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EVENT CALENDAR **2018** 
 May 4—A New Day in Fight Against 

Gun Violence, NCJC event, 12-1pm. 
 May 8—Protect Food Assistance 

(SNAP) For North Carolinians! —
Raleigh Protest Event at 310 New 
Bern Ave, Raleigh, 11:30am-12:30p 

 May 14—Moral Mondays return—six 
in a row starting on 5/14/18, near 
Legislative Building, in Raleigh 

 May 15—SPLC speaker at monthly 
Community Conversations event at 
main library in Fayetteville, 6:30pm 

 May 16—NC Public Schools Day Of 
Advocacy, NC Legislative Building in 
Raleigh, 10am-5pm  

 May 22—CPCs are topic at Tues-
days With Tillis, 11:30am, Raleigh 

 June 4—Pro-Choice Signature Ad 
Packet Delivery at NC Legislative 
Building in Raleigh, 4:30pm 

 Jun 9—Second annual Feminist 5k 
in Raleigh, Chavis Park, 8am-10am 

 Jul 6-8—National NOW Conference 
“Forward Feminism” in San Jose CA 

********************************************
Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—second Sundays at 
3pm. Email: nowaville@gmail.com  
Charlotte NOW—contact them for 
next ones—email: cltnow@yahoo.com 

Durham NOW—7pm, the second 
Tuesday of each month. Starbucks at 
54/55. Email: henryesthe@aol.com 

Fayetteville NOW—7pm, third Tues-
days, Belden-Horne House.  
Email: heq57@aol.com 

Raleigh NOW—7:15pm, the first Tues-
days, Cameron Village Library.  
Email: president@raleighnow.org 

Triad NOW—7pm, first Tuesdays in 
Winston-Salem.  
email: president@triadnow.org 

Crystal Coast NOW: starting soon! 

NOW has Political Action Committees (PAC) at two levels—state and federal. NC 

NOW PAC endorses on statewide races, including Governor, Lt. Governor, Attor-

ney General, State Senate, State House, and certain judicial positions.  The Na-

tional NOW PAC endorses in federal level races, like president, vice president, US 

Congress and US Senate, as applicable. So far this year, NOW has endorsed in 4 

NC federal races:  District 2 – Linda Coleman; District 4 - David Price (I);  

District 7 – Dr. Kyle Horton; District 12 - Alma Adams (I). Adams, Price and 

Coleman have all been endorsed before by NOW PAC and/or the NC NOW PAC—
with voting records to back up their ideals.  All of 

these candidates are great on women’s issues. 

The NC NOW PAC continues endorsements from 

previous years, unless there has been a problem, as 

with votes against our issues and interests. More 

interviews and endorsements will be done after the 

2018 primary. All legislative seats (NC House and 

NC Senate) are up for grabs in 2018! Read more 

about NC’s 2018 elections on page 4.   

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                    It's going to be an interesting election year with many 
   people making their statements on Trump and the  
   direction of the country with their votes. Women 
have really stepped up to run this election! The rest of us need to vote! All 
seats in NCGA are up for grabs. More on page 1 (above) and page 4. 
 

Trump’s administration has moved to impose policies that hurt women and 
families in the US and overseas. Read about how #globalgagrule is so much 
worse under Trump and the “Global Her Act” which would fix it. The April 10 
event also discussed the #HydeAmendment which has been renewed every 
year since 1976 and prevents Medicaid from paying for abortions for poor 
women, and prevents federal government insurance from covering abortions 
for other women. The “Each Woman Act” would fix that. See page 5. 
 

Lori Bunton went to DC on 4/25/18, to attend NOW’s #EnoughIsEnough 
Summit exploring the next steps after #MeToo. She summarizes the summit 
on page 2. See our website for a longer description with pictures. Also read 
about Triad NOW’s United Nations—Committee on Status for Women (UN-
CSW) trip and Fayetteville NOW’s Community Conversation events, including 
next one on May 15. All on page 2. More on untested rape kits on page 3. 
  

There are many ways you can make a difference. Joining and staying a mem-
ber of NC NOW is the easiest—membership form on pg 6. Join an existing 
chapter or make your own chapter, and start learning together and planning 
education or protest events.  Stay up-to-date through email, our NC NOW 
website and facebook pages, events, and chapters. Newsletters are very in-
formative, but you can keep much more up to date when you share your email 
address with us. Send to president@raleighnow.org. 

National NOW PAC endorses 4 candidates in NC, 

NC NOW PAC endorses 23 in Primary. More soon. 

