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ADJOURNMENT:  The session is over.  Adjournment came late Friday night (July 

1).  This short session was one of the shortest (68 days) in recent memory; since 

2000 the average session has lasted 77 days. The final days were marked by 

serious in-fighting between House and Senate Republicans that became 

public.  A budget has been adopted, a minor change was made to the law 

based on HB2, but some of the most significant actions of this session were the 

things it left undone. 

 

BUDGET:  The short session does not produce a full-blown budget; it merely 

tweaks the two-year budget produced in the previous long session.  Highlights 

of the $22.34 million dollar budget include a 1.5 percent pay raise along with 

a .5 percent one-time bonus for state workers; teacher pay raises averaging 4.7 

percent aimed at experienced teachers (new teachers were the target last 

session); a one-time COLA of 1.6 percent for state retirees (but no raise); and a 

state income tax cut achieved by increasing the standard deduction.  For 

details, see http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/jun/28/highlights-of-

north-carolina-government-budget-agr/. 

 

HB2:  The only change was to restore the right to sue in state court for 

workplace discrimination; however, the statute of limitations for filing a suit was 

reduced from three years (old law) to one year (new law)—a net loss for civil 

rights.  The restriction on bathroom use by trans individuals, which is the subject 

of five lawsuits (including suits filed by the Department of Justice and the North 

Carolina Civil Liberties Union) remains untouched.  The legislature allocated 

$500,000 from the disaster relief fund to support defending HB2 in court—a 

necessary step because Attorney General Roy Cooper has refused to use his 

departmental budget to defend a statute he maintains is unconstitutional. 

 

WHAT DIDN’T HAPPEN:   

 

The Taxpayer Protection Act (SB 607), which proposed three amendments to 

the state constitution:  (1) to limit state spending in any year to a formula based 

on population growth and inflation; (2) to cap the top state personal and 

corporate income tax rate at 5 percent—half of the present cap of 10 percent; 

and (3)to designate 2 percent of the General Fund budget to the rainy day 

fund and place restrictions on how the fund could be used, did not  
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pass the House.  In fact, none of the proposed constitutional amendments 

passed both houses. 

 

House Bill 100, a bill to prevent law enforcement from accepting photo 

identification cards issued to immigrants by municipalities and non-profits and 

to punish cities and counties that violated immigration laws by withholding 

funding for roads and schools, also died. 

 

There was no time for legislators to redraw lines in Wake County for school 

districts and the Board of Commissioners after a federal court rejected the lines 

drawn last session.  The bill to redraw the lines for Asheville’s City Council was 

defeated on the House floor after hot debate.  We can hope that the 

legislature has learned something and will get out of the business of 

gerrymandering counties and municipalities. 

 

For a more comprehensive overview of what did not get done, good and bad, 

see:  http://www.wral.com/several-high-profile-bills-left-behind-by-

lawmakers/15822629/. 

 

IN-FIGHTING BETWEEN HOUSE AND SENATE REPUBLICANS 

 

Tempers flared Friday morning when the House Finance Committee was 

considering SB 46 sponsored by Senate Majority Leader Harry Brown that would  

allow his county (Onslow) to use hotel/motel occupancy tax revenue to build a 

sports complex.  The proposal was against House (but not Senate) rules on how 

occupancy taxes can be used.  It is understood that legislators are sometimes 

coerced into voting for bills they don’t like by threats to block their bills in 

retaliation for refusing to go along and get along.  What was unusual in this 

hearing is that favors and threats were openly aired before the committee 

voted down the bill—and Laura Leslie wrote a delicious article describing it all:  

http://www.wral.com/house-senate-trade-barbs-over-tax-bill/15821286/.  A 

must-read to gain insight into how the legislative process can sometimes work. 

 

Friday evening, Sen. Apodaca encountered push-back from the House and 

ultimate defeat for his bill that would have drawn district lines for the Asheville 

City Council.  The move was labeled “legislative gerrymandering,” in a hot 

exchange between Republicans who supported the powerful Senator 

Apodaca and Republicans who sided with the Democrats from Asheville and 

Buncombe County to defeat the measure.  Here is the full account:    

http://www .newsobserver.com/news/state/north-

carolina/article87265432.html.  These open conflicts may be an indication 

that the iron grip of the Republican leadership has been broken. 

--Robin Davis 
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