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Welcome From the NC NOW President… 
 

Dear feminist, 

 

Welcome to the 2015 NC NOW State Conference. This is where we elect our state 

officers every year. Also, this is where NOW members and other feminists gather to get 

organized and motivated to do the work that we do.  That is work that we love to do! 

 

As you know, NC NOW is a grass roots organization with chapters around state. We are 

always trying to get attention to problems in NC - willing to rally or protest when 

necessary! Many NOW chapters were part of the 8 city tour protesting HB465, the bill 

tripling the abortion waiting period to 72 hours and having the Dept. of Health and Human 

Services track doctors.  It would have originally closed down the OB-GYN program at 

UNC-CH.  As another example, NC NOW helped organize a big, beautiful "Women's 

Equality Through Time" March and Rally in Durham in August.  You'll hear about what 

local chapters are doing on racism and sexism and misogyny during the conference. 

 

A lot of bad laws and bad policies have been forced on North Carolina again this year, and 

most of these hurt women.  NC NOW has been following them closely through our NC 

NOW Legislative Updates, as well as through news and conferences and educational 

conferences. NC’s leadership has been so extreme, and some of their bills and laws so 

terrible, that even normally complacent people are upset and willing to take action. Our 

theme, “Focusing Women's Power NOW!,” is a call to action!  Also a reminder that our 

actions do make a difference. 

 

We are honored to have Congresswoman Alma Adams as our keynote speaker.  Congress-

woman Adams always stands up for women.  She works on improving public education, 

providing affordable and quality health care, strengthening the middle class, protecting 

seniors, fighting for equal rights, and more.  She speaks for us, and today she speaks to 

us!  Dean Suzanne Reynolds, the first woman to lead Wake Forest University's School of 

Law will present on Violence Against Women.  Mini Timmaraju, Women's Outreach 

Director at Hillary for America, is talking about how women can make a difference. 

 

Meanwhile, isn’t it a joy to see so much focus on the Equal Rights Amendment!  A new 

book came out in January 2015, "Equal Means Equal, Why The Time For An Equal Rights 

Amendment is NOW!" by Jessica Neuwirth.  In North Carolina, bills were filed in the 

House and the Senate for the North Carolina General Assembly to adopt the Equal Rights 

Amendment to amend the United States Constitution.  NC NOW was part of the team 

pushing for these bills, and thank Senator Floyd McKissick in the Senate and "Fearless" 

Rep. Carla Cunningham in the House.   

 



I am proud to be NC NOW President, very grateful to the many feminists in North 

Carolina who work every day to protect the rights, and work to gain equality and better 

policies for women. 

 

With the War on Women raging on, this conference reinforces the point of how 

important it is to get as many feminist involved as possible.  Our main priority is to 

educate women on the issues and threats and get them to vote!  And pass the ERA so laws 

will have to consider women. 

 

We look forward to sharing an enjoyable and rewarding conference with you. 

   

Sincerely, 

 
President, NC NOW 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Agenda 

8:30 am  -  9:00 am  Registration and Credentialing 

 

9:00 am  – 10:00 am Opening Plenary  

 Site Logistics – Audrey Muck  

 Welcome - Gailya Paliga 

 Credentials Committee Report - Judy Lowe and Pam Wade 

 Bylaws changes   

 Feminists Can Elect The First Woman President! – Mini Timmaraju 

 Other business – Roberta Waddle and Gailya Paliga

 

10:00 am - 11:00 am First Panel of Speakers – Moderator Audrey Muck 

 Economic Security  - Tazra Mitchell  

 Reproductive Rights  -  Shoshannah Sayers  

 Violence Against Women  –  Dean Suzanne Reynolds  

 

11:00 am - 11:05 am Break, Silent Auction 

 

11:05 am - 11:15 am Wendy on the Rocks - Wendy Michener 

 

11:15 am - 12:15 pm Second Panel of Speakers – Moderator Audrey Muck 

 Racism - Roberta Waddle 

 LGBTQIAA – progress and issues – Molly McKinney or Arin Dickson 

 ERA – progress and issues - Marena Groll 

 

12:15 – 12:30 pm Break, Silent Auction  

 

12:30 – 1:30 pm Lunch/Keynote Speaker Congresswoman Alma Adams 

 12:30 pm - 12:45 pm Lunch and settle 

 12:45 pm – 12:50 pm Introduce Keynote – Gailya Paliga 

 12:50 pm –  1:20 pm "Focusing Our Power: Poised to Regroup and Re-claim" 

   1:20 pm -  1:30 pm Q&A 

 

1:30 pm – 1:45 pm Break, Silent Auction – Cindi McNulty 

 

