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Budget 

 

The Republican leadership has devised a plan to pass their budget bill without 

going through the normal appropriations process and blocking any 

amendments.  The improvised process begins with a bill concerning auto 

insurance (S99) already passed last year by both houses but which did not 

become law because there were differences in the versions passed by the 

House and Senate. This bill went to a conference committee, which was tasked 

with ironing out the differences and producing a compromise bill, in the form of 

a committee report.  The conference committee report is then re-submitted for 

an up or down vote with no amendments—a process normally used only for bills 

that have already been debated and amended in both houses.  

 

The old conferees have been dismissed and a new conference committee has 

been appointed.   The new committee will strip the old bill (S99) of its contents 

and substitute the text of the Republican budget.  This “committee report” will 

then be subjected for an up or down vote with no amendments allowed.   The 

actual text of the budget has not yet been revealed to the public. 

 

This panic evidently was triggered by the Democrats’ announced plan to 

increase the education budget substantially to provide more funding for 

education and better pay raises for teachers.  The Democrats have also 

proposed to fund their increased education spending by delaying the tax cuts 

passed last year.  Republicans do not want a recorded vote on increasing 

education funding (an issue they oppose) right before an election because they 

fear (with good reason) that their position will be unpopular.   The Republican 

leadership has announced that their budget will not include teacher pay raises 

above what was passed last year and that the tax cuts will not be delayed. The 

News and Observer Editorial Board exposed NCGA leadership (Senator Phil 

Berger and Rep. Tim Moore) for circumventing democracy and for their terrible 

hypocrisy in an Editorial “Cut from the NC budget: Democracy,” 5/26/18, at 

http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article211879774.html. 

 

TAKE ACTION:  Senator Jeff Jackson has created page where citizens can 

express their outrage at these underhanded tactics, which he calls the “nuclear 

option” :  http://www.jeffjacksonnc.com/nuclear-option 

 

http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article211879774.html
http://www.jeffjacksonnc.com/nuclear-option
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RAPE KITS 

H945 (identical to S727) is a bill to create a statewide tracking system for sexual 

assault evidence kits and to require testing of untested sexual assault evidence  

kits as recommended by the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Public 

Safety; however, no funds are appropriated to conduct testing.  At best, if 

passed, this bill should prevent destruction of rape kits as has happened in the 

past.  The House bill has been referred to the Judiciary II Committee; the Senate 

Bill has been referred to its Rules Committee.   

 

GUN VIOLENCE 

H976 (identical to S734) is a bill that would authorize the issuance of an extreme 

risk protection order to restrict temporarily a person’s access to firearms if there is 

evidence that the person poses a danger of physical harm to self or others  Both 

the House and Senate bills have been referred to Rules Committees. 

 

HOUSE BILLS 

 

H945/S727:  Rape Evidence Kit Tracking Act 

A bill to create a statewide tracking system for sexual assault evidence kits and 

to require testing of untested sexual assault evidence collection kits as 

recommended by the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Public Safety; 

however, no funds are appropriated to conduct testing.   

05/17/2018  House Rules Committee 

 

H976/S734:  Extreme Risk Protection Orders 

A bill to authorize the issuance of an extreme risk protection order to restrict 

temporarily access to firearms if there is evidence that a person poses a danger 

of physical harm to self or others.  

05/22/2018   House Rules Committee 

 

 

SENATE BILLS 

 

S99:  Report Certain CTR Data/Auto Ins. Accuracy  (BUDGET) 

This bill passed both the House and Senate last year in different versions and was 

referred to a conference committee.  At the beginning of this session the old 

conference committee was dismissed and a new conference committee was 

appointed.  The new conference committee will strip out the text of the old bill 

and substitute the text of the Republican budget.  As a conference committee 

report, the budget will go directly to the floor, bypassing the usual budget 

committees and be voted up or down.  No amendments will be allowed. 
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S727/H945:  Rape Evidence Kit Tracking Act 

A bill to create a statewide tracking system for sexual assault evidence kits and 

to require testing of untested sexual assault evidence collection kits as 

recommended by the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Public Safety; 

however, no funds are appropriated to conduct testing.   

05/23/2018  Senate Rules Committee 

 

S734/H976:  Extreme Risk Protection Orders 

A bill to authorize the issuance of an extreme risk protection order to restrict 

temporarily access to firearms if there is evidence that a person poses a danger 

of physical harm to self or others.  

05/24/2018   Senate Rules Committee 

 

 


