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The House failed to concur with the Senate budget on Thursday (06/08/2016); 

therefore, a conference committee will be appointed with representatives from 

both the House and the Senate to negotiate a final budget.  The negotiations will 

be conducted behind closed doors, but there will be rumors and leaks to 

indicate—accurately or inaccurately—how the negotiations are progressing. 

 

Rumors are swirling that the House and Senate are close to a deal on HB2—but 

there is no agreement on what could be in the deal.  The Republicans are 

caught between the religious right—who wants them to do nothing—and 

business interests—who want them to make it all go away.  There are a lot of 

alternatives available: 

 

(1) Do nothing and let the courts handle the matter.  This would make the 

religious right happy. 

 

(2) Repeal the entire thing.  This would make most business interests happy. 

 

(3) Deal Rumor #1:  Remove the phrase “biological sex” from the law, but 

leave sex as a protected category.  This would mean that LGBT people 

would not be protected by the state’s non-discrimination ordinance. 

 

(4) Deal Rumor #2:  Add “sexual orientation” in the statewide law covering 

employment, but not for public accommodations, which would leave 

LGBT people dependent upon federal law to protect them from being 

denied service by businesses serving the public. 

 

(5) Rumor #3:  Set up a bipartisan commission headed by Budget Director 

and Republican donor Art Pope and former Lt. Gov. Dennis Wicker to 

find common ground. 

 

(6)  Some supporters of HB2 still claim that Charlotte must first repeal its 

ordinance as a gesture of good faith before Republicans do anything.  

This the Charlotte City Council has refused to do. 

 

(7) The fair option (not on the table):  Repeal HB2 in its entirety and pass a 

state non-discrimination bill that includes sexual orientation and gender 

identity. 

 

--Robin Davis 
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BILL TRACKER 

 

House Bills 

 

H946:   Repeal HB2; Fund Human Relations Comm. (=S784) 

             Repeals HB2 in its entirety and funds the Human Relations Commission

   04/26/2016 House Judiciary IV; if favorable, Appropriations 

 

H1078:  The Equality for All Act 

              Defines protected status ("Protected status" means a person's race,  

              color, national origin, religion, age, disability, sex, marital status,  

              familial status, sexual orientation, gender identity, military or veteran  

              status, or genetic information) and prohibits discrimination in housing,  

              employment, public accommodation, credit, insurance, and  

              education. 

              05/11/2016 House Judiciary I 

 

H1118:  Provide Protections against Discrimination 

              Repeals HB2 and adds veteran status, sexual orientation, and gender  

              identity to classes protected from discrimination in employment and  

              public accommodations.  Narrower than H1078. 

              05/11/2016 House Judiciary I; if favorable, Appropriations 

 

Senate Bills 

 

S784:    Repeal HB2; Fund Human Relations Comm. (=H946) 

             04/28/2016 Appropriations/Base Budget; if favorable, Ways and Means 

 

S607   Taxpayer Protection Act 

This bill calls for a vote to amend the NC Constitution to (1) limit state   

spending in any year to a formula based on population growth and  

inflation; (2) cap the top tax rate on personal and corporate income   

  tax at 5 percent—half of the present cap of 10 percent; and (3)    

  designate 2 percent of the General Fund budget to the rainy day fund  

  and place restrictions on how the fund could be used. 

  8/12/2015 PASSED SENATE  

  8/17/2015 House Finance; if favorable, House Rules  

 

 