1:45 pm – 2:15 pm Legislative Report – Robin Davis, Gailya Paliga introducing 

 

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm Artistic Presentation  

 Vagina Monologues - Arin Dickson 



 

2:30 pm - 3:10 pm NC NOW Election Candidate speeches and election – 

Roberta Waddle 

 

3:10 pm – 3:15 pm Break  

 

3:15 pm – 3:35 pm Working the Media - meeting the press and using social 

media - Audrey Muck/Ashley Nuzum 

 

3:35 pm – 3:55 pm Elections 101 - How to get good candidates elected - 

Roberta Waddle 

 

3:55 pm – 4:15 pm Planning for actions! How to plan marches, rallies, protests 

and how to lobby - Marena Groll 

 

4:15 pm – 4:35 pm Resolutions - Robin Davis 

 

4:35 pm - 5:00 pm Closing Plenary 

 Elections Committee Report - Wendy Michener and Marena Groll 

 Close - Gailya Paliga 

 

Please hand in your exit survey. 

 

Thanks for coming!  See you next year!!! 
 

  

 

 

Special thanks to Triad NOW 

for hosting the 2015 NC NOW 

Conference.  Audrey Muck, 

Cindi McNulty, and intern 

Grashia Connelly have been 

great partners in planning! 

 

 

     President, NC NOW                 
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Speaker Biographies   

 

* * * Keynote Speaker Congresswoman Alma S. Adams   * * * 

Dr. Alma S. Adams was elected to her first term representing the 12th 

Congressional District of North Carolina on November 12, 2014. After 

winning a special election, Congresswoman Adams was sworn in 

immediately as the 100th woman elected to Congress, the most in U.S. 

history. Representative Adams sits on the Committee on Education and 

the Workforce, the Agriculture Committee, the Small Business 

Committee, and the Joint Economic Committee. She is the Ranking 

member of the Small Business Subcommittee on Oversight. The 

Congresswoman is the founder of the first ever Congressional Bipartisan 

HBCU Caucus and she is part of the Women’s Caucus, Congressional 

Progressive Caucus, Diabetes Caucus, Congressional Black Caucus, Historic Preservation Caucus, 

AIDS/HIV Caucus, Hunger Caucus, Medicaid Expansion Caucus, and the Art Caucus. Adams also 

holds a leadership role in the Democratic Caucus as Vice President for the 114th Congress’ 

freshmen class and she serves as a Regional Whip for the Democratic Caucus. 

 

Throughout her career, Representative Adams has promoted quality education for all students, 

spearheading legislation to boost funds for Historically Black Colleges and Universities and 

provide nutritious breakfasts in schools, while supporting increased pay for teachers. For 40 

years, Dr. Adams taught Art History at Bennett College. While at Bennett, she led the effort 

to increase student civic participation. Dr. Adams coined the phrase “Bennett Belles are Voting 

Bells” and organized a yearly march to the polls. As a former educator, Rep. Adams has 

dedicated her career to improving the lives of young people and her community. 

 

In 1994, Representative Adams was appointed by her peers to serve in the North Carolina 

House District 26 seat. She went on to serve ten terms in the state House. During her tenure, 

she rose to become the chair of the North Carolina Legislative Black Caucus and was 

instrumental in passing legislation that improved the climate for quality affordable health care 

in the state. A working mother of two, Adams pioneered the Displaced Homemakers Bill and 

successfully spearheaded the state’s first minimum wage increase in nine years. 

 

Congresswoman Adams has one daughter, Linda Jeanelle Lindsay and one son Billy E. Adams II. 

Adams graduated from North Carolina A&T State University in 1968 and received her master’s 

degree in Art Education in 1972. She earned her Ph.D. in Art Education and Multicultural 

Education from The Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio in 1981. 



 

2015 NC NOW Conference Program      Focusing Women’s Power NOW!        Page 7 

Speaker Biographies, continued 
 

Robin Davis * * Vice President of Political Action, NC NOW * * 

Robin Davis is NC NOW's Vice President of Political Action and Legislation.  She is also 

a member of the North Carolina NOW PAC. Over the years she has held many elected 

and offices in NOW, including President of Raleigh NOW, President of NC NOW, Chair 

NOW’s Small States Presidents Caucus (then the largest of three state caucuses), 

National Board member (most recently in 2010 to complete the term of a regional board 

member who resigned), and Southeast Region Director. 

Davis has also served as a member of national NOW’s Political Action Committee (PAC) 

and the NOW Equality PAC. Robin served two terms on NOW's national PAC. She was 

one of the shouting supporters ejected from the gallery of the North Carolina state 

senate after the vote not to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)… and she hasn’t 

gotten over it. 

