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NC President’s Welcome to the 2016 Conference 

Dear feminist,           
 

Welcome to the 2016 NC NOW State Conference. This is where we elect our state officers. This is also 

where NOW members and other feminists gather to get organized and motivated to do the work that we 

do, work that we love to do! Activism! Education on issues! Getting people to Vote for their interests! 
 

2016 marks the 50th anniversary of the National Organization for women. This exciting year, we 

celebrate a woman candidate for President of the United States, Hillary Clinton. The NOW PAC is 

delighted and excited to endorse this extremely well qualified candidate. We also celebrate the first 

woman Attorney General, Loretta Lynch. We celebrate our progressive newswomen, like Rachel Maddow. 

And we celebrate our working champions, like State Auditor Beth Wood. Our theme, “Women Making 

History NOW” celebrates the women and the anniversary. 
 

NC NOW is a grass roots organization with chapters around the state. We are always trying to get 

attention to problems in NC - willing to rally or protest when necessary! Our focus this year has been 

working with other women‟s organizations on the Equal Rights Amendment and spreading the word on bad 

legislation and laws, as well as our NC NOW PAC (political action committee) endorsements. Look for the 

NC NOW PAC list of endorsements on the bright yellow page in your folder. 
 

A lot of bad laws and bad policies have been forced on North Carolina again this year.  The most 

spectacular damage to the state has come from Hurricane HB2. It was disastrous for women as well! 

Read our HB 2 press release on page 19.  NC NOW always follows legislation closely, and keeps members 

up to date through our NC NOW Legislative Updates, as well as through emails, newsletters, press 

releases and educational conferences. NC‟s leadership has been so extreme, and some of their bills and 

laws so shocking, that even normally complacent people are upset and willing to take action. We‟ll cover 

bad legislation and lawsuits fighting bad NC laws during our “How NC Laws Have Impacted Women” panel. 
 

We are honored to have State Auditor Beth Wood as our keynote speaker. Wood is NC‟s first female 

state auditor and an NC native. She produces audits with irrefutable findings, and follows up to ensure 

corrective actions are taken on wasteful spending. She takes on problems wherever she finds them! 
 

I am proud to be NC NOW President, very grateful to the many feminists in North Carolina who work 

every day to protect the rights, and work to gain equality and better policies for women. In the middle 

of election season, with rampant misogyny in US culture and media on full display in the run for 

president, we celebrate where we have come from and look forward to a future with the best qualified 

leaders directing our country. Count on us to vote, to get others to vote, to call out bad politicians and 

policies, like cruel immigration practices and rampant racism. 
 

We look forward to sharing an enjoyable and rewarding conference with you. 
   
Sincerely, 

 
President, NC NOW 
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NCWU Legislative Report Card Press Conference, April 30, 2014 

 

NC Women United (NCWU) is a coalition of progressive organizations and individuals 
working to achieve the full political, social, and economic equality of all women across 

North Carolina. NCWU works to build women’s power through grassroots activism, 
community organizing, legislative advocacy, and engagement in the political process. 

 

www.ncwu.org 
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  Conference Agenda  

8:30 am - 9:00 am  Registration and Credentialing  

9:00 am – 9:30 am  Opening Plenary 

   Welcome - Gailya Paliga 

   Site Logistics - Lori Bunton  

   Credentials Committee Report - Judy Lowe and Pam Wade 

   Bylaws or Resolutions   

   Cities for CEDAW coalition – Melissa Peters 

 Report from National NOW Board – Audrey Muck 

   Business – Roberta Waddle and Gailya Paliga 
 

9:30 am - 10:30 am How NC Laws Have Impacted Women – Moderator Gailya Paliga 

 Economic Security  - Marion Johnson  

 Reproductive Rights  -  Shana Broders  

 Status of Education  –  Yevonne Brannon  

 Legislative Report and Lawsuits – Robin Davis 

10:30 am - 10:40 am Break, Silent Auction 

10:40 am - 11:00 am Life for Women in 1966 – Lori Bunton 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm Our Time is Now: the Equal Rights Amendment – Moderator: 

Marena, Groll, Robera Madden, Toni Morris, Audrey Muck  

Description: History of the fight for women‟s rights, history of Women of Color in the movement for 

Women‟s Rights, and the current status of ERA. Includes a sneak peak of special plans for introduction 

of the ERA in the NC General Assembly in 2017 and work to be done on the congressional level. We'll 

highlight the work of the new ERA-NC Alliance organization, of which NC NOW is a member. 

