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CALENDAR **2017** 
 Jan. 18, last day to get name in sig-

nature ad. Chapter work done! 
 Jan. 21, Women’s March On Wash-

ington and across NC. Busses to DC 
with Asheville, Triad, & Charlotte 
NOW. Join us locally too! 

 Jan. 25 – Annual Pro-Choice signa-
ture Ad runs in Indy Week. 

 Jan. 25, 6-8 – Roe Reproductive 
Rights Forum with Fay. NOW. 
N. Regional Library on McArthur 

 Feb. 16, 6-8pm “Advocacy 101: the 
Basics” joint event in Raleigh -NOW, 
BPW, LWV, ACLU (all NC). 

 Feb 14—ERA-NC Alliance press 
conference, filing ERA bills-NCGA. 

 Mar 14—Women’s Advocacy Day 
with NC Women United—Raleigh  

 Mar 26—’Equal Means Equal’ with 
Durham NOW.  

********************************************
Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—second Sundays in 
the afternoon, 3pm.  
Email: nowaville@gmail.com  
Charlotte NOW—second Mondays 

Email: cltnow@yahoo.com 

Durham NOW—7pm, the second 
Tuesday of each month. Starbucks at 
54/55. Email: henryesthe@aol.com 

Fayetteville NOW—7pm, third Tues-
days, Quaker House on Hillside Ave. 
Email: heq57@aol.com 

Raleigh NOW—7:15pm, the first Tues-
days, 2912 Highwoods Blvd, in back. 
Email: president@raleighnow.org 

Triad NOW—7pm, first Tuesdays,  at 
Shepherd’s Center, 1700 Ebert St, 
Winston-Salem, NC.  
Email: president@triadnow.org 

Women’s reproductive freedom has been trampled upon by the GOP since they got 
the majority in 2010. Mandatory scripts for doctors; transvaginal ultrasound; medi-
cally unnecessary building requirements; taxpayer funding of medically inaccurate 
information by anti choice “clinics” and defunding Planned Parenthood’s pregnancy 
prevention programs, to name a few. Access to healthcare is blockaded by not ex-
panding Medicaid.       
 
Public schools in NC have been seriously underfunded while the GOP hands over 
more and more of our tax money to private and parochial schools that are not ac-
countable for it. These schools are free to discriminate and teach their own flat–Earth 
version of science. They eliminated the nationally-recognized and wildly successful 
Teaching Fellows Program.          
 
The GOP brags about how they cut taxes, but those cuts only benefit big business and 
the wealthy. In point of fact, the new tax on some services (e.g., auto repair) unevenly 
hurts the middle class and the poor. 
 
The GOP continues to draw “surgical and precise” racist districts, 
falsely repeat the bogus claim of voter fraud and put up obstacles 
designed to disenfranchise minority voters, seniors & young ppl.   
 

There are numerous examples of the GOP cutting services to 
North Carolinians. We all have to pay attention. We all have to 
consider running for public office and/or contributing to the cam-
paigns of the fine people who do. Most importantly, we ALL have to vote.    

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                           It’s been a crazy time since a man seen as a  
          racist, misogynist  bigot became our president- 
          elect. Worse still, his nominees have been recog-
nized as extremely unqualified for the national positions.  I keep hoping for 
something (Russia, lack of disclosure, something) to stop this train. 
   If Hillary had become president, feminists would have been able to work on 
fixing the Hyde Amendment and Helms Amendment. Now we have to fight to 
save Roe itself, as well as protecting many gains we’ve made since NOW’s 
founding in 1966! But that’s what we do—we fight, we fight, we fight!  
   In immediate response to the national election, a women’s march was 
planned in DC & others have popped up all over the country on 1/21/17, in-
cluding Raleigh, Charlotte and Greensboro. More pop up every day! Go to one! 
   See what chapters around the state are doing on page 2. 
   See NC NOW’s legislative update, 1st of year and session, on page 3. 
   Read about the fights against the outrageous extra special sessions of the 
NC Legislature on page 4. 
   We bring opportunities! Read what members can do on page 5. 
   To get news and events and actions in a timely manner, please send your 
current email address to president@raleighnow.org.  Or join or volunteer 
through our website at www.northcarolinanow.org. Stay up to date on NC 
NOW and local chapter news through email and facebook.   
   Join or rejoin NOW, and affiliate with the closest chapter to stay  
connected!  Membership form on page 6. See mailing label for status. 

