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Thank You! And far more importantly, thank you for being here and putting your beliefs 

into action today!

Around a hundred and fifty years ago Susan B. Anthony founded the American Equal 

Rights Association. 

She and her supporters even published their own newspaper for the movement and at the 

top of every edition there was a masthead that read;

“Men their rights, and nothing more; women, their rights and nothing less, justice 

for all.”

At first, the powers-that-be laughed. As she picked up more support for equal rights for 

women—including getting the right to vote—they stopped laughing.

Instead they tried demonizing and even arresting her. Once a judge at her trial even told 

the jury they had to convict her.

But she kept going. 

She spent decades building up enough support to make it impossible to keep throwing her

out of the public debate on empowerment for women.

She died before the Nineteenth Amendment passed in 1920 guaranteeing us the right to 

vote. But at the time, it was called the “Susan B. Anthony Amendment.”

She would be proud to see how far we have marched since her day towards equality. But

—she would also be infuriated to see women are still paid far less than men for doing the exact 

same jobs.

In fact, about 22 cents less on every dollar—so says our very own federal government 

Department of Labor.

She would be infuriated to see women still hold so very few seats of political power in 

this country. Especially since women make up the majority of the population in the United 

States.

I know, were she here today, Susan B. Anthony would be marching with us—not as 

someone taking a victory lap for having gotten women the vote and not just to celebrate a 

hundred years of progress.

No, she would be here today to protest the continuing inequality we experience!
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Another great woman who I know would be right here along side us today is North 

Carolina’s own Lillian Exum Clement.

Lillian was a truly brave soul. I consider her to be the Mother of North Carolina Women 

in Politics.

She became a lawyer in an era where that was unheard of—and therefore a personal 

inspiration to me. 

She also became North Carolina’s first female legislator in a time when women were not 

even supposed to be seen on the floor of the General Assembly.

Her guiding saying was a simple one: “You have to start a thing,” she would tell people. 

You see, she knew she would not live to experience anything close to real equality in her 

own life.

She knew she was just ‘starting a thing’ that would grow—and she did that for us here 

today.

We are her daughters in many ways:

 She pushed for the right for women to vote  in North Carolina, 

 She pushed for private voting booths in all polling places—something now taken for 

granted in this country—so that women could vote without men around them seeing how 

they voted…you understand why she did that? 

Think about that the next time you vote without anyone being able to see whose name 

you marked!

 She also pushed for better and more fair divorce laws in North Carolina. 

Those women are heroes to me. But why did I become more political? 

I grew up on my family’s farm in a place far more rural than most modern people today 

can really envision.

As I became more of my own person, I went off to college and then moved to a small 

town.

During that entire time, I began to see there were more and more needs in our society—

even in the little town where I lived!—than people wanted to discuss.

And when you boiled it all down—a whole lot of those needs revolved around the 

second-class way women were treated.

I grew frustrated with the lack of interest in what I saw as a bigger and bigger societal 

problem. 



You see I had a “double whammy” as a rural woman: 

I came from a place no one ever heard of, and, I came from the gender that no one ever listened 

to.  

At least not in the halls of power. And I got tired of it. That’s why I became political.

True, we have come far since I first started dipping my toes into politics and public policy 

issues.

But have women today reached equal status in this society? No. 

Do women today experience a fair and even playing field in matters of wages, health care, business and

political voice? No. 

No on all counts. Things are better—and celebrate that. But they are not equal—and don’t settle for 

that.

Women make up half of the workforce in the United States. We are also the majority of American 

voters. 

So why does our voice on the issues of the day remain the minority voice?

Look, you may not care about politics personally. 

But, I’ve been in politics for a while now, and here is something I have learned: It all carries 

over. It all matters.

Inequality is like rust. If you let it stay and don’t rub it out in one area, it will spread to other 

areas.

And politics is absolutely the one area where women need to apply more elbow grease and scrub out 

that lingering rust of inequality.

You and I deserve to live in a society where talent, regardless of gender, is recognized and fairly 

rewarded.

This is what we want for our own lives. It is certainly what we want for our daughters and the women 

following us into business and public life as well.

We also want that for all our male friends around us because a rising tide lifts all boats! Right? Sure!

The best way to help the American economy is for our society to do everything it can to help women 

prosper in our private and public sectors!

No one loses when you have equality.

How do we reach this greater level of equality? 

 We use our Constitutional right to assemble—as we are doing today.

 We use our Constitutional right to free speech—as we are doing today!
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 And we use our Constitutional right to vote—which we as women have had for less than 100 

years in this nation—and we make sure our votes translate into improving our society.

I can only dream of how many stalemates and loggerheads we could break apart in this nation’s politics 

if we had more viewpoints and more problem-solving skills at the table. 

I don’t care what political party you are. I don’t care what specific issues drive you.

To see the society you want, first we must have more women at the table. 

For example, when you talk about seats at the table in North Carolina, you must talk about the 170 

people who make up the North Carolina General Assembly.

They control the direction of this Great State more than whoever is Governor, more than whoever is in 

any other political office.

Our whole North Carolina system of governance is built so that the majority of this State’s power 

resides in the NC General Assembly. 

How are women doing there? And I include women of both political parties:

o 26 of the 120 State House members are female. Around 22 percent. That is an 

even lower number of State House members being women than we had years ago.

o 12 of the 50 State Senate members are female. That equals 24 percent. Those are 

terrible numbers! 

This is the 21st Century!

And yet, our State’s most powerful political institution is heavily male dominated in terms of both 

numbers and in its leadership.

Neither of our legislative chambers in North Carolina is even one-quarter female!

Does it matter? Yes!

 When male lawmakers have more women working next to them, things will get better for all 

women.

 When the media has to cover more women in public life—in a serious way—things will get 

better for all women.

 When young boys and girls grow up in a society where they see women working in positions of 

power, things will get better for everyone.

So, in 2016 and beyond, use the power to speak out and to vote that Susan B. Anthony and Lillian 

Exum Clement and millions of other women have sent through history to reach you today.

Vote, turn your votes into your voice, and don’t accept anything less than Equality and Justice for all!

Thank you!