12:00 – 12:20 pm Break, Silent Auction, Get Lunch 

12:20 – 1:30 pm Lunch/Keynote Speaker 

● 12:20 pm - 12:25 pm  Introduce Keynote – Gailya Paliga 

● 12:25 pm –   1:10 pm  Keynote Address – State Auditor Beth Wood 

●   1:10 pm –  1:20 pm   Q&A 

● 1:20 pm -  1:30 pm   Recognition of VIPS, and Greetings 

1:30 pm – 1:45 pm NC NOW Election – Candidate speeches – Roberta Waddle 
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Conference Agenda – (continued) 
1:45 pm – 2:00 pm Conclusion of Silent Auction, Break – Cindi McNulty 

2:00 pm – 2:15 pm Reflection on 50th anniversary of NOW - Gailya Paliga 

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm Taking Action Now! Workshops 

  “Youth Activists: Our community journey to free Wildin Acosta.”  

With Robin Magee, Pam Gonzalez, Ellen Holmes, Axel Herrera Ramos,  

Jimena Ramos, Allison Swain and Mika Hunter Twietmeyer 

Description:  How high school students ignited a community movement. The group will share their 

strategies for rescuing a person from American immigrant deportation system, the ones they used 

to extract Durham teenager Wildin Guillen Acosta in 2016. This workshop is led by a group of high 

school students, teachers, parents, and community activists who joined the movement to free a 

student. 

 Recognizing Racism” With Sharon Johnson, Judy Lowe, and Roberta Waddle 

Description: Members of Fayetteville NOW will describe how the chapter has organized 

discussions about people of diverse ethnic, racial and cultural backgrounds.  They will talk about the 

successes and the challenges of conducting this kind of campaign.  They will conduct an abbreviated 

version of a „Cracking the Codes‟ program for the workshop participants. 

3:15 pm – 3:20 pm Break 

3:20 pm – 3:30 pm Artistic Presentation - Mandy Carter and the Pauli Murray Project 

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm Closing Plenary 

 Elections Committee Report – Roberta Waddle 

 Close - Gailya Paliga 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Limited Edition 50th 

anniversary T-Shirt 

Raleigh NOW welcomes you to Raleigh for 
the 2016 state conference. Buy a t-shirt 
while you’re here to celebrate the occasion! 
 
$15 before the conference, and with this ad! 
$20 without the ad or after the conference. 
 
Find them at the Raleigh NOW table or 
contact president@raleighnow.org. 
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Keynote Speaker 

 North Carolina State Auditor Beth A. Wood, CPA 
 

Beth Wood is completing her second term as North Carolina‟s 

elected State Auditor. She is a Certified Public Accountant and 

long-time public servant with nearly 25 years of auditing experience.  

 

Beth worked in the State Auditor‟s Office for more than a decade 

before being elected in 2008. Before joining the Office of the 

State Auditor (OSA), she worked in the State Treasurer‟s Office 

and in the private sector. Wood is the first woman elected State 

Auditor in North Carolina.  

 

During her tenure, the office has performed audits to help state leaders cope with the 

worst economic conditions since the Great Depression. Those audits have focused on 

contracting practices that favored vendors at the expense of taxpayers and holding 

officials at all levels accountable for the way they do business. The audits published by 

OSA have saved the state hundreds of millions of dollars. 

 

In her second term, Beth continues to help strengthen and improve state government.  

Audit teams across the state are watching every area of state government for potential 

savings and to ensure the best use of taxpayer dollars. 

 

Additionally, the office is following up on prior audits, evaluating the use of best practices 

by state agencies, and working to attract and retain highly skilled auditors.   

 

2016 NOW Conference Committees                                                                                            

 The Nominating Committee – Roberta Waddle and Judy Lowe 

 The Elections Committee   - Roberta Waddle  

 The Registration & Credentialing Committee - Judy Lowe, Pam Wade 

 The Bylaws and Resolutions Committee – Esther Barkley and Wendy Michener 

 The Conference Committee – Gailya Paliga (chair), Esther Barkley, Lori Bunton,  

Maria Cantu, Rachel Goldstein, Judy Lowe, Cindi McNulty, Wendy Michener,  

Sarah Moncelle, and Roberta Waddle. 
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2016 Conference Speakers 

Dr. Yevonne Brannon      Chair, Board of Directors, Public Schools First NC   

Dr. Yevonne Brannon has been the Director of the Center for Urban Affairs and Community 

Services at NCSU since 1991. Brannon also serves as Chair, Board of Directors, for Public Schools 

First NC (PSFNC). PSFNC is a statewide nonpartisan organization focused solely on public 

education issues. Dr. Brannon has over 35 years of experience in applied social science research, 

especially in designing research protocols, conducting primary data collection, and in analyzing and 

interpreting research findings for public policy issues. 