Davis writes the weekly Legislative Update for North Carolina NOW. 

Email: robindavis@aol.com 

 

Arin Dickson              * * * Member of Chapel Hill NOW * * * 
Arin Dickson is an actress.  Dickson has been performing since she was 13 years old.  

She has done three productions with Bare Theatre in the Triangle in the past year. 

She will be part of an upcoming production of Titus Andronicus in Durham.  This 

production features an all female cast and crew!  Dickson is proud to be representing 

and empowering women through her work. 

 

Dickson is originally from West Virginia, and is the mother of two.   

 

Email: arindickson@hotmail.com 
 

Marena Groll  ** Vice President of Durham NOW, Chair of NC4ERA, 

A Project of NC NOW, State Coordinator for MsPresentNOW in NC ** 
 

Marena Groll is a grassroots activist and community organizer in her native 

battleground state of North Carolina. She is a feminist speaker and writer, advocating 

for the passage of the Equal Rights Amendments (ERA) and protection of the 19th 

https://mail.google.com/mail/h/9li96fripqhg/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=robindavis@aol.com


 

2015 NC NOW Conference Program      Focusing Women’s Power NOW!        Page 8 

Amendment. She is one of the architects of the re-introduction of the ERA into the NC 

General Assembly in the 2015-2016 session.  

 

Groll holds an MA Ed in Educational Administration; Curriculum and Supervision. Groll has 

the vision and the planning skills to organize great events and shares that knowledge and 

know-how with others. 

 

website: www.nc4era.org 

facebook: www.facebook.com/MsPresidentNOWNC, www.facebook.com/NC4ERA 

email: info@nc4era.org, marena2@infionline.net 

 

Molly McKinney  * * President of Chapel Hill NOW * * 

Molly McKinney has a Master of Science in Public Health and a Graduate Certificate in 

Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.  Her research focuses on the intersection of 

women's health and the U.S. healthcare system.  She has a paper in “revise and 

resubmit” with the Journal of Positive Sexuality, and has presented five of her 

research papers at conferences around the U.S. since 2013, when she began writing in 

graduate school.  She now works for Duke University in Durham, NC, as a Clinical 

Research Coordinator.  She is also the President of the Chapel Hill Chapter for NOW) 

and still holds a license as a North Carolina Nationally Registered Paramedic. 

  

Sincerely,   Molly McKinney President, Chapel Hill National Organization for Women 

Master of Science in Public Health Graduate Certificate in Gender, Sexuality, and 

Women’s Studies NREMT-Paramedic 704-737-6354 

online: https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapelhillnow/, 

http://www.meetup.com/Chapel-Hill-National-Organization-for-Women/ 

email: mckinney.molly@yahoo.com 

 

Tazra Mitchell   * * Public Policy Analyst, NC Budget & Tax Center  * * 

Tazra Mitchell is a Policy Analyst at the NC Budget and Tax Center, a project of the NC 

Justice Center.  Her work includes analysis of poverty, income inequality, and state 

fiscal policy. Prior to joining BTC, she worked in the Office of State Representative 

Becky Carney and in the non-partisan Fiscal Research Division of the NC General 

Assembly where she worked directly with budget writers to analyze legislative 

proposals to determine the fiscal impact on state government resources. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapelhillnow/
http://www.meetup.com/Chapel-Hill-National-Organization-for-Women/


 

2015 NC NOW Conference Program      Focusing Women’s Power NOW!        Page 9 

Mitchell is also the 2nd Vice President of NC Women United, a coalition of progressive 

organizations committed to achieving full equality and empowerment for 

women. Mitchell is also a member of NC NOW.  

Mitchell holds a Master of Public Policy from the Sanford School of Public Policy at 

Duke University and a bachelor’s degree from North Carolina State University. 

Website: www.ncjustice.org 

Email: tazra@ncjustice.org 

 

Audrey Muck    * * President, Triad NOW * * 

Audrey Muck is an audio/video producer, writer and editor. The majority of her career 

was spent in public broadcasting in the Carolinas – from radio reporter, host and news 

director to television writer and producer. She served as a public relations specialist 

for academic and administrative departments at Wake Forest University. She provided 

AV support for the Buckley School of Public Speaking in South Carolina, taught web 

design at Forsyth Tech, and launched two companies providing multimedia and online 

marketing solutions for small businesses. She hopes to finish her documentary about 

South Carolina women’s rights activists, Brazen Belles!, by next summer. Audrey plays 

bass and flute in OverReaction Jackson, along with her husband, Eric, who is also the 

chef preparing lunch for the conference today. 