What Else Women Need from Governor Cooper, 

by Paula A. Wolf 
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What’s been going on... 

Asheville NOW  Asheville NOW January meeting was Sunday, 
Dec 8, at 3 at the YWCA.  
 

 Bus to DC for the Women’s March on Washington 
—this bus filled up in early December in just a few 
days! The Asheville chapter knew right away that 
DC was the place to be for them. Also, there is a 
Women’s March in Asheville, set up after buses! 

 

Fayetteville NOW 

 Dec. 3 Annual wreath laying in memory of Beryl Mitch-
ell – DV victim.  

 See current  article and press advisory on Fayetteville 
NOW’s history fighting domestic violence and their an-
nual wreath laying ceremony on the NC NOW webpage 
at Fayetteville NOW Domestic Violence Awareness 
Event – 12/3/16.   

 Dec. 5 Third Mirrors of Privilege, part of a series to 
open discussions on racism. This series follows the 
Cracking the Codes series discussed in the newsletter 
and at the NC NOW conference - read more at NC NOW 
Newsletter Oct-Nov 2016 

 Dec. 6 court watch training 

 Dec. 13, 6:00 pm, Fayetteville NOW Holiday Party  

 Dec. 14 – practice court watch training at court with 
Rakeem Jones assault victim at Trump event. 

 Jan. 9, 2017—phone banking for Signature Ad 

 Jan. 25, 2017—Roe Event Panel—The Elections Results 
Impact on Reproductive Rights.”  

 Feb. 23, 2017—Annual Susan B Anthony Event  
 

About 1 in 3 American 
women have been physi-
cally or sexually abused 
by a husband or boy-
friend at some point in 
their lives.  Source in the 
press advisory here. 
 
Photo Credit: Fay NOW 

 Charlotte NOW—Dec 3, 5-8pm - "Uppity women 
unite!” Charlotte NOW members had a meet and 
greet with refreshments and to discuss timely issues 
and ideas for action including the Million Women 
March in DC on Jan. 21st. 

 Jan 2, 6pm—sign making for the Women’s Marches. 
President Cindy Thomson later wrote, “Great crowd 
making signs last night.  

 Showing “Equal Means Equal” at Pauli Murray Center 
on Sunday, March 26, 2017. 

 Pauli Murray’s house in Durham is now registered as a 
national landmark! 

 Dec 6, 7 PM - 8:30 PM December meeting at West 
End Coffeehouse on Broad St in Winston-Salem. 
The last get-together of 2016 - one of the weirdest 
years ever! They got together in sisterhood to cele-
brate the silver linings of this election, get some stuff 
off our chests and then COMMIT TO ACTION against 
the coming backlash against our hard-earned 
rights. Also - cake to celebrate NOW's 50th. 

 Jan 3,  7pm-8:30pm—heard from NC NOW’s  
lobbyist, Robin Davis. Note: First Legislative Update is 
included on page 3.  
 
Also discuss the national women’s march in Wash-
ington, DC, plus local events, and an action around 
the Roe v Wade anniversary, Jan 22, 2017. 

Charlotte NOW 

    

 

 

 The #IbelieveTheWomen event (11/20/16) was so 
successful that Asheville NOW decided to make it 
an ongoing group. Their next meeting is 6:15 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4 at Firestorm Books on Haywood 
Road in West Asheville.” It is a group for survivors 
of sexual violence who were triggered by the re-
cent campaign and election. 

Raleigh NOW, and the Women’s March On Raleigh (WMOR) 
At Raleigh NOW on Tuesday, Dec 6, to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of NOW with the documentary “She’s 
beautiful when she’s angry,” looking at why NOW was 
founded. Think about how far we’ve come. We also dis-
cussed how far we still need to go, as shown with the 
presidential campaigning and election. At the meeting, 
participants decided to start our own women’s march, 
which got folded into a larger group effort on WMOR. 