Brannon is also involved in numerous civic and church committees including serving for four years 

as a Wake County Commissioner. Brannon has been involved in child and public education advocacy 

work through a variety of organizations, including as President of the Wake County PTA Council. 

Brannon is an active member of the Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church and has served as a 

Sunday School Teacher for Grades 3-5 since 1992. 

Brannon received her Ph.D. in Sociology from NC State University. She and her husband  have 

three children and three grandchildren, all of whom attended and/or attend public schools.    

Website: www.publicschoolsfirstnc.org/                                                                               

Email: publicschoolsfirstnc@gmail.com 

 

Shana Broders                       Reproductive Rights Activist 

Shana Broders is proud to stand up for abortion and reproductive rights for North Carolina 

women and women everywhere. Fighting for a woman's right to bodily autonomy is now her life's 

passion. Broders fell into activism casually. She saw some videos and pictures on Twitter of 

protesters harassing women going into a clinic in the northeast. That led her to Triangle for 

Choice Clinic Escorts and her life changed forever.  

Broders is a veteran NC teacher, starting her twenty fourth year at an elementary school in 

Wake County. She got her degree from Watson School of Education at UNC-W. 

Broders has lived in North Carolina since she was two; and being that she is a daughter, sister (of 

sisters!), mother of four (three of whom are female) and strong feminist - women and children's 

issues are where her interests focus.  

Email: shanabroders@gmail.com 
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Lori Bunton                                 NC NOW Member, Community Activist 

Lori Bunton has been a member of NOW for over 40 years and recently attended the 50th 

anniversary conference  in Washington DC (June 2016).  She is a former pharmaceutical 

executive who recently retired to spend more time volunteering and working with organizations 

like NOW, Dress for Success and Planned Parenthood.  She was President of NCAHC (North 

Carolina Association of Healthy Communities) in 2015, a non-profit dedicated to educating     

North Carolinians on wellness & health.   

Bunton has lived in the Raleigh-Durham area for about 10 years moving here from San Diego, CA.  

She has lived in 11 states and Germany. She is an avid reader, hiker, traveler and devoted mother, 

grandmother and feminist.  

Bunton has a BS in Business from the University of Tennessee. She graduated summa cum laude. 

Email: lbunton2003@yahoo.com 
 

Mandy Carter               Co-Founder of NBJC, SONG, Community Activist 

Mandy Carter is a black LGBTQ activist who has been working for 48 years for justice, 

democracy & equality. She is a co-founder of Southerners On New Ground (SONG). She has been 

active in electoral politics on the national and state-wide level. She was one of five National Co-

Chairs of Obama‟s LGBT Pride, the LGBT grassroots infrastructure for his 2008 presidential 

campaign. She is co-founder of National Black Justice Coalition and led the Bayard Rustin Project. 

Email: mandycarter@nc.rr.com 

 

Robin Davis            Vice President of Political Action, NC NOW 

Robin Davis is NC NOW's Vice President of Political Action and Legislation.  She is also a member 

of the North Carolina NOW PAC. Over the years she has held many elected and offices in NOW, 

including President of Raleigh NOW, President of NC NOW, Chair NOW‟s Small States 

Presidents Caucus (then the largest of three state caucuses), National Board member (most 

recently in 2010 to complete the term of a regional board member who resigned), and Southeast 

Region Director. 

Davis has also served as a member of national NOW‟s Political Action Committee (PAC) and the 

NOW Equality PAC. Robin served two terms on NOW's national PAC. She was one of the shouting 

supporters ejected from the gallery of the North Carolina state senate after the vote not to 

ratify the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)… and she hasn‟t gotten over it. 

Davis writes the weekly Legislative Update for North Carolina NOW when the NCGA is in session. 

Email: robindavis@aol.com 
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Pam Gonzalez                 Student Activist  
 

Pam Gonzalez is a student activist from Durham, NC. Gonzalez got involved with Wildin Acosta's 

case not only because she was a classmate but because she believed that his detainment was 

unjust. She‟s committed to student advocacy.  
      

