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A conference committee has been appointed to negotiate the final budget 

(http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/confcomm/confcommittee.pl?BillChamber=H

&BillID=1030&session=2015&current=true) and negotiations have begun.  Here is 

an excellent summary of the major differences between the House and Senate 

budgets, the items that have to be negotiated:  http://www.wral.com/key-

differences-between-house-senate-budgets/15758083/.  It is rumored that 

leaders hope to end this session on June 30.   

 

Rumors continue to swirl around revisions to HB 2.  Rep. Darren Jackson (an 

opponent of HB 2) says he has seen a proposal that would leave the bathroom 

provisions intact, but make an exception for individuals whose states do not 

allow changes to their birth certificates after gender reassignment surgery: 

http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/state-

politics/article83204167.html .  The major change proposed would be to revise 

the law to make it possible to pursue discrimination cases in North Carolina 

courts—a change that Governor McCrory advocates.  Republicans are clearly 

having difficulty reaching consensus on what, if anything, to do about HB2 and 

no proposal has been made public yet. 

 

Rep. Larry Pittman wins the NRA In-Your-Face Award for filing a “Gun Rights 

Amendment Bill” (HB 1148) the day after the Orlando mass shootings.  The bill 

would amend the state constitution to allow people to carry a concealed 

firearm without first obtaining a permit.  However, the bill has been parked in 

House Rules Committee, and after a public outcry the House leadership has 

indicated that it will not be heard this session:  

http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-

blogs/under-the-dome/article83594647.html. 

 

In a surprise move, the House delayed debate on the proposed constitutional 

amendment to write in stone the drastic Republican budget cuts and to cap 

state income taxes at 5.5 percent (SB 607)—a policy that would give tax relief 

to high income earners and penalize lower income brackets.  Sources say that 

the bill will be heard later this month.  Amendments to the state constitution 

must pass both houses by a 3/5 vote before going to the ballot for a vote. 

 

--Robin Davis 
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BILL TRACKER 

 

House Bills 

 

H946:   Repeal HB2; Fund Human Relations Comm. (=S784) 

             Repeals HB2 in its entirety and funds the Human Relations Commission

   04/26/2016 House Judiciary IV; if favorable, Appropriations 

 

H1078:  The Equality for All Act 

              Defines protected status ("Protected status" means a person's race,  

              color, national origin, religion, ,age, 15 disability, sex, marital status,  

              familial status, sexual orientation, gender identity, 16 military or veteran  

              status, or genetic information) and prohibits discrimination in housing,  

              employment, public accommodation, credit, insurance, and  

              education. 

              05/11/2016 House Judiciary I 

 

H1118:  Provide Protections against Discrimination 

              Repeals HB2 and adds veteran status, sexual orientation, and gender  

              identity to classes protected from discrimination in employment and  

              public accommodations.  Narrower than H1078. 

              05/11/2016 House Judiciary I; if favorable, Appropriations 

 

H1148    Gun Rights Amendment 

              An act to amend the state constitution to remove the requirement to 

              obtain a permit to carry a concealed firearm. 

               06/13/2016  House Rules 

 

 

Senate Bills 

 

S784:    Repeal HB2; Fund Human Relations Comm. (=H946) 

             04/28/2016 Appropriations/Base Budget; if favorable, Ways and Means 

 

S607   Taxpayer Protection Act 

This bill calls for a vote to amend the NC Constitution to (1) limit state   

spending in any year to a formula based on population growth and  

inflation; (2) cap the top tax rate on personal and corporate income   

  tax at 5 percent—half of the present cap of 10 percent; and (3)    

 designate 2 percent of the General Fund budget to the rainy day fund  

 and place restrictions on how the fund could be used. 

 8/12/2015 PASSED SENATE  

 8/17/2015  House Finance; if favorable House Rules  


