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Nina Ahmad, Ph.D. 

Nina Ahmad, Ph.D., believes in the power of people to make positive change and is an advocate 

for equity for all. Dr. Ahmad is a first-generation American, scientist, and former Deputy Mayor for 

Public Engagement for the City of Philadelphia where she was the first Asian American woman to 

hold a Cabinet position. She received her Doctoral degree from the University of Pennsylvania. 

She is one of the patent holders of ―Methods of detecting a Genetic Predisposition for 

Osteoarthritis‖.  She held a joint Assistant Professorship at Wills Eye Hospital and the 

Ophthalmology Department of Jefferson Medical College and subsequent Directorship of 

Molecular Biology of the Research Department at Wills Eye Hospital. She co-founded JNA 

Capital, Inc., a community development, and finance company where she served as its Executive 

VP of Government Affairs post-academic year. 

As a former President of Philadelphia NOW, Nina led the fight against the District Attorney’s office 

when they refused to fire three prosecutors who had e-mailed degrading explicit images. She has 

also led vital efforts to fight workplace discrimination and harassment which undermines women, 

and people of color, economically. As one of the few women of color to serve on the board of the 

Philadelphia Foundation, she has helped provide millions of dollars to local nonprofits aimed at 

fighting poverty and educating young people. She was appointed by President Obama to his 

Advisory Commission on AAPI and was the 2016 Honoree of the Pennsylvania Immigration & 

Citizenship Coalition for her work with immigrants and refugees in civic life. Just recently, Nina 

was recognized by City & State PA as one of the 50 most prominent and accomplished leaders in 

government, business, and media over the age of 50 who continue to make a positive impact on 

Pennsylvania. 

Nina ran for Lieutenant Governor in the May 2018 Democratic Primary to restore integrity to the 

office and to be the progressive voice that Pennsylvania needs to take on Donald Trump. She 

came in a strong second securing 183,265 votes after only eleven weeks of running for this seat, 

winning in 15 counties throughout Pennsylvania. 

State Delegate Hala Ayala 

In early November, Hala Ayala won her seat in the Virginia House of Delegates, beating a four-

term incumbent, and becoming one of the first Latina women to serve in the House, and is 

currently serving as a State Delegate for Virginia’s 51st District. Ayala continues her 20-year 

career as a cybersecurity specialist for the Department of Homeland Security where she has a 

strong dedication to the safety and security of her community members. 

She is the mother of two and an avid community advocate, who founded the Prince William 

County Chapter of the National Organization for Women (PWC NOW). Hala was elected Vice 



President at the state level of Virginia National Organization for Women (VA NOW), and in Prince 

William County she serves on several community boards, including the Literacy Foundation of 

America Prince William County. Ayala is a graduate of both Emerge Virginia and the Virginia 

Progressive Leadership Project. In 2015, she was appointed by Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D) to the 

Virginia Council on Women where she served as Vice Chair. In 2015, she was appointed Vice 

Chair of the Occoquan Democratic Committee and recently also served as Fundraising Chair. 

Her commitment to service and community is the heart of her passion which is evident in her 

various leadership roles. 

Ayala has many career ambitions which may include a future run for Congress and maybe 

president, perhaps becoming the first Latina president? It is exciting to think that one day a Latina 

woman could reach high enough to shatter the highest of glass ceilings. However, her focus right 

now is serving in the House of Delegates. 

John Erickson 

John Erickson is a Ph.D. candidate in American Religious History and holds two MA’s from 

Claremont Graduate University. John serves as a commissioner on the California Commission on 

the Status of Women, having been appointed by Governor Jerry Brown in 2017. In addition to the 

commission, John serves as the President of the Hollywood Chapter for the National 

Organization for Women, a Board Member for the City of West Hollywood’s Lesbian and Gay 

Advisory Board, a Board Member for the ACLU of Southern California, and the Legislative Action 

Chair for Stonewall Democratic Club. He co-founded the digital publication the Engaged Gaze 

and contributes regularly to a number of online publications on the topics of LGBTQIA+ history, 

feminism, masculinity studies, and American religious history. 

