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  Domestic violence affects everyone.  

  About 1 in 3 American women have been physically or sexually abused by a husband or 

boyfriend at some point in their lives. (Commonwealth Fund, Health Concerns Across a 

Woman's Lifespan: the Commonwealth Fund 1998 Survey of Women's Health, 1999) 

 

In 1974 Beryl Mitchell was murdered in Fayetteville by her active duty military husband.  They 

had two young children.  Until nine years ago her grave had no headstone.  Then her daughter, 

Christine Horne returned to Fayetteville to dedicate a headstone for Beryl's grave.  At that time, 

some members of Fayetteville NOW (National Organization for Women) vowed to lay a wreath 

on her grave each year in her memory. 

  

We will lay a wreath on her grave for the eighth time, Saturday, December 3 at 11:00 am at 

Lafayette Memorial Park and Mausoleum, 2301 Ramsey Street. 

  

Fayetteville NOW has a long history of working against violence against women by supporting 

the CARE Center Shelter for abused women, participating in the annual Vigils during domestic 

violence awareness month in October.  We have also participated in several national marches for 

women's lives in Washington, DC.  We have participated in forums and seminars with military 

and support personnel to reduce violence in military families.   

 

Fayetteville NOW has a permanent seat on the CARE Center Advisory Board which includes 

representatives from Fort Bragg, Cumberland County District Court, and most law enforcement 

agencies in Cumberland County. 

 

In 2002 we testified before a Congressional Sub-committee held at Ft. Bragg to investigate four 

murders of women by their military husbands.  We presented a resolution that was passed by the 

National Council of Women’s Organization and the National Organization for Women as to 

some ways for the military to reduce violence against partners. 

 

The North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence counted 53 domestic homicides in 

North Carolina in 2015. 

 

Fayetteville NOW wants to bring attention to the problem of family violence and to let people 

know that there is help available. 
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