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NC National Organization for Women 

CALENDAR **2017** 
 Mar 1—9-1, End Gerrymandering 

NOW lobby day and 1pm rally 

 Mar 5—2-4, We Will Be Heard Town 
Hall for Senators Burr and Tillis 

 Mar 8—Raise the Minimum Wage 
Bill introduction and press confer-
ence, 11am, Raleigh. 

 Mar 8—6:30pm, Charlotte annual 
International Women’s Day event  

 Mar 13—ERA-NC Event, in Raleigh 

 Mar 14—Women’s Advocacy Day 
with NC Women United—Raleigh  

 Mar 18—NC NOW Open House 

 Mar 20—Signature Ad Delivery 

 Mar 26—’Equal Means Equal’ docu-
mentary + talk with Durham NOW.  

 Mar 28—Second “Advocacy 101:the 
Basics” event in Raleigh at NCAE.  

 Mar 31—Sharing Our Stories: The 
Second Wave Feminist Movement.  

********************************************
Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—second Sundays at 
3pm. Email: nowaville@gmail.com  
Charlotte NOW—contact them for 
next ones—email: cltnow@yahoo.com 

Durham NOW—7pm, the second 
Tuesday of each month. Starbucks at 
54/55. Email: henryesthe@aol.com 

Fayetteville NOW—7pm, third Tues-
days, Quaker House on Hillside Ave. 
Email: heq57@aol.com 

Raleigh NOW—7:15pm, the first Tues-
days, 2912 Highwoods Blvd, in back. 
Email: president@raleighnow.org 

Triad NOW—7pm, first Tuesdays in 
Winston-Salem, NC. For location,  
email: president@triadnow.org 

Crystal Coast NOW: starting now! 
Contact president@raleighnow.org. 

We are outraged that Senators Burr and Tillis’ votes for Education Secre-
tary nominee Betsy DeVos have thrown North Carolina’s children under 
the bus – the school bus. Senator Tillis even served as PTA President for 
his daughter’s High School, but that didn’t stop him from putting in office 
an unqualified – but filthy rich – nominee who many believe is hostile to 
public education. And let it be made clear this is not proof of supporting 
women in leadership – both Tillis and Burr have blocked well qualified 
African-American nominees like Loretta Lynch, Jennifer May Parker and 
Patricia Timmons-Goodsen.  
 

DeVos has no personal experience in public 
education, not as student, parent, teacher or 
administration. In fact, she has worked to 
undermine public education, spending 
more than two decades promoting taxpay-
er-subsidized vouchers for private and pa-
rochial school tuition and promoting pub-
licly funded but privately run charter 
schools. She also tried to strip teacher unions of their influence.  
 

In addition to her lack of experience, DeVos’ performance at the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee    (cont’d on page 5)  

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                           People have woken up in NC! We had an unbeliev- 
         able turnout at the Women’s March On Raleigh  
          (WMOR) and in 12 other cities in NC! Three  
          weeks later, the Moral March and HKonJ  
Assembly on 2/11/17 had its largest turnout to date. The WMOR had esti-
mates ranged from 17,000 to 40,000 people. Read about the WMOR on  
page 4. Read about HKonJ on page 2. People are raring to go! 
 

Also, constituents have found a new way to deal with elected officials who 
are trying to ignore them—have the meetings without them! This is happening 
with town hall meetings around the state and country! And this may be hap-
pening with NC bills sent to die in committee. More on page 2 and page 5. 
 

NC NOW is working with LWV-WC, and ACLU-NC to provide training in how 
to reach our legislators and other elected officials and to influence public 
opinion. Our groups and BPW-NC did an Advocacy 101 training on Feb 16, 
and we are planning another for March 28 at NCAE. Flier on page 3. 
 

To get news and events and actions in a timely manner, please send your  
current email address to president@raleighnow.org.  Or join or volunteer 
through our website at www.northcarolinanow.org. Stay up to date on NC 
NOW and local chapter news through email and facebook.   
 