John was one of the main organizers of the Women’s March Los Angeles on January 20, 2017, 

that brought 750,000 people to Downtown Los Angeles, as well as the follow-up march in 2018. 

He was also a coordinator for the #ResistMarch on June 11, 2017, where more than 100,000 

people took to the streets in the city of West Hollywood. 

Outside of his activist work, John is the Legislative Representative for Los Angeles World Airports 

where he oversees and works on federal, state, regional and regulatory legislation and policies. 

Before coming to LAWA, John worked for the city of West Hollywood most recently as the 

Community Events Technician and the City Council Deputy to Councilmember Abbe Land. In 

addition to his work at the city of West Hollywood, John served as the President of the West 

Hollywood Municipal Employees Union, AFSCME Local 3339, AFL-CIO. 

U.S. Rep. Anna Eshoo 

Rep. Anna Eshoo (D) represents California’s 18th Congressional District, covering Silicon Valley 

and the communities of Redwood City, Sunnyvale, Mountain View, Palo Alto and parts of San 

Jose. First elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1993, Eshoo is the only Assyrian 

American in Congress and only one of two congresswomen of Armenian descent. She served on 

the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors for ten years and was elected president of the Board. 



She has been consistently re-elected to Congress by a wide margin. She currently serves as At-

Large Democratic Whip. 

Eshoo’s distinguished career in the House is marked by strong representation on human rights 

issues, women’s rights, immigration policy, and technology. She has worked to create a legal 

pathway to citizenship and supports the DREAM Act as well as sponsoring legislation to preserve 

net neutrality through the Internet Freedom Preservation Act. She serves on the powerful Energy 

and Commerce Committee where she has championed clean energy technology and innovation. 

As a member of the Health Subcommittee, Eshoo drafted portions of the Affordable Care Act to 

provide comprehensive, affordable health insurance for all Americans, including eliminating 

lifetime limits in health insurance plans. She has also written landmark legislation to promote the 

development of lifesaving cures in biologic drugs, protections of a patient’s genetic information, 

modernizing how the Food and Drug Administration regulates and approves medical devices, and 

she has promoted the development of drugs specifically for children. 

Rep. Eshoo is a member of the bipartisan Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and is an 

advocate for access to family planning services, a supporter of the Equal Rights Amendment, 

Family and Medical Leave Act, Paycheck Fairness Act, Violence Against Women Act, access to 

sexual health education and of a women’s right to abortion care. 

Ethel Guttenberg 

Ethel Guttenberg is a mother, grandmother, retired registered nurse, realtor, and a political 

activist. She grew up in the Bronx, New York, graduated from Plattsburgh State Teachers College 

with a B.S. in Nursing, and received her Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Long 

Island University. 

Ethel joined Huntington, New York NOW when her children were young and remained an active 

member for many years. Upon moving to Cincinnati, Ohio she immediately became a member of 

Cincinnati NOW and has held many leadership positions. 

Ethel’s family suffered two major tragedies in the last six months.  Her son, Dr. Michael 

Guttenberg, died this past October from pancreatic cancer that was associated with toxin 

exposure related to working as a rescuer on 9/11 at the World Trade Center.  Her 14-year-old 

granddaughter, Jaime Guttenberg, was one of the students murdered during the high school 

shooting on February 14, 2018 in Parkland, Florida. 

Ethel had been active in Moms Demand Action since the Sandy Hook shooting but she never 

imagined that one of her own grandchildren would become a victim of gun violence.  She will 

continue to dedicate her life to making Jaime’s memory a blessing by her fierce advocacy work 

that aims to protect all of our children from gun violence. 

