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May 23, 2016 
 
Dear North Carolina Legislator, 
  
On behalf of the North Carolina National Organization for Women (NC NOW), I thank you for your 
service to our state in the General Assembly.  The National Organization for Women (NOW) is the largest 
organization of feminist activists in the United States.  
  
Included in the folder is a copy of NC NOW’s 2016 Pro-choice Signature Ad showing statewide support 
for reproductive choice. NOW fully supports access to safe and legal abortion, to effective birth control 
and emergency contraception, and to reproductive health services and education for all women. 
 
“Abortion is one of the safest surgical procedures for women in the United States. Fewer than 0.5% of 
women obtaining abortions experience a complication, and the risk of death associated with abortion is 
about one-tenth that associated with childbirth,” according to Guttmacher Institute.  

The enclosed article “NC's anti-choice changes in 2015” highlights three bills interfering with choice - 
one interfering with safe and legal abortion, one pulling funds from family planning and pregnancy 
education programs, and one interfering with sex education in our schools - House Bill 465 (HB465), 
House Bill 297 (HB297) and Senate Bill 279 (SB279).  

HB 2 has been a disaster for North Carolina. The state is already suffering the loss of hundreds of 
millions of dollars in economic investments in our state and potentially billions in federal support to the 
state’s K-12 schools, colleges and universities. Yet, the law goes way beyond bathrooms and targeting a 
group of citizens. It removes core worker anti-discrimination protections that state law has provided to 
workers since the 1970s. It also targets women, whether intentional or not.  Read NC NOW’s article on 
how disastrous HB 2 is for women, enclosed. 

NC NOW opposes any legislation that undermines women's reproductive rights. It is disrespectful to 
women to insinuate that we cannot make informed decisions about our healthcare. Our officers, our 
members and our lobbyist will continue to oppose inappropriate government intervention into the lives 
and health of women in North Carolina. We also oppose legislation that hurts women, like HB 2. 
 
Please feel free to contact NC NOW at (919) 539-7702 for additional information on these and other 
issues.  
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gailya Paliga 
President, North Carolina National Organization for Women  

http://ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=hb465&submitButton=Go
http://ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=hb297&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=sb279&submitButton=Go
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/07/nc-now-press-release-hb-2-hurts-women/

