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CALENDAR 

 Oct 10, 9am-“Focusing Women’s 
Power NOW!” NC NOW State 
Conference, in Winston-Salem 

 Oct 22, and Oct 29—NC NOW 
president speaks at the daily pro-
tests against HB318.   

 Oct. 27, 10am—NC NOW State 
Board Meeting 

 Oct. 28, 4pm—“Die In” and fu-
neral procession and press con-
ference to call attention to the  

2,800 people who may die  
each year that NC refuses to ex-
pand Medicaid. 

 Nov. 8 – 20 “We Make America 
Great” walk from Charlotte to Ra-
leigh in support of immigrants. 

 Nov. 9—Suffragettes Screening 
at NCSU.  ERA table there. 

 Nov. 19—The Hunting Ground 
on CNN! —1 in 5 undergraduates 
are assaulted at US universities  

 Nov. 20—in Raleigh 

 Dec. 8—State Board Meeting 

**2 0 1 6 ** 
 Jan. 2—move NC NOW office 

 Early January—phone banking 
for signature ad by chapters.  

 Jan. 14 —signatures due for pro-

choice signature ad 

 Jan. 20 —Pro-choice signature 
ad runs in Indy Week. 

 Jan. 28 – Roe Event with Trian-
gle NOW chapters -  in Chapel 
Hill (see headline on pg 1!) 

Time to be inspired!  Join us at our 
2016 Roe event, Inspiration for 
Roe, featuring Vessel. 

Date: January 28, 2016 
Time: 6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Place: Chapel Hill Friends Meeting 
House at 531 Raleigh Rd. 
Questions/RSVP: call 321-663-8598 or 
email president@raleighnow.org 

Dr. Rebecca Gomperts is a fearless 
sea captain who leads her ship 
through loopholes in international 
law on the high seas, reaching wom-
en in countries where abortions are 
illegal and information is unavaila-
ble. She and the crew learn as they 
go, and leaving in their wake a net-
work of emboldened activists!  

 

Go to northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/events to get tickets via event-
brite, to print a Vessel Roe Event Flier to share, and to see updates or to  
advertise in the event program.  

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                           Our NC NOW State Conference, “Focusing  
                                          Women’s Power NOW” was a great success      
                                          thanks to participation from multiple chapters, 

especially the host chapter, Triad NOW.   More on page 3. 

   Our Women’s Equality Through Time March and Rally on Aug 28 in 
Durham was an inspiring event that included NC NOW’s skit on the 
theme, and an incredible speech by Secretary of State Elaine Marshall 

and others.  More on pg 2. SOS Marshall’s speech is on our webpage. 
   Two great documentaries highlight fights—one of women to get the 

right to vote (Suffragette) and one highlighting the out of control prob-

lem of sexual assault at US Universities (The Hunting Ground).  CNN is 

screening The Hunting Ground in November—what excellent exposure! 

   Time to sign up on NC NOW’s pro-choice signature ad, which will run 

in Triangle’s Indy Week on 1/20/16 in honor of Roe v. Wade.  Page 5. 
   To get news and events and actions in a timely manner, please send your 

current email address to nownorthcarolina@gmail.com.  Stay up to date 

on NC NOW and local chapter news through email and facebook.   

   Join or rejoin NOW, and affiliate with the closest chapter to stay  

connected!  Membership form on page 6. 

Inspiring Documentary—The Vessel! 
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What’s been going on... 

Suffragette – what an inspiring,  
heart wrenching story! 

of campaigning peacefully and 
unsuccessfully for women's rights 
to vote in England, some militants 
moved to direct action.  Because 
peaceful wasn't working. 
 

NC NOW and NC4ERA were 
able to table at the screening at 

NC State University in Raleigh. Members brought information 
on the Equal Rights Amendment that women need for further 
protection and fairness under the law.  The event had 100s of 
people despite pouring rain outside.  Articles like “Why We 
Need the ERA” at eracoalition.com.  

Suffragette is completely relevant today as women continue to 
struggle against unfair treatment and pay.   

Women’s Equality Through Time-March and Rally 

Draws 100s!  Friday, August 28, in Durham 

It as a eauiful day, a d e had a passio ate, e e gei  
o d a d speake s. The i i g as g eat too – usi g the 

o asio  of Wo e ’s E uality Day to ele ate o e ’s p o-
g ess a d talki g a out hat o e  sill eed.  Ele ted oi-
ials, Du ha  City Cou il 
e e s, Du ha  Cou -

ty Co issio e s a d 
00 plus people a hed 

i  solida ity  i  suppo t of 
Wo e ’s Rights.   