U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee 

Rep. Barbara Lee was born in segregated El Paso, Tex., later moving to the San Fernando Valley, 

California. She was a single mother raising two sons. She attended Mill’s College where she was 



president of the Black Student Union and invited Rep. Shirley Chisholm, then the first Black 

woman elected to Congress, to speak on campus. Lee worked in Chisholm’s historic campaign 

for president and was a Chisholm delegate to the 1972 Democratic National Convention. 

Rep. Lee received her Masters of Social Work from the University of California, Berkeley, later 

founding the Community Health Alliance for Neighborhood Growth and Education, providing 

mental health services in the East Bay area. In 1975, Lee joined the staff of Rep. Ron Dellums 

(D) where she rose to the position of Chief of Staff – is one of only a few women and a person of 

color, to hold a senior position on Capitol Hill. 

In 1987, Lee returned to the Bay area and founded a facilities management company that grew to 

over 500 employees. Lee was elected to the California State Assembly in 1990, serving six years 

and authoring 67 bills and resolutions that were signed into law on a wide variety of issues, 

including LGBTQIA+ rights and hate crimes reduction. Later as a State Senator, she authored 

and passed the first California Violence Against Women Act and served as a member of the 

California Commission on the Status of Women. 

In 1998, Lee was elected to serve California’s 9th congressional district (now the 13th) in a 

special election. In 2001, Rep. Lee received national attention as the only Member of Congress to 

oppose the authorization for the use of military force (AUMF) in the wake of the horrific events on 

September 11th. Rep. Lee continues working to repeal this blank check and restore Congress’s 

constitutional oversight to matters of war and peace. 

In 2007, she worked with a diverse coalition of Members to create the Out of Poverty Caucus. In 

2013, she became chair of the Democratic Whip Task Force on Poverty, Income Inequality and 

Opportunity. Since entering Congress, she has authored or co-authored every major piece of 

HIV/AIDS legislation including the legislative frameworks for the President’s Emergency Plan for 

AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. In 2011, 

Congresswoman Lee formed the bipartisan and bicameral Congressional HIV/AIDS Caucus, 

which she co-chairs.  She currently serves as Co-Chair of the Pro-Choice Caucus. 

U.S. Rep. Zoe Lofgren 

Zoe Lofgren has been a Democratic member of the United States House of Representatives 

since 1995. She represents the 19th District of California, based in the ―Capital of Silicon Valley,‖ 

San Jose.   

A lifelong Bay area resident, Zoe attended public schools and attended Stanford University on a 

scholarship, graduating with a bachelor’s degree in political science in 1970. She attended, with 

the help of a scholarship, Santa Clara University School of Law, graduating cum laude in 1975. 

She served as a member of Congressman Don Edwards’ staff for eight years in both his San 

Jose and Washington D.C. offices. While practicing and teaching immigration law, she was first 

elected to the San Jose Evergreen Community College Board in 1979.  In 1980, she was elected 

to the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors where she served for 14 years. Following 



Congressman Don Edwards’ retirement in 1994 after 32 years in Congress, Zoe was elected to 

the House of Representatives. 

As the highest ranking Democrat and former chair of the Subcommittee on Immigration and 

Border Security, and a former immigration attorney and immigration law professor, Zoe is 

recognized as an established champion of top-to-bottom immigration reform and a national leader 

in immigration policy. During the 113th Congress, she played a key role in negotiating a 

comprehensive reform bill in the House Representatives as part of an eight-person bipartisan 

working group. 

In 2010, in part due to her work on the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors 

(DREAM) Act, then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi presented Zoe with the gavel used to preside over the 

passage of the bill in the House of Representatives. 

Zoe is known for her work on patent reform, copyright issues, digital rights, and net 

neutrality.  She successfully fought to initiate the ―e-rate‖ that provides affordable internet access 

for schools, libraries, and rural health centers, and she is the author of legislation that would allow 

the unlocking of cellular phones and other digital devices to give owners more control over their 

devices. 