Gonzalez attended Riverside High School and is currently at Meredith College pursing a degree  

in Political Science with a Non-Profit Administration Concentration.   

 

Marena Groll  State Coordinator for MsPresentNOW in NC; Chair of 

NC4ERA, A Project of NC NOW 

Marena Groll is a grassroots activist and community organizer in her native battleground state  

of North Carolina. She is a feminist speaker and writer, advocating for the passage of the Equal 

Rights Amendments (ERA) and protection of the 19th Amendment. She is one of the architects 

of the re-introduction of the ERA into the NC General Assembly in the 2015-2016 session.  

Groll holds an MA Ed in Educational Administration, Curriculum and Supervision. She has the vision 

and the planning skills to organize great events and shares that knowledge & know-how with others. 

Website: www.nc4era.org   

Email: info@nc4era.org, membership@era-nc.org 

 

Ellen Holmes      Teacher Activist/Student Advocate           
 

Ellen Holmes is a fifth year Spanish teacher at Riverside High School. She also works for 

Student U and volunteers with Latino Power. She is the adviser for Destino Success, a club at 

Riverside that supports Latino youth academically, within their community and culturally. 

 

Marion Johnson   Policy Advocate, Budget and Tax Center           
 

Marion Johnson works as the Budget and Tax Center Policy Advocate at the NC Justice Center. 

Johnson creates issue campaign strategies and conducts partner and community outreach on anti-

poverty issues. Before joining the Justice Center in May 2016, she worked as a policy analyst at 

Think NC First. She also sits on the board of the Durham People‟s Alliance.  
 

Mrs. Johnson holds a Master of Public Policy from Duke University, where her work focused on 

women of color‟s economic security; and an honors Bachelor‟s Degree in English from Wellesley 

College. 
 

Website: www.ncjustice.org 

Email: Marion@ncjustice.org 
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Sharon Johnson      President, Fayetteville NOW           
 

Sharon Johnson is the incoming President of Fayetteville Chapter of NOW, and serves as 

Secretary of both the Cumberland County Democratic Party and the Democratic Women of 

Cumberland County. 

Since retiring from a career with the U.S. Treasury Department, she has continued her life of 

service to her community by being active through social and political organizations in Fayetteville, 

North Carolina. Johnson consistently participates as well as facilitates discussions about race 

relations in America with Fayetteville NOW. These discussions are so important to her that she 

has assisted in the planning and coordination of the series entitled “Cracking the Code: The 

System of Racial Inequality, and Mirrors of Privilege.” It is her belief that through these open 

discussions with individuals of varied ethnicities and cultural backgrounds, everyone will gain a 

better understanding of one another. She believes these efforts in communication will dispel 

stereotypes and often hurtful misconceptions. She‟s proud to serve her community through her 

involvement in NOW.  

Judy Lowe                           Administrative Officer of NC NOW  

Judy Lowe has been active in Fayetteville NOW since moving to NC in the mid '80's.  She is 

currently serving as Administrative Officer of NC NOW and has served as former President and 

Treasurer of Fayetteville NOW.  She also has served as Chair of the Fayetteville Human 

Relations Commission. Lowe first became a member of NOW in the mid 1970's.  She began her 

journey of social activism while living in Chicago by volunteering for Cesar Chavez and the 

campaign to unionize the farm workers.  Lowe has also been active in many political campaigns.  

Some of these include Walter Mondale, Harvey Gantt, Eva Clayton and for the next POTUS, HRC! 

Email: judylowe@nc.rr.com 

 

Roberta Madden       Co-director of RATIFY ERA-NC Alliance 

Roberta (Robbie) Madden is co-director of RATIFY ERA-NC, helped organize the new ERA-NC 

Alliance, and serves as its co-chair. Robbie played an active role in having the ERA introduced in 

both houses of the General Assembly in 2015. She lobbied for the Equal Rights Amendment in 

Louisiana in the 1970s, testified for the ERA before legislative committees, and has been an ERA 

activist for 44 years.  

The NAACP, the Louisiana Center for Women and Government, 100 Black Men, Leadership 

Greater Baton Rouge Alumni, and the Battered Women‟s Center have honored her. In 2007 the 

national YWCA awarded her its One Imperative Award for her work on racial justice. Last year 

NC Women United presented her the Anne Mackie Award for lifetime achievement.  
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Madden also serves on the boards of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Corporation of the 

Swannanoa Valley and the Southern Mutual Help Association, as well as the Asheville YWCA‟s 

Advocacy Committee and the AAUW‟s Public Policy interest group. She was recently elected as a 

member of the Women‟s Forum of NC and is a member of Business and Professional Women NC.  