Ou  e e t ega  at the 
Old Du ha  Cou thouse, 

he e NC NOW P eside t 
Gailya Paliga as the  

E ee. Speake s i luded 
Du ha  Pasto  Re . Ji ie 
Ray Ha ki s, Du ha  
Mayo  P o Te po e Co a 
Cole-M Fadde , Aud ey 
Mu k of NC NOW talki g 
o  o e ’s e uality a d 
ERA, Beth Dehgha  i t o-
du i g Ciies fo  CEDAW, 
a d Re . Mi helle La s of 
NC-NAACP talki g a out hy e a h.   

More people waited at Durham Central Park at the rally 
which began at 6:15pm. Secretary of State Elaine Marshall 
was our keynote speaker with a masterful speech “Don’t 
accept anything less than Equality and Justice for all!” 

E te tai e t i luded  you g da e s a d a Wo e ’s 
E uality Th ough Ti e skit p ese ted y NC NOW as i  pi -
tu e a o e.  You a  see ideos of the e e t a d ead so e 
spee hes o e ou  NC NOW e page posted Aug 0 . The 
e e t as put togethe  ith A io NC, NC NOW, Wo e NC 
NC ERA ith help f o  NCWU, NCWM, Mo s Risi g. 

The NC Legislature introduced and the Governor signed 
into law three bills interfering with choice - one interfering 
with safe and legal abortion, one pulling funds from 
Planned Parenthood (PP), and one interfering with sex ed-
ucation in our schools - House Bill 465 (HB465), House Bill 
297 (HB297) and Senate Bill 279 (SB279).  

House Bill 465 was discussed in many articles on the NC 
NOW site because of how outrageously bad it was. It start-
ed out with title "Clarify and Modify Certain Abortion Laws” 
to change the law such that only OB/Gynecologists could 
perform abortion in NC—which would have shut 

down the highly ranked OB-Gyn program at UNC-CH among 
other things!  It ended up terrible enough—tripling the wait-
ing period (to 72 hours from 24 hours), and imposed new 
tracking requirements in NC—so the state will be tracking 
women’s personal medical records (ultrasounds) and 
tracking physicians performing abortions, including track-
ing data the physicians use to make decisions on performing 
abortions!  Tracking starts 1/1/16. 

Months later, in the frenzy of bad bills after the NCGA final-
ly passed its extremely late budget in October, the Senate 
commandeered a useful bill that was to make child support 
payments more efficient and effective and used it to attack 
PP, cutting off all state funding for it.  SB279 basically un-
does the law requiring sex ed to be medically accurate. 

NC’s aNti-choice changes in 2015— 

via HB465, HB297, and SB279 

    

 

 

 

Women struggled for the right to vote in America but also in oth-
er countries. Suffragette is a 2015 British historical period dra-
ma about women’s struggle for the right to vote in England.    

The women's struggle went down a similar path - escalation 
brought attention and change.  It also showed how difficult life 
was for women - the protagonist was an orphan who grew up-
working in a laundry factory.  She married and had a young son, 
and she and her husband both worked at the factory. It showed 
few rights women had, how unfairly they were treated and paid.  

The Suffragette movement grew out of frustration. After years  

Governor McCrory signs bill targeting 

immigrants and poor people in October 

Governor McCrory signed the anti-immigrant House Bill 318 
(HB318) on 10/28/15.  McCrory never took the time to find out 
why this bill is callous and cruel.  He refused to speak with the 
many organizations and people who had rallied to get his atten-
tion across the street from the Governor’s Mansion for 4 
weeks—all of October.   

Taking away food stamps from certain vulnerable populations 
takes effect July 1, 2016.   

The anti-immigration parts took effect immediately, so a lot of 
police departments were scrambling to understand what the bill 
says and how to accommodate that.   

Because this bill is expected to cause so many problems, NC 
Justice Center announced a #HB318 hotline to receive reports 
about implementation probs with the new law: (919) 526-0676.  
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 NC NOW Conference focuses feminists power! 
Saturday, Oct 10, 2015, in Winston-Salem 

NC NOW’s all-day conference consisted of business agendas, food, fellowship and panel discussions based 
on this year’s theme “Focusing Women’s Power NOW”.  NC NOW holds state conferences to elect state offic-
ers, but also, to gather, educate and motivate NOW members and other feminists to do the work that we do.   