In 2014, Zoe led a bipartisan effort to close backdoor loopholes on unwarranted government 

surveillance. The Massie-Lofgren amendment to the 2015 Department of Defense Appropriations 

Act to stop the NSA from searching Americans’ private communications collected without a 

warrant, and to prohibit the NSA from weakening security protections in devices and software for 

unwarranted surveillance purposes, passed the House by a resoundingly bipartisan vote of 293 to 

123. 

Zoe is the elected Chair of the California Democratic Congressional Delegation, consisting of 39 

Democratic members of the House of Representatives from California.  It is the most diverse 

delegation in the House and outnumbers all other state House delegations. 

State Representative Lois Galgay Reckitt 

Lois Galgay Reckitt is a graduate of Brandeis (B.A.) and Boston Universities (M.A.) and for 36 

years was the Executive Director of Family Crisis Services in Cumberland County. This 

organization under her guidance has been a leader in Maine’s innovations in the area of domestic 

violence services and prevention – for youth, elders, incarcerated women, people with disabilities, 

New Americans and the LGBTQIA+ community. She received numerous awards from various 

community sectors, but most impactful was her work over the years with the criminal justice 

system in Maine. During these years she has received awards from Maine’s Judicial Branch. 

State Bar Association and Maine Chiefs of Police. In addition, she was inducted in 1997 into the 

Maine Women’s Hall of Fame. 

Reckitt is currently a member of the House of Representatives in Maine’s 128th Legislature 

representing the ocean end of South Portland. 



Jennifer Reisch 

Jennifer Reisch became the Legal Director of Equal Rights Advocates in September 2012, 

assuming responsibility for directing ERA’s efforts to seek equality and justice for women and 

girls in schools and workplaces across the country. She manages a team of dedicated attorneys, 

law fellows, and law clerks who make an impact through litigation and direct legal services, bold 

policy reform initiatives, and innovative community education and outreach campaigns. 

Reisch is proud to have helped pass the strongest equal pay law in the nation, the California Fair 

Pay Act of 2015, and been part of the team representing Betty Dukes and other women in their 

history-making case against Wal-Mart. Jennifer has served as lead counsel in dozens of cases 

brought on behalf of women workers, including Aviles v. BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair, a 

Title VII class action sex discrimination suit which resulted in a $4.6 million settlement and 

significant policy changes designed to prevent harassment, discrimination, and retaliation against 

women working in a highly male-dominated industry. 

Reisch graduated from Yale University cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1996 and received her 

law degree from the University of California, Berkeley in 2002. She lives in Oakland with her 

family. 

Carol Robles-Román 

Carol Robles-Román is the Co-President and CEO of the ERA Coalition and the Fund for 

Women’s Equality where she leads national efforts to advocate, educate and organize to ensure 

constitutional equality for women in the United States. The ERA Coalition and the Fund for 

Women’s Equality are sister organizations, founded in 2014 to work respectively for passage and 

ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment and for a greater public understanding of the need for 

comprehensive, fair and equal treatment of women and girls under the law. 

Carol was formerly President and CEO, Legal Momentum – The Women’s Legal Defense and 

Education Fund. As Deputy Mayor for Legal Affairs and Counsel to NYC Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg for 12 years, she spearheaded public-private partnerships in judicial administration, 

domestic violence, enforcement of anti-discrimination laws and human trafficking. She is featured 

in the recent documentary about efforts to eradicate the sexual exploitation of women in ―I am 

Jane Doe.‖ 

Carol co-chairs the NYC Council Young Women’s Initiative Advisory Council, is on the NOW 

Advisory Committee, and is on the boards of the Women’s Forum of New York, and Veteran 

Feminists of America. She is a member of the National Football League Domestic Violence 

Working Group.  She has received numerous awards and recognitions, including the designation 

as one of the ―100 Most Influential Hispanics‖ by Hispanic Business Magazine. 

Carol holds a J.D. from New York University School of Law, and a B.A. from Fordham University 

at Lincoln Center. 