Formerly Madden was employed at the YWCA of Baton Rouge as Director of Racial and Social 

Justice. She served there for 18 years before moving to Black Mountain, NC in 2009. 

Email: robertamadden@yahoo.com 

Robin Magee    Community Activist/Student Advocate  
 

Robin Magee is passionate about education, justice, equality, community building, theatre, novels, 

art, and high school cross country running.  She became involved in Wildin‟s campaign through her 

sons. Magee is the parent of a 2016 Riverside High School graduate.  She is honored to be a part 

of today's workshop.                               
 

Email: dramageek40@yahoo.com 
 

Toni Morris      Member, Fayetteville NOW 
 

Toni Morris is a Licensed Professional Counselor/Mental Health Therapist who provides services 

to children, adolescents and adults. She moved to Cumberland County in 1976 where she is a 

former educator and Licensed School Counselor in the Cumberland County school system. She has 

also worked in the medical field in leadership positions. 

Morris has been a presenter at various youth and adult conferences and trainer for child 

advocacy and child sexual abuse. She is past president for the Licensed Professional Counselor 

Association for North Carolina (LPCANC) and organized Advocacy Day for the group in order to 

educate legislators in the N.C. General Assemble on the subject of Mental Health. Toni is the 

current commissioner of Fayetteville/Cumberland County Human Relations Commission. 
 

Morris received her Bachelor‟s degree in Sociology, with honors, from Rutgers University in New 

Jersey, her Master‟s Degree in Mental Health Counseling, with honors, from Webster University 

and is completing her dissertation for a PhD in Educational Psychology with Walden University.  

Morris has been married for 29 years and has two children, both graduates of North Carolina 

Central University. 
 

Email: antoinette.morris45@gmail.com 
 

Axel Herrera Ramos                     Student Activist  
 

Axel Herrera Ramos was born in Honduras and moved to the US at the age of 7. Herrera Ramos 

has lived in North Carolina since 2005. He graduated from Riverside High school in 2016 and is 

now a student at Duke University as a Washington Duke Scholar. 
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Audrey Muck NOW National Board Member; Chapter President, 

Triad NOW (Winston-Salem, Greensboro, High Point)  

Audrey Muck is an audio/video producer, writer and editor. The majority of her career was spent 

in public broadcasting in the Carolinas – from radio reporter, host and news director to television 

writer and producer. She served as a public relations specialist for academic and administrative 

departments at Wake Forest University. She provided AV support for the Buckley School of 

Public Speaking in South Carolina, taught web design at Forsyth Tech, and launched two 

companies providing multimedia and online marketing solutions for small businesses. She is an 

independent filmmaker and is currently working on Brazen Belles, a documentary about South 

Carolina women‟s rights activists. Audrey serves on the boards of the National Organization for 

Women, NC NOW and the ERA-NC Alliance, and is president of the Triad NOW Chapter. 

She plays bass and flute in OverReaction Jackson, along with her husband, Eric. 

Website: www.triadnow.org/ 

Email:  president@triadnow.org, fanninmm@gmail.com 

Gailya Paliga   President, NC NOW; President, Raleigh NOW 
  

Gailya Paliga has been president of NC NOW since November 2009.  She has served on the NC 

NOW Board of Directors and the NC NOW PAC for many years, while being president of Raleigh 

NOW too.  In 2007, she became the NC NOW Administrative Officer and joined the NC Women 

United (NCWU) Board of Directors.  Paliga is past Policy Council Chair for NCWU.  Her 

enthusiasm for involving the NC chapters in statewide events and organizing local events adds 

strength to NOW‟s presence in this area.  Paliga works pro-actively with other organizations and 

progressive groups to share NOW‟s views on issues, to promote better understanding of local 

issues to help public events achieve maximum impact.   

 

Paliga has a B.S. in Computer Science, and an English as a Second Language Teaching Certificate. 

She loves to learn and teach languages.   