The theme is a call to action and a reminder that our actions do make a difference. We are focusing women’s 
power by doing education on issues + taking action = (to make) social change. We focus on changing bad 
laws, like the anti-choice changes introduced in 2015 (see pg 2), and encourage good moves, like expanding 
Medicaid.  We’re willing to educate and protest as needed!   

Two panels focused on the six core issues in North Carolina : Reproductive Rights; Economic Right (including 
pay equity); ending Violence Against Women; Racial Justice; Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender/Transsexual, Queer/Questioning, Asexual, Ally (LGBTQIAA) Rights; and Constitutional Equality 
through the Equal Rights Amendment. These panels were moderated by Triad NOW President Audrey Muck. 

The keynote speaker was U.S. Congresswoman Alma Adams, who spoke about 
how she got where she is now in her career and talked “sister to sister” to the audi-
ence. “It’s absolutely necessary that women are players at the tables, from the 
classroom, to the board rooms, from the state house, to the United States house, 
and in 2016, all the way to the White House,” said Adams.  Her keynote speech 
was titled “”Focusing Our Power: Poised to Regroup and Re-claim.”  

Dean Suzanne Reynolds, the first women to lead Wake Forest University’s School 
of Law, spoke on Violence Against Women.   

 

Official Photo for Rep. Adams 

NC Justice Center’s policy analyst Tazra Mitchell updated the group 
on economic security at the conference.  Shannah Sayers covered repro-
ductive rights.  NC NOW’s VP of Political Action, Robin Davis, summarized 
the legislative session, which she had been tracking in weekly legislative up-
dates. These legislative updates are emailed to NC NOW members. 

                           Photo Credit: News and Observer 
 

“It’s personally really critical to me that when we’re reaching out to women across the 
country, we’re talking about all American women of every generation,” said Mini  
Timmaraju, national women’s outreach director for the “Hillary for America” cam-
paign, when she spoke after the first plenary.  
 

Timmaraju pointed out Clinton’s experience of working for women, children and the 
middle class. The NOW Political Action Committee (PAC) had endorsed Hillary  
Clinton at the national conference in June 2015.   

Photo credit: Gailya Paliga 

Reporter Tori Haynesworth attended and covered the conference in 
“Statewide meeting focuses on ‘Women’s Power NOW’” for the 
“Winston-Salem Chronicle.”  She wrote about speakers and topics, and 
mentioned our focus on ERA.   

Our afternoon session included workshops on working with the media, 
helping good people get elected, and planning actions.   
 

Actress Arin Dickson did two dramatic performances, one from Vagina 
Monologues. 

See more on the conference including pictures as well as the confer-
ence program, which includes agenda, biographies and more in the 
Aug 30, 2015 post at the NC NOW website at www.northcarolinanow.org  Photo Credit: Marena Groll 



Three people were killed and 9 were wounded during a 5 hour gun battle at a Planned Parenthood Clinic 
in Colorado Springs on the day after Thanksgiving (11/27/15).  There were reports that the gunman had 
uttered “no more baby parts” during his arrest.  This is the 6th major attack on Planned Parenthood (PP) 
clinics since July 2015, following the release of a series of heavily edited videos from groups trying to set 
up PP using actors.  The 6 attacks have been reported on individually, but the trend of these attacks has 
been mostly ignored by the mainstream media, and law enforcement at a national level.  It is clear to 
many people and organizations that these attacks are acts of domestic terrorism, and should be investi-
gated by the Department of Justice (DOJ).   

The FBI defines the threat of domestic terrorism as “Americans attacking Americans based on U.S.-
based extremist ideologies” in “Domestic Terrorism In the Post-9/11 Era“. 

 

Since July of 2015, there have been SIX violent attacks Planned Parenthood clinics—including murder 
and arson. These attacks have Americans attacking Americans (and American organizations).  

 

Did you even hear of the first 4 attacks on Planned Parenthood clinics around the country?   

 “in July, employees at a clinic in the Chicago suburb of Aurora, Illinois, reported an attempted arson.” 

 “in August, firefighters found half a burning car at the construction site of a future clinic in New Orleans.” 

 “on Sept. 4, a clinic in Pullman, Washington, was set ablaze at 3:30 a.m.” 

 “on Sept. 30, someone broke a window at a Thousand Oaks, CA, clinic & threw a makeshift bomb inside.” 

 
Where was the coverage from the mainstream media?  Why didn’t the DOJ get involved? 

