-up-ncga-discusses-four-constitutional-amendments-hunting-and-fishing-voter-id-victims-rights-legislative-appointment-of-judges/
http://www.ncpolicywatch.com/2018/06/22/round-up-ncga-discusses-four-constitutional-amendments-hunting-and-fishing-voter-id-victims-rights-legislative-appointment-of-judges/
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6.  STRENGTHENING VICTIMS’ RIGHTS/STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

This proposed amendment would strengthen the language describing rights that 

victims of crimes already have but would not provide any new rights.  This is a 

largely symbolic measure to appeal to conservatives concerned about crime 

and draw them to the polls. 

 

ERA NC ADVOCACY DAY 2018 A RESOUNDING SUCCESS 

 

Photo Credit: Mike Oniffrey 

ERA NC Advocacy Day on Wednesday, 6/27/18, included at least 100 women 

and a few good men from across North Carolina, many dressed in green and 

white.  The event was organized by the ERA-NC Alliance and associated groups 

(including NC NOW, NC4ERA, RatifyERANC, AAUW-NC, LWV-NC, BPW-NC) at the 

Legislative Building, 16 W. Jones St. 

At the 10am press conference, there were about 35 people in the press room 

and another 65 or more outside the window looking in--women from all over 

North Carolina, from Duck to Asheville and beyond.  Many legislators came to 

support the ERA.  

Rep. Deb Butler spoke first followed by Sen. Erica Smith, who gave a powerful 

speech. She ended one part with a poem which was a twist on Sojourner Truth's 

"Ain't I a Woman?"  Senator Floyd McKissick spoke next. He has been a constant 

advocate for women, and was our primary sponsor of the Senate ERA bills. Sen. 

Joyce Waddell and Sen. Mike Woodard also spoke.  When Sen. Erica Smith  
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closed, she had the women in the press room call out where in NC they came 

from.  After the press conference, participants delivered information packets to 

the legislators.  

We thank Mike Oniffrey for the wonderful pictures, including the one above. 

RESTRICTIONS ON EARLY VOTING  

This bill began life as a tax bill that passed the Senate last session.  In this session 

a House subcommittee stripped out the original language and transformed it 

into a bill that places new restrictions on early voting.  Both the process that 

produced the bill and its contents have been severely criticized.  It is yet another 

“bait and switch” bill that evaded the usual process for introducing, hearing, 

and voting on a bill.  The state Board of Elections was especially concerned that 

it was given no notice that the bill was being considered.  It is yet another voting 

bill that targets African American voters “with surgical precision” by eliminating 

the last Saturday of early voting, the day the largest percentage of African 

Americans early vote, and rescheduling early voting in a way that could reduce 

the number of early voting sites.  The provision to eliminate the last Saturday of 

early voting caused such a public outcry that a last minute bill restored it.  The 

exact hours will be set by local boards of elections.  For more details on both the 

process and the content of the bill, see: 

https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2018/06/14/early-voting-bill-stirs-controversy-

among-watchdogs-board-of-elections/ 

 

ENACTED LAWS 

S99:  Appropriations Act of 2018  (BUDGET) 

S99 began last session as a bill dealing with auto insurance.  It passed both 

houses in different versions, and a conference committee was appointed. But 

the session adjourned before the conference committee could present its 

report.    At the beginning of this session the old conference committee was 

dismissed and a new conference committee was appointed.  The new 

conference committee stripped out the text of the old bill and substituted the 

text of the Republican budget.  As a conference committee report instead of a 

bill, the budget went directly to the floor for an up or down vote, bypassing the 

usual budget committees where the budget is debated and citizens and 

experts may testify, answer questions, and provide information.  No 

amendments were allowed.  

 

H913:  Bipartisan Board of Ethics and Elections Enforcement/State Constitutional  

           Amendment       

Effectively removes control of a combined state board of election and state 

board of ethics from the executive branch (the governor) and transfers the  

https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2018/06/14/early-voting-bill-stirs-controversy-among-watchdogs-board-of-elections/
https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2018/06/14/early-voting-bill-stirs-controversy-among-watchdogs-board-of-elections/


-5- 

 

power to the legislative branch.  But beyond the Board of Ethics and Elections 

Enforcement, the proposed amendment will give the legislature the power to 

“control the powers, duties, responsibilities, appointments and terms of office of 

any board or commission.”  It will be necessary to amend the “separation of 

powers” section of the state constitution to accommodate this radical change, 

and the proposed amendment also does just that.  

