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There has been a dramatic development in the ongoing saga of the law 

known as HB2 that brings the conflict to a new level.  On Wednesday the U. S. 

Justice Department sent a letter to Governor McCrory informing him of its 

finding that HB2 violates both the U. S. Civil Rights Act (banning discrimination in

employment) and Title IX (banning discrimination in education based on sex).  

Here is a link to the Justice Department’s letter to Governor McCrory:  

http://media.charlotteobserver.com/static/images/misc/HB2050412.pdf

 

The letter sets a deadline of Monday, May 9, for the state to respond “by 

confirming that the State will not comply with or implement HB2.”  This finding 

opens the door for a federal discrimination lawsuit against the state of North 

Carolina. If the finding is upheld, NC could lose billions of dollars in federal 

education funding.  During the current school year, the state received $861 

million dollars for public schools and $1.4 billion for the state university system.

So far, the responses state legislative leaders and the Governor are not 

encouraging.  House Speaker Tim Moore stated that the legislature will not 

meet the May 9 deadline not to implement HB2.  Senate leader Phil Berger 

hedged saying that there will need to be some kind of response by May 9, but 

added that the legislature as a whole will not respond by that date.   

Meanwhile Democratic legislators who opposed HB2 are tweeting variations on

the theme that five days is enough time for a response when the entire bill was 

passed and signed by the Governor in 12 hours.  A spokesman for the Governor

said that the Governor will have a response by the May 9 deadline, but would 

not say what that response will be. 

http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/state-

politics/article75797342.html

This emerging battle between North Carolina and the federal government has 

eerie echoes of the battle to desegregate Southern schools.  For ten years 

many Southern school districts refused to implement desegregation and 

capitulated only after the federal government threatened to withhold federal 

education funds.  Ironically, Governor McCrory is invoking the Constitutional 

right to privacy in his defense of HB2—the same provision that arch-

conservatives have always declared mythical because it is used to defend a 

woman’s right to choose abortion.  

--Robin Davis
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