Jeanne Rizzo, R.N. 

As President and Chief Executive Officer, Jeanne Rizzo’s vision guides Breast Cancer Prevention 

Partners in advancing its bold mission to prevent breast cancer by eliminating our exposure to 

toxic chemicals and radiation linked to the disease. Under her leadership, the organization 

continues its commitment to strong science, smart public policy, and consumer education. Ms. 

Rizzo is Co-Founder of Cancer Free Economy Network and a recipient of many awards, most 

recently the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences ―Champion of Environmental 

Health Research Award.‖ 

Rizzo is past Council Chair of the California Breast Cancer Research Program and is a steering 

committee member of the program’s Prevention Initiative. She is also an appointed member of 

the National Institutes of Health’s Interagency Breast Cancer and Environmental Research 

Coordinating Committee and a recipient of the California Public Health Association – North’s 

Helen Rodriguez-Trias ―Lighting the Way‖ Award and the Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 9’s Green Chemistry Environmental Leader Award.  A nurse, then an award-winning 

music, theater, and film producer, Ms. Rizzo produced the documentary Climb Against the Odds: 

Mt. McKinley, which chronicles the Breast Cancer Fund’s 1998 expedition.     

Esta Soler 

As President of Futures Without Violence, then the Family Violence Prevention Fund, Esta Soler 

was a driving force behind passage of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (VAWA)—the 

nation’s first comprehensive federal response to the violence that plagues families and 

communities. Congress reauthorized and expanded the law in 2000, 2005, and 2013. Now, she is 

committed to passage of the International Violence Against Women Act to prevent gender-based 

violence on a global scale. 

Soler’s work to prevent violence against women has been featured on ―MAKERS‖, an innovative 

video and documentary project launched by AOL and PBS to showcase stories from trailblazing 

women. Soler also delivered a TEDTalk charting 30 years of tactics and technologies—from the 

Polaroid camera to social media—that have shaped the movement to end domestic violence. 

Soler’s many awards include a Kellogg Foundation National Leadership Fellowship, the 

University of California, San Francisco Medal, a Koret Israel Prize, and a University of California 

Public Health Heroes Award. She is also the recipient of the Leadership Award from the Coro 

Center for Civic Leadership and the Matthew O. Tobriner Public Service Award from the 

Employment Law Center in San Francisco for pioneering work on behalf of women and children. 

Soler holds an honorary doctorate from Simmons College in Boston. 

State Senator Patricia Spearman 

Patricia Spearman’s courage, commitment, and dedication to the rights of the people started 

before becoming Senator of Nevada District 1. For 29 years, she was on the front line, serving in 
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the Army Operations Center for the Pentagon, ascending to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and 

receiving the highest title of honor bestowed by the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Feeling the need to do more for her community, Patricia took on the San Marcos Independent 

School District Board. Within six months of membership and with a pledge to serve and 

adherence to education, she took on the challenge of President of the School Board. It was here 

that she realized the challenges that parents, administrators, and educators face when ensuring 

that every child has access to an equal and sustainable public education. 

In 2008, Patricia Spearman took on the reins to ensure Barack Obama’s 12.5 point Nevada 

victory – the state’s largest margin of victory in two decades. Her work with the Obama campaign, 

her experience as a public servant and the 2008 recession inspired in her a need to do more. 

In 2012, Patricia Spearman filed to run for Nevada’s 1st Senate District. Her opponent, a 

conservative incumbent, stood no chance against Spearman’s grassroots foundation. As 

Spearman ran for Senate, she pursued a Doctor of Business Administration at Walden 

University.  Her mission statement to become a voice of the people, a supporter of community 

groups and an ally to local leaders guaranteed her a 63% victory. 