Join or rejoin NOW, and affiliate with the closest chapter to stay  
connected!  Membership form on page 6. See mailing label for status. 

Burr and Tillis—”F” for Fail 
By Gailya Paliga and Amy Hellmers, 2/9/17 
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What’s been going on... 

NC NOW—ProChoice? Then Show Them! 

Many people participated in the events for the first time. 
This was the largest crowd yet, an estimated 60,000  
participants! Weather was mild and people are angry about 

things in NC and 
especially na-
tionally with the 
Trump adminis-
tration and ready 
for change al-
ready! Here are 
our younger 
marchers and 
the new NC 
NOW banner. 
Notice the Flush 
HB2 sign as well. 

Photo Credit: Elise Paliga                               More pictures here.  

Fayetteville NOW 

Roe Forum: “Election Results Impact on Re-
productive Rights” on Wednesday, 1/25/17, in 

Fayetteville, was fun and informative. Speakers covered 

legislation moving NC backwards since 2011, lawsuits gain-

ing back some ground, and advantages and problems of 

ACA/Obamacare. Also got a taste of the Women’s March On 
Raleigh, and what’s next. More pix online here. 
 

NC Justice Center Executive Director Rick Glazier covered 

legislation limiting access that we’ve endured in NC since 
2011, and also talked about lawsuits restoring some of our 

rights. Glazier is a former House Representative from Cum-

berland Co., and also a lawyer and former law professor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

View of attendees at the library Photo Credit: Aziz 

Dr. Naveed Aziz spoke as a physician about the Affordable 
Care Act (aka Obamacare) – the many things it has done 
for so many people, the unfair deal that pharmaceutical 
companies have, and also ACA’s burden on physicians. 
Gailya Paliga spoke about NC NOW and the WMOR. 
 

Annual Susan B Anthony Event—2/23/17 
This is the 11th annual SBA event honoring a community 
member. This one singled out Dr. Naveed Aziz. Dr. Aziz ran 
for Senate in 2016 and presented at the Roe event in Jan. 

Join us in Raleigh to deliver our Pro-Choice Signature Ad 

packets to all of the representatives in the NCGA - NC 

House and NC Senate. We'll have to go in before they lock 

the doors. More people means we can deliver faster! 
 

Date/Time: Monday, March 20, meet at 4:30pm 

Place: Legislative Building, 16 W. Jones St. In the quad-

rant to the left when you enter on Jones St and sign in.  

RSVP: Email president@raleighnow.org if you'd like to 

help deliver the packets.  

Come visit our new "corner" office!  We moved in Novem-

ber, and would love for you to visit our new space. Meet 

President Gailya Paliga! Bring friends! Enjoy a snack! Help 

prepare the Signature Ad packets for our state legislators. 
 

Date: Saturday, March 18 

Time: Stop by any time from 1:00 to 4:00pm. 

Place: The office is North Raleigh, near Falls and Spring 

Forest Rd. RSVP for address. 

RSVP: Email president@raleighnow.org 

 

Every year, NC NOW runs a pro-choice signature ad filled 
with names of pro-choice North Carolinians from across the 
state. The ad runs to commemorate the anniversary of the 
Roe v. Wade decision that gave women control over their 
own bodies, and is a fundraiser for NC NOW. We also de-
liver copies of the ad with a letter from NC NOW on legisla-
tive priorities to all of the state legislators after the legisla-
tive session starts. We have been doing this every year for 
decades! Now more than ever, our legislators need to be 
reminded that they represent pro-choice women and men, 
and that we vote! If you’re pro-choice – put your name to 
it! We run the signature ad every January. Let legislators 
and everyone else see it in black and white (and purple).  
 

The ad ran in the 1/25/17 version of the Indy, and will be 
delivered to our representatives in the NCGA on Monday, 
March 20, 2017. See more—bottom right.  
 