 

Website:  northcarolinanow.wordpress.com, www.facebook.com/ RaleighNow 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/NC-NOW-National-Organization-for-Women-180024368705304 

Email:        nownorthcarolina@gmail.com, president@raleighnow.org, gailya@nc.rr.com 

 

Melissa Peters             WomenNC, Cities for CEDAW Coalition  
 

Melissa Peters became involved with the NC Cities for CEDAW Coalition in November 2015 after 

becoming an intern for WomenNC, a member organization of the coalition. She has continued to 

assist the coalition throughout her involvement with WomenNC, assisting with multiple 

responsibilities involved with the coalition.  

mailto:gailya@nc.rr.com
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Additionally, Peters is a graduate student at NC State in the Applied Social and Community 

Psychology program. Her interest in and passion for women's human rights led to her involvement 

in WomenNC, NC Cities for CEDAW, and also shapes her research interest in graduate school.  
 

E-mail: melissa.peters@womennc.org 

Website: www.facebook.com/C4CCEDAWNC 

 

Jimena Ramos                              Student Activist  
 

Jimena Ramos is a DACA student completing her Associates Degree in Science at Durham 

Technical Community College (DTCC). Ramos co-founded the first Latino club Cambiando Caminos, 

at DTCC. She's currently a team member of Made In Durham. Her goal as a student and an 

advocate is to help students pursue higher education regardless of personal and societal barriers. 
 

Ramos was selected to be a representative in The NC Community College System Student Leader 

Development program of 2015-2016. Ramos received recognition for Outstanding Leadership in 

2015. In 2016 at the NC Comprehensive Community College Student Government Association, she 

was awarded the Eddie Myers Outstanding Advocacy Award.  

 

Allison Swaim      Teacher Activist/Student Advocate  
Allison Swaim dove into teaching full time last fall after years of teaching youth media in her 

career as a radio documentary producer. Swaim loves the challenge of teaching US History to 

English language learners at Riverside High School and takes every opportunity to connect the 

curriculum to her students‟ own lives and experiences. Allison is originally from Salisbury, NC, 

home of Cheerwine. 

 

Mika Hunter Twietmeyer      Teacher Activist/Student Advocate  

Mika Hunter Twietmeyer has taught science at Riverside High School for eight years. She is 

National Board Certified, serves as a mentor for student teachers and new teachers, is a 

university instructor for pre-service teachers, and is a member of the Durham Association of 

Educators. 

Roberta Waddle     Treasurer of NC NOW; Vice President, Fayetteville NOW 

Roberta Waddle is a long-time NOW member and activists. She joined NOW in 1979 to work on 

the Equal Rights Amendment and was part of the ERA Countdown Campaign Staff in NC.   

She has served NOW at the local, state and national level. She has been Chapter President, State 

President and National Board member, and is presently Treasurer for NC NOW.  Roberta has 

chaired the Cumberland County Board of Adjustments and the Cumberland County Democratic 

Party. She proposed Fayetteville NOW organize community conversations with people of diverse 

backgrounds in 2012.  The chapter has built a coalition of organizations who support these 
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efforts.  She is currently President of Fayetteville NOW.  She is also very involved with electing 

our first woman President, Hillary Clinton. 

Waddle has a B.S. in Biology Education from Northeast Missouri State University (now Truman 

State), an M.S. in Botany from Iowa State University, and an Associate degree in Electronic Data 

Processing from Fayetteville Technical Community College. She taught biology and botany at 

Fayetteville State part-time from 1973 to 1979. Roberta worked for over 20 years for a small 

technology company that developed and installed computer systems in medical offices.  

Waddle has been married for 50 years to Floyd. They have two adult daughters and one grandson. 

Email: rwaddle@nc.rr.com 

 

Pam Wade                      First Vice President, Fayetteville NOW 

Pam Wade is the First Vice-President of the Fayetteville Chapter of NOW.  She also serves as the 

First Vice-President of Democratic Women of Cumberland County and Third Vice-President of the 

Cumberland County Senior Democrats.  She is currently serving on the Fayetteville Senior Citizens 

Advisory Board.  Wade is also a member of the NC-NAACP where she serves on the Political Action 

Committee.  She has served as secretary of the Cumberland County Democratic Party and       

President of the Cumberland County Friends of the Library.   

Wade was a Civil Service employee of 27 years as an Education Specialist who retired in 2011.     

She has 2 grown children and 4 granddaughters. 

Email: wadepj123@gmail.com 

 

Thanks to NC’s Lifetime NOW Members (as of June 2016)                                                                                                     

Laura Thomas 

Dr. Cynthia Kleppinger 

Walter Holt 

Margaret A. Mays 

Janet H. Allen 

Val Zamora 

Susan J. Rao 

Eileen M. Friars 

John Vanderstar 

Laura Exterkamp 

Dr. Sarah Shoaf 

Mandy Carter 

Dr. Susan Gale Orovitz   

Christine Huber   

Lynette Green   

Rebecca A. P. Inglefield   

Martha Hamed   

Beverly Boone   

Dana Rees Folley   

Kimberly Hill   

M Wheeler Clowes   
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The Hyde Amendment Turns 40 - Let's End It NOW! 