In the Nevada Senate, Patricia Spearman, as Chair of the Legislative Operations and Elections 

Committee, used her roles to pass countless legislations on LGBTQIA+ Rights, Economic 

Development, Veterans Affairs, Equal Rights and Health Care. She sponsored a bill that passed 

the Legislature adding gender identity to the state hate crime law, giving transgender victims of 

hate crimes opportunity to receive justice. Spearman supported a constitutional amendment for 

marriage equality, fought to ban anti-LGBTQIA+ discrimination, introduced a resolution to ratify 

the Equal Rights Amendment, advocated equal pay for equal work, and supported an assembly 

bill to extend voter registration that passed both chambers of the legislature. 

After the 2016 Orlando nightclub mass shooting, the deadliest anti-LGBTQIA+ hate crime in U.S. 

history, Patricia Spearman organized a memorial ceremony at the Gay and Lesbian Community 

Center of Southern Nevada. The previous year, she had introduced a bill to prohibit domestic 

abusers and stalkers from gun ownership. 

Nora E. Vargas 

Nora E. Vargas serves as the vice president of community & government relations for Planned 

Parenthood of the Pacific Southwest. In her role, she is responsible for leading the development 

and implementation of the vision and strategy for the agency’s Community and Government 

Relations department. In addition, she oversees the day-to-day operation of the agency’s political 

organization, Planned Parenthood Action Fund of the Pacific Southwest, including its Issues 

Campaigns and Political Action Committee. 

Vargas was appointed and later elected to the Southwestern Community College District 

Governing Board, the only institution of higher education in the San Diego County’s South Bay. 

Most recently, she was appointed by Governor Jerry Brown to serve on the 12-member California 



State Teachers Retirement System. Committed to community service, Vargas also serves as a 

champion of Hispanas Organized for Political Equality, as a board member for the National 

Association of Latino Elected Officials, and a board member for Run Women Run, a nonpartisan 

organization that inspires, recruits, and trains qualified, pro-choice women to seek elected and 

appointed office. She continues to be a passionate advocate for women and communities of color 

and ensuring they are included in the public dialogue about important issues like health care 

access, civic engagement, and education. 

Mary Durden 

Mary is driven by issues at the intersections of economic, gender, and racial justice and is 

committed to uplifting survivors of oppression. 

At Ibis, she manages the communications, coalition building, and policy efforts for Free the Pill, a 

national campaign working toward making a birth control pill available over the counter in the US. 

Currently, she is involved in a pivotal study to make birth control over the counter and more 

accessible for communities in need. She also organizes a research project focused on improving 

affirming and inclusive abortion and contraceptive care for transgender and gender-expansive 

individuals. 

Prior to joining Ibis, Mary spent two years at the National Network of Abortion Funds where she 

supported staff, board members, and abortion funds across the US as the Operations and 

Outreach Manager. She serves remotely on the steering committee of the Boston Abortion 

Support Collective, a person-of-color-led initiative that provides free, compassionate support for 

individuals experiencing abortion. Mary holds Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees in Gender and 

Women’s Studies from the University of Wisconsin – Madison and Wellesley College, 

respectively. 

Supervisor Cindy Chavez 

Supervisor Cindy Chavez is the vice president of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors in 

the Silicon Valley and the only woman on the board.  She represents more than 400,000 

residents in some of the most disadvantaged areas of the Silicon Valley – downtown, East and 

South San Jose and serves on some of the most powerful committees and authorities in the 

region. 

Supervisor Chavez is producing a substantial body of work on women’s issues. Those changes 

include expediting the processing of rape kits for sexual assault survivors; giving women in Santa 

Clara County historical recognitions; all events surrounding the 100th anniversary of a woman’s 

right to vote that will increase voter registration and produce accurate Census numbers; and 

substantially increasing the amount of money for services for survivors of intimate partner 

violence for housing, employment, child care, mental health. She earlier took the lead on policies 

for wage equality and wage theft in Silicon Valley. 