   

H945:  Rape Evidence Kit Tracking Act 

A bill to create a statewide tracking system for sexual assault evidence kits and 

to require testing of untested sexual assault evidence collection kits as 

recommended by the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Public Safety; 

however, no funds are appropriated in this bill to conduct testing.   

 

H1092:  Require Photo ID to Vote/Constitutional Amendment  

This bill would place proposed constitutional amendment on November 2018 

ballot:  “Photo Identification for Voting:  Every person offering to vote in person 

shall present photo identification in the manner prescribed by law.” 

 

S75:  Maximum Income Tax Rate of 7.0%/Constitutional Amendment 

This bill would amend the North Carolina Constitution to cap the state income 

tax rate at 7.0%. 

 

S325:  Uniform and Expanded Early Voting Act 

This bill began life as a tax bill passed by the Senate in 2017.  A House 

subcommittee stripped out the original language and transformed it into a bill 

restricting early voting. 

 

H551/S595:  Strengthening Victims’ Rights/Constitutional Amendment 

This bill would amend the North Carolina Constitution to strengthen the rights of 

victims of crimes and delinquencies stipulating that the legislature shall pass laws 

that define these rights. 

  

S677:  Protect Right to Hunt, Fish, and Harvest Wildlife/Constitutional Amendment 

This proposed amendment (S677) would “forever preserve” the right of the 

people to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife using traditional means.” 

 

S814:  Judicial Vacancy Sunshine Amendment 

This bill would essentially transfer the power to fill judicial vacancies from the 

governor to the legislature.  It does so in a convoluted way, and the language is 

so vague that it is difficult to determine exactly how it would work in practice. 

 

 



-6- 

 

FAILED BILLS 

 

H976 (identical to S734):  Extreme Risk Protection Orders 

A bill that would authorize the issuance of an order of extreme risk protection to 

restrict temporarily a person’s access to firearms if there is evidence that the 

person poses a danger of physical harm to self or others. 

 

H1038 (identical to S786) :  Healthy Mother and Child/Shackling Prohibition 

Prohibits the use of restraints on a prisoner known to be pregnant including 

transport to a medical facility, delivery, and postpartum recovery, unless the 

corrections official makes an individualized determination that the prisoner or 

detainee presents an extraordinary circumstance. 

 

H1044: (identical to S789)  General Assembly/Prevent Workplace Harassment 

Requires the General Assembly to develop and implement mandatory ethics 

training to prevent workplace harassment and other forms of discrimination in 

the workplace, to adopt clear sanctions policies for workplace harassment, and 

to implement a complaint filing process that is confidential, and to appropriate 

funds. 

 

S734 (identical to H976):  Extreme Risk Protection Orders 

A bill to authorize the issuance of an extreme risk protection order to restrict 

temporarily access to firearms if there is evidence that a person poses a danger 

of physical harm to self or others.  

 

S767:  Medicaid Expansion/Healthcare Jobs Initiative 

A bill to expand eligibility for the Medicaid program to include all people under 

age 65 who have incomes equal to or below 133 percent of the federal poverty 

level. 

 

S783:  North Carolina Equal Pay Act/Funds 

A bill to prohibit discrimination in the payment of wages on the basis of the 

gender of the employee and to appropriate funds to the Department of Labor 

to educate the public concerning the provisions of this act. 

 

S794:  Hate Crimes Prevention Act 

A bill to increase the scope and punishment of hate crimes; to require the State 

Bureau of Investigation to create and maintain a hate crimes statistics 

database; and other provisions for funding and training. 
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S798:  Establish Birth Center Licensure Act  

A bill to establish licensing requirements for birth centers. 

 

S801:  Revoke Consent/Intercourse and Sexual Acts 

A bill to provide that a person who continues to engage in sexual intercourse or 

a sex act after consent has been withdrawn is deemed to have committed the 

act of intercourse or sexual act by force and against the will of the other person. 

 

 