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2018/03/06/feminist-5k-run-walk-roll-jun-8-2018/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2018/03/06/feminist-5k-run-walk-roll-jun-8-2018/
https://now.org/conference/
https://now.org/conference/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com
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What’s been going on... 

May 1 Triad NOW Meeting—UN-CSW Report, By Audrey Muck, Triad NOW President 
Triad NOW 

at UN-CSW 

in NYC 

 

 

 

 

                                      Photo Credit: Irene Fredericks 

 

At the May 1 Triad NOW meeting, the 5 travelers shared 

their ‘wow’ moments as well as ideas for Triad NOW and 
women in the Triad as a result of the multitude of sessions 

they each attended. WomenNC was also there, as they  are 

every year. Look for the story at www.northcarolinanow.org.  

 

Community Conversation: Illusion of Race, Fayette-

ville, 3/19/18, 6-7:45pm   Fayetteville NOW and its coali-

tion partners showed the first in a 3 documentary series, 

“Race: The Power of an Illusion.” The documentary, titled 
“The Difference Between Us,” questions the belief that ra-
cial differences are innate. A facilitated discussion followed 

the viewing of this film. Turnout was great. 
 

Specifically, the documentary examines the contemporary 

science - including genetics - that challenges our common-

sense assumptions that human beings can be bundled into 

three or four fundamentally different groups according to 

their physical traits. 

NEXT: The May 15 Community Conver-

sation is with Lecia Brooks, Outreach 

Director for the Southern Poverty 

Law Center. Brooks will discuss the 

SPLC, and its work tracking hate groups, 

whose numbers have drastically in-

creased in recent years.   
 

Picture from 3/19/18 event 

Photo Credit: Meleisa Rush-Lane 

Date: Tuesday, May 15 

Time: 6:30pm-8pm 

Place: Cumberland Co. Public Library, 300 Maiden Ln, Fay. 
 

Co-sponsors of this series are Fayetteville National  

Organization for Women, Fayetteville-Cumberland County 

Human Relations Department, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 

Fayetteville NAACP & Cumberland Co. Assoc. of Educators.  

In March 2018, five members from Triad NOW attended 

the 62nd United Nations (UN) Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW) in New York City.   
 

CSW is the principal global intergovernmental body exclu-

sively dedicated to the promotion of gender equality and 

the empowerment of women.  The CSW is instrumental in 

promoting women’s rights, documenting the reality of 
women’s lives throughout the world, and shaping global 
standards on gender equality and empowerment of women. 
 

Part of the fun was that each of the attendees has different 

issues they are passionate about –  ending violence against 

women, developing women leaders, women in the media,  

climate change – so they attended different sessions and 

frequently didn’t see each other until dinner and a nightly 
debrief session. They also got to have some fun in NYC; 

they went to a Broadway show. 

The National Organization for Women, in conjunction with 
the Feminist Majority Foundation, sponsored a one-day 
summit and congressional briefing in DC to address sexual 
harassment and assault in the workplace and schools, 
#EnoughIsEnough. The goal of the summit was to have 
speakers from all walks of life-legislators, activists, aca-
demics and survivors-explore various facets of sexual  
violence in workplaces and in schools.  The speakers would 
address needed improvements in law and policy, recom-
mendations for the most effective methods in preventing 
and dealing with sexual violence, and strategies to craft a 
more survivor-centric legal system. 
NOW President Toni Van Pelt kicked off the conference 
talking about this pivotal moment in history for women.  
Women are angry and fed up with status quo and it came to 
a head when Trump was elected.  The #MeToo movement 
has galvanized activists, men and women from across the 
country and has already spurred women legislators to 

#EnoughIsEnough Summit with NOW in DC, by NC NOW VP of Membership, Lori Bunton 

sponsor legislation to 
make changes.  Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney has 
introduced a bill in 
Congress that will no 
longer allow compa-
nies to tax deduct the 
payments they make 
for settlement or  
penalties for sexual 
harassment. 
 

           Photo Credit: Lori Bunton                The first panel was a 
who’s who of legal minds from national organizations! The 
second panel looked at state laws (see photo). The third panel 
was about campus safety and Title IX. The lunchtime speaker 
spoke about reinstating VAWA. The fourth panel focused on 
sexual harassment in the workplace. See a full report at north-
carolinanow.wordpress.com/EnoughIsEnough-Summit-Report-4-25-18/ 

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2018/03/19/community-conversation-illusion-of-race-fayetteville-3-19-18/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2018/03/19/community-conversation-illusion-of-race-fayetteville-3-19-18/


 

 

“Why are there so many untested rape kits in NC?” People have asked this in response to an NC NOW article about who 
initiated the rape kit inventory in NC, and also asked this in response to posts about #endthebacklog and the documen-
tary “I Am Evidence” that examines the problem of untested rape kits, and was shown on HBO on 4/16/18. 