Supervisor Chavez also led efforts to create jail diversion programs for mentally ill offenders and 

the homeless, including sobering stations, crisis stabilization beds, and mobile crisis teams. She 

was the architect of Santa Clara County’s successful $950-million dollar housing bond in the 

November 2016 election that will be instrumental in getting housing built for the mentally ill, 

homeless and working-disadvantaged families. Similarly, Supervisor Chavez worked to develop a 

shelter for homeless LGBTQ youth, a large percentage who were kicked out of their homes. She 

is the lead advocate for services for housing, mental health, child care, legal and employment 

services for women who are intimate partner violence victims. She is happily married to Mike 

Potter and they have a teenage son Brennan. 

Rachel Piazza 

Rachel Piazza is a TEDx speaker, award-winning activist, college educator and published author. 

She is a founding officer of NOW’s inaugural virtual chapter, Young Feminists, and Allies. As a 

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu specialist–with over a decade of experience–she helps women ignite and 

celebrate their power. Combining her strengths as an athlete and scholar, Rachel 

developed Feminist Self-Defense, an empowerment-based self-defense curriculum. Her fun yet 

effective approach has been lauded by leaders in the anti-violence field. 

By bringing her acclaimed self-defense program to the 2018 NOW Conference, Rachel will teach 

basic de-escalation and escape strategies that can be applied right away. She believes each 

individual is the expert on their own lives and that the blame and shame always belongs to the 

perpetrator. Feeling powerful can have a tangible impact on a person’s life – and ultimately their 

ability to defend themselves. While Rachel acknowledges that only men can stop sexual assault, 

shewants to give women more choices when responding to potential threats. This women-power 

fueled program will leave participants feeling uplifted and powerful from the inside out. 

Rachel’s class is offered both Friday, July 6th and Saturday, July 7th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

The class is limited to 25 persons per session. To register for a session, please email Rachel 

prior to each session at rachel.piazza@gmail.com. 

Kamala Lopez 

Kamala Lopez is an actress, director, and political activist. She has worked as an actress in over 

thirty films and sixty television shows.  In 1995, she formed her own production company, Heroica 

Films, with the goal to write, direct and produce media for women, about women and employing 

women both in front of and behind the camera. 

Her passion for the Equal Rights Amendment was spurred by the realization that women did not 

yet have guaranteed Constitutional protections, and that most Americans (including herself) were 

unaware of this glaring inequality.  In 2009, Lopez created a national media campaign called the 

ERA Education Project to raise awareness about the ERA and began interviewing women about 

the impact civil rights issues and the lack of guaranteed protections affects their daily lives. Her 

resulting award-winning documentary,  Equal Means Equal, features renowned feminist Gloria 
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Steinem and 100 other women speaking their truths and showcases the reality of being a woman 

in modern America. 

Nerexda Soto 

Nerexda Soto was born and raised in North Long Beach. She has worked in the service industry 

for 6 years, and first got involved in the union while working as a restaurant server at the Hyatt 

Regency Long Beach. Nerexda’s activism started after she was harassed by a hotel guest who 

came to her restaurant day after day, refusing to leave her alone and making demeaning 

comments. With the union, Nerexda found she was protected for speaking up even if it was 

against customers. 

As a shop steward, Nerexda learned how to stand up for herself and her coworkers and was soon 

a leader in a campaign to create a citywide ordinance to require hotels in Long Beach and later 

Rancho Palos Verdes to provide panic buttons for hospitality workers and protect them for 

speaking up about sexual harassment and abuse. 

When management at her hotel began retaliating against Nerexda for speaking up, it only 

strengthened her resolve. Similarly, when Long Beach politicians sided with the hotel industry and 

voted the panic button measure down, Nerexda took leadership in an ongoing grassroots 

campaign to place the panic button ordinance as an initiative on the November ballot. 

In recognition for her advocacy in Long Beach, Nerexda was included in TIME Magazine’s 

Silence Breakers story selected as 2017’s pick for the Person of the Year award. Nerexda still 

proudly lives in Long Beach where she is well known in the activist community. 

 