 

The public meetings to organize the WMOR began on 
Dec 13, 2016, at the Pullen Baptist Church on Hills-
borough St., although some pre-work was done. Our 
Raleigh march was organized by many, many people! 8 
committees plus a coordinating one. Many of us were 
individuals who just felt moved to organize a big event! 
Organizing this event has been really interesting and 
some great new relationships & friendships were made!  

Triad NOW  

Durham NOW  

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2017/01/20/fayetteville-now-domestic-violence-event-12316/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2017/01/20/fayetteville-now-domestic-violence-event-12316/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/11/23/newsletter-available-online-octnov-2016/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/11/23/newsletter-available-online-octnov-2016/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/news/press-releases/
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 Buckle Up Buttercup! First NC NOW Legislative Update of 2017, 1/15/17, 

by NC NOW Officer and Lobbyist, Robin Davis 

Davis includes Governor Roy Cooper’s Legislative 
Agenda, the failed attempt to repeal HB 2 during an 

extra legislative special session, the 2017 election to 

address the gerrymandered districts, the role and 

importance of the courts in many of these areas. She 

also talks about what to expect in the long session 

and our role. 

 
These legislative updates are emailed to members, so be 

sure to join NC NOW! At www.northcarolinanow.org, 

under “Get involved.” 
 

Cooper’s Legislative Agenda 

Days after his inauguration, Governor Cooper an-

nounced that expanding Medicaid under the Affordable 

Care Act and repealing HB2 would be two of his highest 

legislative priorities.  He has already begun the process 

of expanding Medicaid even though the legislature 

passed a law in 2013 prohibiting a governor from doing 

so without approval from the legislature.  The Governor 

maintains that this law is unconstitutional because it 

violates the separation of powers and unlawfully re-

stricts the powers of the governor.  Expect fireworks and 

lawsuits over this issue.  A federal judge has just an-

nounced a two-week stay on the application while the 

case is reviewed:  http://www.wral.com/court-blocks-nc

-medicaid-expansion-effort/16434322/ 

  

A special session called last month expressly to repeal 

HB2 failed to do so even though the parties (the Char-

lotte City Council and the Republican leadership of the 

legislature) seemed to have agreed to a workable deal to 

accomplish this goal.  Basically, the deal was that Char-

lotte would repeal its ordinance covering rights for 

transgendered people and the legislature would repeal 

HB2.  Due to technicalities and extreme mistrust on 

both sides, the deal fell though and we are back where 

we started.  The Lt. Governor [Dan Forest] led the oppo-

sition to repeal and will probably continue in that role as 

efforts to repeal the law continue into this legislative  

session. 
 

 2017 Legislative Election on Hold 

After a Federal Appeals Court ordered new legislative 

districts be drawn by March 15 because 28 of our legisla-

tive districts are racially gerrymandered.  New elections 

were ordered to be held for the redrawn districts in No-

vember, but the U. S. Supreme Court has put that order 

on hold until January 19 when the justices will hold a  

conference to decide whether to keep the existing  

districts.   

 

Depending on the outcome of the conference, we may or 

may not have a special election in November.  The legis-

lature may need to redraw district maps this session. 

  

The Legislature is in Session 

 

The 2017 long session of the General Assembly officially 

began on Wednesday, January 11, but this day was large-

ly ceremonial.  House and Senate members formally 

adopted rules for the upcoming session, but will not 

begin to introduce bills or conduct other business until 

the House convenes on January 25 and the Senate con-

venes on January 26. 

 

Since this is a new long session, no bills will be 

carried over from previous sessions.  Many im-

portant issues need to be dealt with in addition to ex-

pansion of Medicaid and repeal of HB2.  There will 

probably be new moves to restrict voting rights, a new 

budget will need to be written and passed, new legisla-

tive districts may need to be drawn, and environmental 

issues will loom large.  There seems to be bipartisan 

agreement to raise the age when teenagers can be prose-

cuted as adults, but time will tell whether this prelimi-

nary consensus will hold. 

  

Since Republicans still hold veto-proof majorities in 

both houses, they have little incentive to try to work with 

the Governor or Democrats in a bipartisan manner.  If 

the Republican practice of writing bills in secret and 

ramming them through along partisan lines continues, 

Governor Cooper may be using his veto pen a lot.  Any 

vetoes can be over-ridden, which will mean that the 

courts will continue to be where the action is. 