Advocacy 101: 

The Basics 
 

Photo Credit: Cathe-

rine Evangelista 

NC NOW– Open House—3/18/17 Signature Ad Packet Delivery - 3/20/17 

11th annual Moral March on Raleigh &  

HKonJ People’s Assembly  

2/16/17—Advocacy 101 event in Raleigh — this event 
filled up in 3 days on facebook! Training topics included 
citizen advocacy, finding your representatives, lobbying 
tips, about the NCGA, writing and talking to elected offi-
cials, LTEs, protest tips. Flyer for next one on page 3. 

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2017/02/12/so-many-friends-old-and-new-at-hkonj-a-homegrown-phenomenon/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2017/01/26/roe-forum-election-results-impact-on-reproductive-rights-summary-and-pix/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2017/02/19/advocacy-101-event-full-of-people-and-ideas/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2017/03/07/another-chance-to-see-advocacy-101-the-basics-32817/
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advocacy-101-the-basics-tickets-32467057844


We had a super successful Women’s March On Ra-
leigh (WMOR). Original estimates we heard near the 

stage were 17,000 people at WMOR while the rally 

was in progress. An organization that helped us or-

ganize, Ready The Ground, had estimated 30,000 on 

the march route. It took over an hour and a half for 

the last marchers to leave City Plaza. 
 

NC NOW members Sarah Moncelle, Shana Becker and 

Gailya Paliga were a few of the organizers of the WMOR. 

We pulled in our friends to help, as did others.  
 

It’s hard to tell how many people are going to some-
thing. Earlier in the week, we were using 3000 people, 

and later we talked about 3000-5000 people. Some or-

ganizers speculated 5000-7000 since interest on our 

facebook event page started growing by 1000 a day! We 

printed programs and pledge cards for 3000.  Then 

17,000-40,000 showed up at City Plaza. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Marchers en route! Photo Credit: Emcee Ashley Popio 
 

The rally at Moore Square was excellently run by an ac-

tual stage team! Our program committee chose to ele-

vate organizations that aren’t often heard speaking to 
large crowds. See a two page version of the final pro-

gram on NC NOW website. 
 

We included speakers, performers, and a few special ap-

pearances. Speakers included Nia Wilson of Spirit 

House in Durham; Yevonne Brannon, Public Schools 

First NC; Sarah Preston, Lillian’s List; MaryBe McMil-
lan, AFL-CIO NC; Allison Coffman, Carolina Abortion 

Fund; Jenny Black, Planned Parenthood, O’Linda Wat-
kins, NAACP-NC. Performers included  

Sandra Dubose, Randa McNamara, Pie Face Girls, and 

Lexie Hallman from Temple Beth Or. Special  

appearances included a high school student from 

Durham reading her poem, and Lior Vered, No Limits 

For Women, who read the oath that Anna Grant wrote 

Womens March On Raleigh was Huge! 1/21/17 

By Gailya Paliga 
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our march. Other organizations were recognized as well, 

including Progress NC, who helped with logistics,  

especially Jen Ferris, who also spoke.  
 

Many quotes from our strong speakers are captured in 

article “In the Land of HB2, We Marched,” by Katy 
Koop, 1/22/17. Koop wrote,  
 

“Yesterday, I didn’t march on Washington, DC, but I did 
get the opportunity to march with 17,000 (and still 

counting) other men and women in the city I was born 

in. It was magical. I got to walk elbow to elbow past cof-

fee shops, government buildings, museums with people 

in solidarity in the capitol of a state that went red for 

Trump this November.” 
 

Carly Jones said from the stage at the rally, “I am 
marching to show that without a doubt, women’s rights 
are human rights. I’m marching to show that we are the 
noisy majority. Aren’t we noisy y’all? We will not stay 
quiet. This is our state. This is our country. Us women 

are going to mobilize North Carolina!” 

NOW has a batch in both styles of WMOR t-shirts  
available. The WMOR t-shirts cost $20. 
 

The sand color shirt is 
unisex, boxy cut, sizes 
from Small to 2XL. 
 

The white color shirt is 
“lady’s cut,” sizes from 
Small to XL.. 
 