The horrible Hyde Amendment has been in place for 40 years as of Sept 30, 2016.  

 

The Hyde Amendment is a legislative provision that bans federal funds from being used for most 

abortions. These restrictions particularly harm low-income women and women of color. The Hyde Amendment 

started out as a way to ban Medicaid funding for abortion, targetting poor women. The Hyde Amendment 

became effective in 1977. It has been reauthorized every year by Congress as part of budget appropriations for 

the Department of Health and Human Services. It treats abortion differently than other services in the Medicaid 

program, and limits coverage of abortion to limited circumstances. It inspired other federal programs to 

interfere with abortion coverage as well. 

 

 

Since its introduction, Congress has enacted bans 

similar to the Hyde Amendment to restrict more 

women from getting abortion funding. Abortion 

is not covered for many groups of people, 

including military personnel and their 

dependents, federal employees and their 

dependents, women in federal prisons, American 

Indians and Alaskan Natives, and Peace Corps 

volunteers.  

 

More at www.northcarolinanow.org 
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NOW Policy and Grassroots Outreach 

 Overview: Strategic Action Program 

The key goal of the Policy and Grassroots Outreach team is to implement the Strategic Action Program 

(SAP) amongst the grassroots. 

 What is the SAP: 

 A set of priorities for grassroots activists 

 Developed during the 2015 structure modernization 

 Voted on at the national conference in June 2016 

 Increases engagement at all levels of NOW (local, state, national) 

 Build autonomous chapter unity 

 When asked what NOW is doing these days, the SAP is the answer 

 The SAP is comprised of three National Action Campaigns: 

 Dismantling the Sexual Abuse to Prison Pipeline 

 Full and Equal Access to Abortion and Birth Control 

 Ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment with an Intersectional Lens 

 National Action Campaign #1: Dismantling the Sexual Abuse to Prison Pipeline 

 Areas of focus: 
 Schools 

 Child Victims of Sex Trafficking 

 Juvenile Justice Facilities 

 Goals/Desired outcomes: 
 Schools: 

 Revise school disciplinary codes to eliminate zero-tolerance policies that unfairly 

target girls of color 

 Make sure that your local school has a Title IX coordinator, and that their contact 

information is easily accessible 

 Raise awareness about how school policies disproportionately affect victims of child 

sex abuse, particularly girls of color 

 Child Victims of Sex Trafficking 

 Raise awareness about the arrest and detention of child victims of sex trafficking 

for prostitution 

 Demonstrate support for Nordic model legislation, which criminalizes buyers rather 

than sex workers 

 Juvenile Justice System 

 Reauthorize and strengthen the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act 

(JJDPA) 

 Fully enforce the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) 

 Recent Events 

 NOW Board members presented at the National Sexual Assault Conference in 

Washington, D.C. on September 1st, 2016 
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Policy and Grassroots Outreach (continued) 

 Current Action Items in Progress: 

 Create a social media/outreach toolkit 

 One page fact sheet on the SAPP 

 National Action Campaign #2: Equal Access to Abortion and Birth Control 

 Goals/Desired Outcomes: 
 Coalition Building 

 Support the efforts of the All* Above All (AAA) coalition to make 

abortion access more affordable 

 Continue discussion after Supreme Court decisions 

 Whole Woman‟s Health v. Hellerstedt 

 Zubik v. Burwell 

 Legislative Priorities 
 The EACH Woman Act 

 Women‟s Health Protection Act 

 Access to Birth Control Act 

 Current Action Items in Progress: 
 All* Above All actions in ABC committee states (FL,NM,OR,TX) 

 Leave behind about the EACH Woman Act and talking points for lobbying 

Congressional representatives while in Capitol Hill during time in D.C. 