  

That being said, it is still vitally important that leg-
islators receive input from you.   
Be sure to thank those who do good work for us and be 
sure to push back when bad actions are being consid-
ered or have happened.  Your voice really does make a 
difference—and this will be especially true if the court 
requires new legislative districts to be drawn.   
 
Buckle up Buttercup because it is going to be a 
bumpy ride. 

http://www.wral.com/court-blocks-nc-medicaid-expansion-effort/16434322/
http://www.wral.com/court-blocks-nc-medicaid-expansion-effort/16434322/


NC NOW members were part of the crowds at the leg-
islative building protesting the special session am-
bushes that happened mid-December in Raleigh. I 
was able to go down there multiple times. My favorite 
time was protesting outside the chamber with my now 
18 year old daughter. Here we are in this picture is 
from the Charlotte Observer (scanned by Cindy 
Thomson, our Charlotte NOW president). See pas-
sionate activist Dr. Susan Eder next to us, with short 
dark hair. 

There was a shocking power grab from the Republi-
cans already in charge of both sides of the NC General 
Assembly, carried out during a fourth special session 
they called with no emergencies to address. The 
NCGA leadership were using this extra session to fur-
ther their own agendas, in this case for a massive par-
tisan power grab of the Governor-elect’s powers and 
interference with historic privileges associated with 
that position. This session is in many ways like the 
one that brought us HB 2, the bathroom law, which 
also took away state law remedies to discrimination 
and interfered with existing local ordinances.  

December 14 was the third day in a row that people 
gathered at the NCGA in protest of potential and real-
ized bad behavior by the majority leadership of the 
NC General Assembly, led by House Speaker Tim 
Moore & Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger.   

Many individuals and organizations were ready to 
protest because the same leadership already caused 
the economic and personal disaster of the first HB 2, 
also known as Hate Bill 2 and ‘the bathroom bill.’  
HB 2 was horrible for the state, with economic losses 
alone a staggering $400 million and still increas-
ing, and is terrible for women and also terrible for all 
NC residents.                                                                                    

The New York Times summarized as follows in 
“North Carolina G.O.P. Moves to Curb Power of New 
Democratic Governor,” 12/14/16. “Republicans in the 
North Carolina legislature on Wednesday took the 
highly unusual step of moving to strip power from 
the incoming Democratic governor after a bitter 
election that extended years of fierce ideological bat-
tles in the state.” 

NC NOW members from around the state had 

attended various days. Fayetteville NOW, Raleigh 

NOW, Asheville NOW and Triad NOW were all repre-

sented on Dec 13. During the morning on Dec 15,  

Don’t Forget Mid-December “Special Session” Ambush,  
by Gailya Paliga 
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while the NAACP-NC held a press conference, and the 
hall outside the press conference room was full of 
people, some Raleigh NOW and NC NOW members 
went outside toward Jones St. to hold their signs to 
passing traffic. Other people joined us. Someone from 
a new HBO channel (Vice) came by to interview us 
outside as did someone from the NY Times!  

Protesting is the kind of action that we need to contin-
ue to take. It’s a good thing that so many NC NOW 
members are up to the challenge! 

Thanks to NC-NAACP for organizing the re-
sistance! They provided printed signs, organized 
press conferences, and provided support and guid-
ance for protesters. Thanks to all the people for going. 
I know we managed to delay them every day, causing 
them to pause their sessions to wait for people to 
leave, to pause their sessions because we were so 
loud, and to pause their sessions because it takes time 
to get arrested citizens out of the chambers. 

One of the arrestees on Dec 15 was a 91 year old 
“Raging Granny” who was moving slowly and passive-
ly resisting! On Dec 15, people were arrested on pur-
pose. The next days many arrestees were not.  

We all need to do what ever we can! NC NOW 

can offer you options! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signs: Stop Dirty Deals  

Done in Darkness!  

Respect the Voters! 

No Backdoor Deals! 