Website: www.triadnow.org/ 

Email:  president@triadnow.org, fanninmm@gmail.com 

 

Ashley Nuzum     * * Member, Chapel Hill NOW * * 
 

Ashley Nuzum is a newer member to NC NOW, joining in April of this year with the 

recently revived Chapel Hill chapter.  Nuzum is a Client Development Manager at a 

software company in the Triangle called PrecisionLender, which offers a risk-based 

approach to commercial lending in banks. She began there in January as a Marketing 

Specialist helping with efforts in various parts of the sales funnels from social  

media campaigns, to handling the website and coordinating participation for the various 

banking conference they attend around the country.  

 

Nuzum graduated in May of 2014 from the University of North Carolina in Chapel 

Hill with a Bachelor's Degree focusing in Interpersonal and Organizational 

Communication.  

Email:  nuzumashley@gmail.com 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncjustice.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGwhKyQHwT43graBAMTVLM7dZUkwQ
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/x2bmkbmoofuk/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=tazra@ncjustice.org
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncjustice.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGwhKyQHwT43graBAMTVLM7dZUkwQ
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/x2bmkbmoofuk/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=tazra@ncjustice.org
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Gailya Paliga      * * President, NC NOW * * 
Gailya Paliga has been president of NC NOW since November 2009.  She has served on 

the NC NOW Board of Directors and the NC NOW PAC for many years, while being 

president of Raleigh NOW too.  In 2007, she became the NC NOW Administrative 

Officer and joined the NC Women United (NCWU) Board of Directors.  Paliga is past 

Policy Council Chair for NCWU.  Her enthusiasm for involving the NC chapters in 

statewide events and organizing local events adds strength to NOW’s presence in this 

area.  Paliga works pro-actively with other organizations and progressive groups to 

share NOW’s views on issues, to promote better understanding of local issues to help 

public events achieve maximum impact.   

 

Paliga has a B.S. in Computer Science, and an English as a Second Language Teaching 

Certificate. She loves to learn and teach languages.   

 

Website: www.northcarolinanow.org, northcarolinanow.wordpress.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NC-NOW-National-Organization-for-Women-

180024368705304, www.facebook.com/ RaleighNow 

Email: nownorthcarolina@gmail.com, president@raleighnow.org, gailya@nc.rr.com 

 

Dean Suzanne Reynolds 

Suzanne Reynolds (JD ’77) became Dean of the Wake Forest University School of Law on July 

1, 2015. Dean Reynolds, who joined the Wake Forest Law faculty in 1981, is the first woman to 

lead the law school. 

 

Known nationally for her expertise in family law, she authored a three-volume treatise on 

family law that has become the authoritative source for the state’s law students, lawyers and 

judges. Committed to public service, she co-founded a domestic violence program at the law 

school that received national recognition by the American Bar Association for providing legal 

assistance to the poor. 

 

Dean Reynolds served as an administrator of professional and judicial organizations dedicated 

to the prevention of domestic violence and the advancement of women in the legal profession, 

including the Advisory Board for the Task Force on Domestic Violence for the NC 

Administrative Office of Courts and the board of directors of the Children’s Law Center of 

North Carolina. In 2010 she was appointed by then-Governor Beverly Perdue to the state’s 

Uniform Law Commission. She was recently principal drafter for ULC legislation urging U.S. 

law enforcement and courts to recognize Canadian domestic violence protection orders. 

  

mailto:gailya@nc.rr.com
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She has worked with Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, with whom she taught a 

course in comparative constitutional law in 2008 as part of a Wake Forest program, Law in 

Venice. She served as an administrator of professional and judicial organizations dedicated to 

the prevention of domestic violence and the advancement of women in the legal profession 

including the Advisory Board for the Task Force on Domestic Violence for the NC 

Administrative Office of Courts and the board of directors of the Children’s Law Center of 

North Carolina. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Meredith College, a master’s degree from 

UNC-Chapel Hill, and a law degree from Wake Forest.  

 

website: http://law.wfu.edu/faculty/profile/reynols/ 

email: reynols@wfu.edu 

 

Shoshannah Sayers  
Shoshannah Sayers is a social justice attorney with a passion for reproductive justice. 

Sayers received her law degree fro UNC Chapel Hill, where she was the President of 

the Feminist Action Initiative. From her college job working at a Planned Parenthood 

clinic to her current role as a founding board member of Reproductive Justice North 

Carolina, Sayers believes in making space for every voice at the table and ensuring that 

everyone has access to comprehensive reproductive healthcare.  