Email president @ Ra-
leighnow.org to order, 
or find at www. north-
carolinanow.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Line of WMOR! Photo Credit: News & Observer 

Wear Your Memory!  

Women’s March t-shirts are available. 

https://medium.com/@icanteabagthat/in-the-land-of-hb2-we-marched-d416127b12e3#.a1zmxye9n
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2017/03/05/wear-your-memory-womens-march-wmor-t-shirts-available/


hearings demonstrated her ignorance of many crucial 

education programs. DeVos knew nothing of  

important programs such as the Individuals with  

Disabilities Education Act, Title IX equal education 

protections, and enforcement of policies related to 

sexual harassment and sexual assault on campus.  
 

According to ““North Carolina Senators vote to con-

firm DeVos for federal education secretary,” 2/7/17, 
“Both Burr’s and Tillis’ offices had been inundated 
with calls asking them to vote against DeVos.”  
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Burr, Tillis—”F” for Fail continued 

NOW members made some of these calls to point out 

how grossly unqualified or even dangerous DeVos 

would be as Education Secretary. 
 

Let me speak for North Carolina’s children, whose ed-
ucational opportunities will be stunted by Burr and 

Tillis’ refusal to properly vet Trump’s nominees – 

their grade is a big red “F” in a large red circle. 
 

When are your next town hall meetings, Senators 

Burr and Tillis? 

On Valentine’s Day, ERA bills were introduced in NC Sen-
ate and House. Sen. Floyd McKissick and Rep. Carla Cun-
ningham worked together introducing ERA bills in 2017 
like the ones they both introduced in 2015. See WRAL 
coverage of the press conference at “Lawmakers push rati-
fication of 1972 Equal Rights Amendment.” 

 

Sen. McKissick addresses complaints that paying women 
fairly will cost businesses as follows. “If you hear people 
talk about, ‘If we pass it, it’s going to have a major impact 
on business and what they have to pay,’ then so be it,” 
McKissick said. “If that’s the criteria to use for evaluation, 
I guess they would have never abolished slavery either.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audrey Muck doing welcome Photo Credit: Judy Lotas 

 

The press conference was organized by ERA-NC  
Alliance, which was put together in 2016. Triad NOW 
President and NOW board member Audrey Muck facilitat-
ed the event. You can watch coverage of the whole 35  
minute long event at  
“2017 ERA bills introduced news conference.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Sponsors and some ERA-NC Lead Organizations Photo 

Credit: Sen. Floyd McKissick 

 

In the picture, Rep. Carla Cunningham and Senator Floyd 
McKissick are surrounded by members of the ERA-NC 
Alliance – Pat Sledge of Business and Professional Women 
of NC, Gailya Paliga of NC NOW, Audrey Muck of Triad 
NOW and co-leader of ERA-NC Alliance, Virginia Ad-
amson of AAUW-NC, and Joyce Mitchell, Democratic 
Women of NC. Rep. Cunningham and Sen McKissick 
sponsored the ERA bills in 2015 as well. The bills they 
introduced in 2015 were the first since 1982. 
 

See more quotes in ERA-NC Alliance write-up of the event 
at http://www.era-nc.org/era-bills-introduced-in-ncga/ 
 

We would love to have all women join us – organizations 
and individuals. People from all political parties!  
 

All women would benefit from ERA! Families too! 

What I want for Valentine’s Day is Equal Rights for Women! 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article131221934.html
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article131221934.html
http://www.wral.com/lawmakers-push-ratification-of-1972-equal-rights-amendment/16529215/
http://www.wral.com/lawmakers-push-ratification-of-1972-equal-rights-amendment/16529215/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llKQJc7jOQw
http://www.era-nc.org/era-bills-introduced-in-ncga/
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. Mailing label says if it’s time. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 
State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: NC NOW, PO Box 24995, Raleigh, NC  27611 

 Second “Advocacy 101: the Basics” event 

 in Raleigh on March 28, 2017 