Note: Find links to articles about each attack in the blog post on this issue at www.northcarolinanow.org.  
The blog post is titled “False videos against PP inspire violence around the country – take action.” 

The videos defaming Planned Parenthood riled up a population.  Lawmakers continued the attacks—
launching investigations of PP and attempts to cut off more than $500 million in federal funding for PP. 
Presidential candidates are unfairly and in many cases untruthfully attacked PP (or endorsed video foot-
age that doesn’t exist) as well. 

Meanwhile, a basic truth is misunderstood by too many conservatives.  Hillary Clinton summed up the  
feelings of millions of women when she said this on CBS’s “Face the Nation.” 

“I am troubled by are the misleading, inaccurate allegations about them that we heard from Republi-
cans at their debate. This is really an attack on Planned Parenthood, which provides a lot of health  
services, from cancer screenings, to contraceptive services, to so many other of the needs women 
have. And to shut down the government, which some Republicans are advocating, over funding for 
Planned Parenthood, which takes care of millions of women’s health needs, is just the height of  
irresponsibility. “ 

That is another message that needs to be understood and communicated.  NOW President Terry O’Neill 
sums up the problem with the attacks on Planned Parenthood and on clinics in general in “Why the At-
tacks on Planned Parenthood Keep Failing,” 10/6/15,  

“Defunding Planned Parenthood would deprive millions of women of family planning services,  
including contraception, that they cannot access anywhere else. That means millions more unintended 
pregnancies. Which lead to higher rates of maternal and infant mortality. Which also lead to significant-
ly higher risks of domestic violence homicide. Politicians who want to take our country there are any-
thing but “pro-life.” 

Even when proven to be false, dangerous effects of these false videos may continue (eg attacks on clinics, 
staff and patients).  Best case is the continued attacks inspire more people in support of clinics & choice. 

False videos against PP inspire violence around the country – take action! 

By Gailya Paliga at www.northcarolinanow.org 
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January 22, 2016 will mark the 43rd anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, which 
said that women have the right to decide whether or not to carry a pregnancy to term. You have seen in  
local, statewide and national coverage how threatened abortion access is in NC.  North Carolina NOW 
is sponsoring a full page ad in support of reproductive rights for all women, regardless of economic status. 
This year’s ad will appear in Indy Week (Independent weekly newspaper) on Wed., January 20th, 2016. 
Signature ads are an effective way of showing the massive support here in North Carolina for a woman’s right 
to choose. Now is a critical time to stand up and show your support.  
Copies of the pro-choice signature ad along with a packet of information are personally delivered by members 
of NC NOW to all NC legislators at or near the beginning of each legislative session. The General Assembly 
needs to see strong support from North Carolinians, many of whom are pro-choice.  
Join us by adding your name to the signature ad -- and encourage your pro-choice friends to sign up, too!  We 
are asking for donations of $35 or more --minimum donation $15, or $5 for students -- to help defray cost of 
the ad. We also appreciate any additional donations to help those who may find any amount prohibitive. 
Your name or names is/are due by Mon., Jan. 11th, 2016, so please mail by Sat., Jan. 9th, or email  
president@raleighnow.org to make sure your name is included. The text below will appear, followed by 
names of all who have given permission. 

“We, the undersigned, support a woman’s right to safe, legal, and accessible birth control and abortion. 
We condemn the acts of violence and intimidation directed at women and their health care providers.  

We agree that these rights extend to all women regardless of economic status, and, as taxpayers, affirm 

our support of state funding for family planning services and funding for abortions for indigent women.” 

Outraged about attacks on abortion access and 

birth control in NC?  Sign on to support choice. 

Make all checks payable to NC NOW and mail to:  Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh NC  27611  

NC NOW Signature Ad Form 
 

 ______ YES, I want my name in the ad. Please print name below as it should appear. 
 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ______ I want to take this opportunity to join NOW and support CHOICE!  
 ______ No, I don’t want my name to appear, but I want to help. 
 

PLEASE PRINT: 
Name:___________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________ State:________ Zip:____________ 

Phone:________________________ E-mail:____________________________________ 

Credit Card: ____________________________________  Security Code:_____________ 

Circle type: M/C   Visa    Am Ex Expiration Date: __________________  

Enclosed is my donation: $100____ $75____ $50____ $35____ $20____  Other ______   

Total enclosed $________ 
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 
State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 

Sign up for pro-choice signature ad 

and find a Roe event near you! 