 

During the spring of 2015, while serving as Interim Executive Director for NARAL Pro-

Choice North Carolina, Sayers coordinated statewide campaigns opposing the egregious 

rollbacks to women's reproductive choice. She now works to bring more women of color, 

Trans* people, and other marginalized groups to the table to create a more inclusive 

reproductive rights movement. 

 

website: www.rjnc.org 

email: shannah7711@outlook.com 

 

Mini Timmaraju * * Director,Women’s Outreach for Hillary for America * * 
 

Prior to this role, Mini Timmaraju served in senior roles with Planned Parenthood, the 

US House of Representatives, and the National Council of Asian Pacific Americans. 

 

Mini received her Bachelor's degree at the University of California-Berkeley and 

completed her J.D. at the University of Houston Law Center where she was the 

recipient of the Joan Garfinkle Glantz award for outstanding work in the field of civil 

rights and the Class of 1999 Distinguished Service Award. Over her 20-year career she 

has held numerous senior positions with state and local political and advocacy campaigns 

and organizations. 

mailto:reynols@wfu.edu
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/bi30p92jx30c/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=shannah7711@outlook.com
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Her hobbies and interests include cooking, travel, karaoke and the study and 

performance of Hindustani classical music. 

 

email: mtimmaraju@hillaryclinton.com 

 

Roberta Waddle  * * * Treasurer of NC NOW * * * 

Roberta Waddle joined NOW in 1979 to work on the Equal Rights Amendment and was 

part of the ERA Countdown Campaign Staff in NC.  She has served NOW as Chapter 

President, State President and National Board member, and is presently Treasurer for 

NC NOW.  Roberta has chaired the Cumberland County Board of Adjustments and the 

Cumberland County Democratic Party. 

Waddle has written candidate questionnaires, conducted candidate interviews and 

evaluated candidates for endorsement.  She has knocked on doors, stuffed envelopes, 

conducted phone banks, and served on candidate advisory committees. Roberta has been 

a candidate for office, raised money and prepared treasurer’s reports for the Board of 

Elections.  She has registered voters, and shuttled them to vote.  She has helped elect 

candidates and then lobbied them to support issues. 

Roberta has a B.S. in Biology Education from Northeast Missouri State University (now 

Truman State), an M.S. in Botany from Iowa State University, and an Associate degree 

in Electronic Data Processing from Fayetteville Technical Community College.  She 

taught biology and botany at Fayetteville State part-time from 1973 to 1979.  Roberta 

worked for over 20 years for a small technology company that developed and installed 

computer systems in medical offices.  She is currently retired. 

Roberta Waddle has been married for 50 years to Floyd and they have two adult 

daughters and one grandson.   

email: rwaddle@nc.rr.com 
 

Pam Wade  * * * First Vice President, Fayetteville NOW * * *      
 

Pam Wade is the First Vice-President of the Fayetteville Chapter of NOW.  She also 

serves as the First Vice-President of Democratic Women of Cumberland County and 

Third Vice-President of the Cumberland County Senior Democrats.  She is currently 

serving on the Fayetteville Senior Citizens Advisory Board.  Pam is also a member of the 

NC-NAACP where she serves on the Political Action Committee.  She has served as 

secretary of the Cumberland County Democratic Party and President of the Cumberland 

County Friends of the Library.  Pam was a Civil Service employee of 27 years as an 
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Education Specialist who retired in 2011. Pam Wade has 2 grown children and 4 

granddaughters.

Email: wadepj123@gmail.com 

 

2015 NOW Conference Committees 
 The Nominating Committee - Roberta Waddle and Judy Lowe  

 The Elections Committee   - Wendy Michener and Marena Groll 

 The Resolutions Committee - Robin Davis  

 The Registration & Credentialing Committee - Judy Lowe, Pam Wade 

 The Conference Committee – Wendy Michener (chair), Molly McKinney, 

Audrey Muck,  Rachel Goldstein, Cindi McNulty, Roberta Waddle, 

Marena Groll, and Gailya Paliga. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wadepj123@gmail.com
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The National Organization for Women’s (NOW) purpose is to take action 

to bring women into full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all 

privileges and responsibilities there of in truly equal partnership with men. This purpose includes, 

but is not limited to, equal rights and responsibilities in all aspects of citizenship, public service, 

employment, education, and family life, and it includes freedom from discrimination because of 

race, ethnic origin, age, marital status, sexual preference/orientation, or parenthood. 

Website: www.northcarolinanow.org, northcarolinanow.wordpress.com 

 

National Organization for Women 
 

http://www.prochoicenorthcarolina.org/