A “rape kit” is a package of items used with a sexual assault forensic exam to capture and preserve DNA evidence from a 
crime like rape or sexual assault that may be  collected from the victim’s body, clothes and other personal belongings. 
Rape kits are known by other names like sexual assault evidence collection kit (SAECK), sexual assault kit (SAK), physi-
cal evidence recovery kit (PERK). The exam may take many hours for a doctor or nurse to complete. 

NC’s own rape kit inventory counted 15,160 untested rape kits in 2017, as reported on 2/28/18, by Attorney General Josh 
Stein.  One problem is there is no common rule on who foots the bill for rape kit testing across the country — rules vary 
by  state and city.  

According to “NC may have more untested rape kits now than any state. Advocates want answers.” News and Observer, 
3/7/18, “California and Florida currently are reported as having more than 13,000 untested kits.”  

NC has a long history with not testing them. According to the same N&O article on untested rape kits, “In 2004, North 
Carolina inventoried 6,200 kits that piled up before the state crime lab had enough funding to test rape kits in cases 
without a known suspect, according to the attorney general’s office. It cleared the backlog by testing a few hundred and 
deeming most of them unfit for DNA analysis.” 

It’s not clear why most of them would be considered “unfit for DNA analysis” in 2004, but certainly now DNA testing is 
more advanced. Not testing rape kits is terrible for victims in NC, who first suffered the assaults and then collecting the 
samples took another many hours. Not testing also leaves the rapist free to hurt other victims—rape is a serial crime.  

The inventory report included data from each city/town/university. Many places reported Zero Untested rape kits, espe-
cially universities around the state, some cities and some counties. For example, Fayetteville had hundreds still untested, 
while Cumberland County claimed they had none. Fayetteville Police Department admitted that they had thrown some 
of their older ones away in the past, and made a task force for these cases, who then contacted past victims. 

Right now, “[the North Carolina state crime lab itself — where the kits are sent from police departments — has an inven-
tory of 164 untested rape kits, the oldest one dating to July 2017.” (Continued on Page 5) 
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Not testing rape kits is a massive failure to take advantage of science,  
By Gailya Paliga, NC NOW President 

The Feminist 5k returns in 2018! 
Sign up before May 9th for an early bird rate! 

This is a fun run/walk/renunciation of the patriarchy. 

It's been quite a year, dealing with a federal administration in chaos, and with our own legislative leadership issues in 

NC. On the other hand, women are rising up! Joining existing organizations doing the work to make change, like the Na-

tional Organization for Women. Women are leading groups all over. And the #MeToo movement has been a catalyst for 

long overdue recognition of how widespread Sexual Harassment is. 

You can sign up now and save at https://app.racereach.com/event/feminist-
5k/register! You’ll get a better rate if you sign up by May 9th. Better still for NC 
NOW members, who get a further discount. Use code ‘NC NOW’ to take ad-
vantage of the NC NOW discount. 

The facebook event is at www.facebook.com/feminist-5k/.  

Click the link below, or email feminist5k@gmail.com for a paper form.  
(Online registration requires a gender selection; the paper form does not.) 

Proceeds benefit the Women's Center of Wake County, Inc. 

Feminist 5K Run/Walk/Roll – 6/9/18 

http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/crime/article202727479.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/crime/article203795399.html
https://app.racereach.com/event/feminist-5k/register
https://app.racereach.com/event/feminist-5k/register
https://app.racereach.com/event/feminist-5k/register
https://app.racereach.com/event/feminist-5k/register
https://www.facebook.com/events/1009083252564386/


 

 

2018 is an interesting year in North Carolina because all 
legislative seats are up for election. There is a lot of excite-
ment around being able to vote, in part due to backlash 
against the Trump administration and its policies, and also 
due to the will to make change thanks to the #MeToo 
movement, recognition of the reinforced need for 
#gunsafety thanks to students in Parkland FL, exposure of 
racial violence and unfairness via #BlackLivesMatter and 
the inspiration of the #WomensMarches.  

Early voting started April 19 for the May 8 primary.  As you 
may remember, same-day registration and provisional bal-
lots had been thrown out in 2013 when the Republican-
controlled legislature rewrote voting rules, but were re-
stored by the courts in 2014.  