 Op-eds about the EACH Woman Act 

 Social media toolkit 

National Action Campaign #3: Ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment 

with an Intersectional Lens 

 Goals/Desired Outcomes: 
 Expand national conversation about the ERA through an intersectional lens 

 Expand the number of people--particularly young people--who know the status of 

the national ERA and care that it is ratified 

 Inspire activists to push for ratification in state legislatures, and for 

development of state-level ERAs 

 Activism tailored to the particular needs and political climates of local 

communities 

 Promote the Visions for Equality messaging campaign 

 Recent updates 
 Create LGBTQIA focus within the committee (decided at the special board 

meeting in August 2016) 

 Current Action Items in Progress: 
 Equal Means Equal screenings 

 Work with the ERA Coalition (hand out the Visions for Equality guidelines 

at the screenings) 

 Visions for Equality PR Campaign 

 Outreach/social media tool kit 
 Model letter to the editor - distributed to each chapter 
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Raleigh, NC, 4/7/16 – Much of the public discussion over HB 2 has focused on its harm to the 

LGBT community and the backlash of opposition from businesses, sporting event organizers, and 

some elected officials outside of NC. However, the new law goes way beyond the LGBT 

community. The extensive changes to protections in this bill hurt women in shocking ways. 

 “HB 2 eliminates all existing state law remedies for women from being demoted, 

transferred, or terminated from their job because of their sex,” according to Rick Glazier, 

in “18 Questions, 18 Answers: The Real Facts Behind House Bill 2,” 4/1/16.  Rick 

Glazier is the Executive Director of the NC Justice Center, a lawyer, and the former 

Representative of Cumberland County, which he served for 7 terms. 

 

 The new law prevents workplace discrimination claims for all North Carolina workers from 

North Carolina courts, nullifying 30 years of common-law precedent and forcing people 

who say they’ve been unfairly fired from their jobs to turn to the federal courts for relief,” 

according to Greg Lacour, in “The HB2 Provision Few Are Talking About,” 4/4/16. 

Federal courts are harder to navigate and usually more expensive, making it less accessible 

for women who still earn less than men. "In 2014, female full-time workers made only 79 

cents for every dollar earned by men, a gender wage gap of 21 percent," according to the 

Institute for Women's Policy Research.   

 

 HB 2 targets women with the restriction on minimum wage. According to a report from the 

National Women's Law Center released in May 2015, women represent close to two-thirds 

of minimum wage workers in North Carolina, and in the nation. "Women and racial 

minorities are minimum wage workers the state is willing to put at great risk, even 

doubling the problems for women of color," said Marena Groll. Groll is founder of 

NC4ERA, which is a project of NC NOW. 

 

  “HB 2 overturned and eliminated all existing local ordinances and any ability to enact 

family leave policies, child welfare protections, limits on the number of consecutive hours 

an employee may be required to work without a break or health insurance standards for any 

contractors in their community,” according to Glazier. 

NC NOW’s President Gailya Paliga said “Women are fed up with laws like HB 2 that diminish our 

rights so significantly that they reinforce the need for constitutional protection for women.” 

It's difficult to overestimate the damage this law has done to women in NC. It must be repealed 

immediately to stop the damage to our people, our economy and to North Carolina’s reputation.   

For more information, contact: Gailya Paliga, NC National Organization for Women, 919-539-7702 

 

NC NOW: HB 2 is Disastrous for Women 

http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
http://www.charlottemagazine.com/Charlotte-Magazine/April-2016/The-HB2-Provision-Few-Are-Talking-About/
http://www.iwpr.org/initiatives/pay-equity-and-discrimination
http://www.iwpr.org/initiatives/pay-equity-and-discrimination
http://www.iwpr.org/initiatives/pay-equity-and-discrimination
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
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The National Organization for Women’s (NOW) purpose is to take action to bring women 

into full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 

and responsibilities there of in truly equal partnership with men. This purpose includes, but is 

not limited to, equal rights and responsibilities in all aspects of citizenship, public service, 

employment, education, and family life, and it includes freedom from discrimination because 

of race, ethnic origin, age, marital status, sexual preference/orientation, or parenthood. 

Website: www.northcarolinanow.org, northcarolinanow.wordpress.com 

Contact: NC NOW President Gailya Paliga at gailya@nc.rr.com or president@raleighnow.org 

 
Pauli Murray Project/Pauli Murray Center for History and Social Justice 
We are dedicated to lifting up the life and legacy of activist, attorney, poet, professor and 

priest Pauli Murray. We are committed to engaging community in dialogue, education, arts 

and mobilizations that address enduring inequities and injustices in our world. We are 

restoring Pauli Murray’s family home which has been nominated for National Historic 

Landmark designation. It would be North Carolina’s 39th but the first focused on women’s 

and LGBTQ history.  
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WorkPlace Option Mission  

Strengthening workplace effectiveness through 

employee engagement and support 