Photo Credit: Gailya Paliga 

 

        Photo Credit: 

                                            Charlotte Observer, 12/15/16  

http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=339
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=H&nUserID=339
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/viewMember.pl?sChamber=S&nUserID=64
http://www.businessinsider.com/north-carolina-hb2-economic-impact-2016-9
http://www.businessinsider.com/north-carolina-hb2-economic-impact-2016-9
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/07/nc-now-press-release-hb-2-hurts-women/
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/12/14/us/politics/north-carolina-governor-roy-cooper-republicans.html
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/12/14/us/politics/north-carolina-governor-roy-cooper-republicans.html


We have lots of ways for you to become active in our 

community to support women’s rights! 
 

1. Join our email list: NC NOW and many chapters 

send out updates to remind members about the up-

coming meeting, speakers, and actions you can take. 

You can get your email address to NC NOW by 

signing up at 

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/volunteer/. 

Even if you joined NOW, using the form will get 

the email address to us directly. 

 

2. Follow NC NOW on social media: We’re on Fa-

cebook at https://www.facebook.com/NC-NOW-

National-Organization-for-Women-

180024368705304/ Also on twitter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Affiliate with the closest chapter and go to their 

monthly meetings. Many chapters meet monthly, 

and some multiple times, especially when working 

on upcoming events or projects. See first page for 

list of active chapters in NC, and contacts for those 

chapters. All of the chapters decide themselves what 

issues to tackle, under the umbrella of the many is-

sues that NOW covers. 

 

4. Find what you are comfortable doing! Some 

people like to protest. Some like to make signs. 

Some like to write letters. Some want to try to help 

bring about fair judgements in the courts. There is 

room for everyone and all of these things. 

 

Page 5 NC National Organization for Women News 

I Joined NOW, NOW what? Based on article by Audrey Muck,  

Triad NOW President and National NOW Board Member 

Trust Women 
Rally, 4/8/15, 
Raleigh    
 

Photo credit:  
Hannah Osborne                                  

Products of a sign  
making session.  
                                                                                                                  
Photo credit: Gailya 
Paliga 

5. Sign up for alerts from the National Organiza-

tion for Women. You can view national action 

items from NOW, and while you’re there,  
subscribe to the list to have them delivered  

right to your inbox!  

 

6. Register to vote: If you’re not already registered to 
vote, visit the NC Board of Elections to download a 
voter registration form. You can also use the form 
to update changes to your address or name. You can 
also use web tools on that site to confirm your regis-
tration, check your precinct location, preview your 
ballot and look up what district(s) you’re located in 
(congressional, NC house/senate, etc.) 

7. Look up who represents you: In North Carolina, 
we can use the NC Legislature website at 
www.ncleg.net/representation/WhoRepresentsMe.a
spx and look at the “United States House Of 
Representatives” map to find your US Congress-
wo/man, and at the “North Carolina House of Rep-
resentatives” map for NC House and at the “North 
Carolina Senate” to find your US Senators (currently 
Burr and Tillis).  

8. Take action! Using an action prompt from either 
your local chapter, from NC NOW or from the Na-
tional Organization for Women, write a letter to the 
editor, to your Congresswo/man or county council-
wo/man! Share what you did and what response you 
received on our social media or at a chapter meeting! 

Thanks for joining NC NOW. We’re so happy you’re 
here, and look forward to seeing you at an upcoming    
chapter meeting or event! 

http://www.facebook.com/TriadNOW
http://www.facebook.com/TriadNOW
http://www.facebook.com/NC-NOW-National-Organization-for-Women-180024368705304/
http://www.facebook.com/NC-NOW-National-Organization-for-Women-180024368705304/
http://www.facebook.com/NC-NOW-National-Organization-for-Women-180024368705304/
http://now.org/get-involved/take-action/
http://now.org/get-involved/take-action/
http://www.ncsbe.gov/
http://www.ncleg.net/representation/WhoRepresentsMe.aspx
http://www.ncleg.net/representation/WhoRepresentsMe.aspx
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. Mailing label says if it’s time. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 
State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: NC NOW, PO Box 24995, Raleigh, NC  27611 

Women’s Marches Across the US and World!  

“Advocacy 101: the Basics” event in Raleigh 