People are gearing up for elections in NC as elsewhere in 
the country, where less conservative to truly progressive 
candidates have been winning. One exciting story came 
from the surprise midterm election in Virginia on 11/7/17, 
where 33 year old “Danica Roem of Virginia [became] the 
first openly transgender person elected and seated in a 
U.S. statehouse, Washington Post, 11/7/17. Article says, 

"Virginia’s most socially conservative state lawmaker 
was ousted from office Tuesday [11/7/17] by Danica 
Roem, a Democrat who will be one of the nation’s first 
openly transgender elected officials and who embodies 
much of what Del. Robert G. Marshall fought against in 
Richmond." 

In 2018, many were thrilled to see a female judge win a 
hotly contested state Supreme Court seat in Wisconsin, 
Washington Post, 4/4/18.  

 

 

 

 

 Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Rebecca Dallet 
 Photo Credit: DalletforJustice.com 

Facts about NC's 2018 Election 

Ballotpedia on NC Senate, and Ballotpedia on NC House 
talks about the 2018 election and explains why all seats are 
up for grabs. The articles include number of seats, term 
lengths and more. Here are some of the facts from Bal-
lotpedia. 
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2018 Election News - All NC Legislative Seats Up For Grabs! 

 All 50 Senate seats are up for election in 2018. North 
Carolina state senators serve two-year terms, with all 
seats up for election every two years. 

 All 120 House seats are up for election in 2018. North 
Carolina state representatives serve two-year terms, 
with all seats up for election every two years. 

 The semi-closed primary election will be held on May 
8, 2018, and a primary runoff will be held on June 26, 
2018 (if no federal election is on the ballot) or July 17, 
2018 (if a federal election is on the ballot). 

 The general election will be held on November 6, 2018. 
 
This is the 2018 status of the NC Senate and House, accord-
ing to Ballotpedia. 

 In the 2016 elections, the Republican majority in-
creased from 34-16 to 35-15. Thirty seats are required 
to override a gubernatorial veto. Democrats would 
need to gain six seats in 2018 to break up the Republi-
can's veto-proof majority in the Senate. 

 Republicans kept control of the House after the 2016 
elections by a 74-46 majority. As of August 2017, Re-
publicans held 74 seats, two more than the 72 seats 
required to override a gubernatorial veto. Democrats 
would need to gain three seats in 2018 to break up the 
Republican's veto-proof majority in the House. 

 
What is going on? Why are all of these seats up for 
grabs at once? 

Ballotpedia explains. In June 2017, the Supreme Court of 
the United States affirmed a federal district court decision 
finding that 28 state legislative districts had been subject 
to an illegal racial gerrymander. The district court then 
ordered state lawmakers to draft remedial maps for use in 
the 2018 election cycle. The North Carolina General As-
sembly adopted new state House and Senate district maps 
on August 30, 2017. On October 26, 2017, the district court 
appointed a special master "to assist the Court in further 
evaluating and, if necessary, redrawing" the revised dis-
trict maps. On January 19, 2018, the district court issued 
an order adopting the special master's recommendations. 
On February 6, 2018, the Supreme Court issued a partial 
stay against the district court's order." 

Read more about the redistricting case 
at https://ballotpedia.org/North_Carolina_State_Senate_
elections,_2018#Redistricting_in_North_Carolina 

It's going to be an interesting election year with many peo-
ple making their statements on Trump and the direction of 
the country with their votes. Also, women have really 
stepped up to run in this election! 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article9197129.html
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article9197129.html
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article9197129.html
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article9197129.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/danica-roem-will-be-vas-first-openly-transgender-elected-official-after-unseating-conservative-robert-g-marshall-in-house-race/2017/11/07/d534bdde-c0af-11e7-959c-fe2b598d8c00_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/danica-roem-will-be-vas-first-openly-transgender-elected-official-after-unseating-conservative-robert-g-marshall-in-house-race/2017/11/07/d534bdde-c0af-11e7-959c-fe2b598d8c00_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/danica-roem-will-be-vas-first-openly-transgender-elected-official-after-unseating-conservative-robert-g-marshall-in-house-race/2017/11/07/d534bdde-c0af-11e7-959c-fe2b598d8c00_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/wisconsin-judicial-race-becomes-costly-partisan-contest/2018/04/03/5a2adf66-376e-11e8-8fd2-49fe3c675a89_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/wisconsin-judicial-race-becomes-costly-partisan-contest/2018/04/03/5a2adf66-376e-11e8-8fd2-49fe3c675a89_story.html
https://ballotpedia.org/North_Carolina_State_Senate_elections,_2018#Redistricting_in_North_Carolina
https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_House_of_Representatives_elections_in_North_Carolina,_2018
https://ballotpedia.org/North_Carolina_State_Senate_elections,_2018#Redistricting_in_North_Carolina
https://ballotpedia.org/Veto_overrides_in_state_legislatures
https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_House_of_Representatives_elections_in_North_Carolina,_2018
https://ballotpedia.org/North_Carolina_State_Senate_elections,_2018#Redistricting_in_North_Carolina
https://ballotpedia.org/North_Carolina_State_Senate_elections,_2018#Redistricting_in_North_Carolina


 

 

“Stein says that he wants all of the more than 15,000 kits 
tested, regardless of category. “ Stein has called for the 

tracking of these and future kits, like with bar codes.  
 

Not testing rape kits demonstrates a massive failure to take 

advantage of science. According to”‘I Am Evidence’ exam-
ines problem of untested rape kits,” cnn.com, 4/16/18, 
 

“The fact that former Cuyahoga County prosecutor Tim 
McGinty calls rape kits “the best bargain in the history of 
law enforcement” — given that one in four leads to a con-

viction — only makes the failure to take advantage of the 

science all the more frustrating.” 
 

Testing the rape kits will take dangerous serial rapists off 

the streets, as has been done in Fayetteville already. 

President Trump’s policies and Congress have had a disas-
trous affect on women and families in North Carolina, the 

United States and the world.  On Tuesday April 10 at 11:30 

am, members and supporters of NC NOW, NARAL Pro-

Choice North Carolina, El Pueblo, and Population Connec-

tion joined Tuesdays with Tillis to ask that Senator Thom 

Tillis respond with legislative support to remedy the re-

pressive policies which cost women their lives.   
 

The event concentrated on reproductive care and repro-
ductive justice policies at the federal level.  Do you know 
there is a US policy which cuts off all US health funding for 
other countries as America tries to control other countries’ 
reproductive care?  It's the #GlobalGagRule, which Presi-
dent Trump instated and massively expanded in January 
2017 as one of his first acts.   
 

Congress renews the heinous #HydeAmendment every 
year! The Hyde Amendment prohibits low income women, 
disabled women, federal employees and their dependents 
and others from using their own insurance or Medicaid to 
cover abortions. This means Congress targets a range of 
women from getting a specific medical procedure via the 
Hyde Amendment - and has done so every year since 1976.  

According to Guttmacher Institution, just over half of the 7 
million women subject to the Hyde Amendment are wom-
en of color. Medicaid coverage already excludes undocu-
mented immigrants from enrolling.  

Page 5 NC National Organization for Women News 

What do you know about #GlobalGagRule and #HydeAmendment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Florence Siman from El Pueblo talked about the impor-

tance of Reproductive Justice for NC’s Latinx community.  
 

Tara Romano of NARAL Pro-Choice North Carolina talked 

about the #HydeAmendment, which continues to ban fed-

eral Medicaid coverage of most abortion care, and has 

spread to other public and private insurance coverage bans.  

Amanda Murray of Population Connection talked about the 

#GlobalGagRule which historically has hurt women in oth-

er countries as the US works to control what their  

organizations say and do.   
 

The Raging Grannies brought an original song for it. 
 

NC NOW President Gailya Paliga organized the event and 

was the emcee. 
 

The Trump administration made the current version of the 

#GlobalGagRule much worse than it had ever been previ-

ously.  Past  versions of the #GlobalGagRule could have 

restricted up to $575 million in US foreign aid for family 

planning. Trump’s version could restrict and cut up to $9.5 
BILLION in US aid—in family planning, but also cut aid for 

HIV, TB, malaria, and maternal/child health. 
 

"Every year, 300,000 women die of maternity related com-

plications - 47,000 as a result of unsafe abortion. That's 

why we're calling on Senator Tillis to support the ‘Global 
HER Act’ which would repeal Trump's deadly ‘Global Gag 
Rule’," Amanda Murray of Population Connection said. 
We call on Senator Tillis to support legislation which would 

end the Hyde Amendment (the "EACH Woman Act"), to 

vote against the Hyde Amendment in the future, and to 

repeal Trump's deadly Global Gag Rule by supporting the 

"Global HER Act". 
 

More about #GlobalGagRule and #HydeAmendment  at 
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2018/04/08/ 

protect-reproductive-healthcare-save-lives-4-10-18/ 

Rape Kits Cont’d (From Page 3) 

Protect Health Care! Save Lives! 

Event on 4/10/18 

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2018/04/08/protect-reproductive-healthcare-save-lives-4-10-18/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2018/04/08/protect-reproductive-healthcare-save-lives-4-10-18/
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. Mailing label says if it’s time. 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name/city? _________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 

State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 

Pro-choice Signature Ad Packet Delivery—

Monday Jun 4, in Raleigh, 4:30pm 


