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CALENDAR 

 June 3-Standing Sentinels/NCGA 

 June 10-Women’s Rights Rally 
with women’s groups 

 June 15 —NC NOW Board meet-
ing at NC NOW office, 10am 

 June 19-21—National NOW Con-
ference in New Orleans 

 June 23 —Cities for CEDAW 
meeting in Raleigh, 6:30pm 

 July 25—Bennett IV conference 
at Bennett College in Greens- 

boro—look for ERA presentation 
by NC NOW, NC4ERA and  
Ratify ERA NC. 

 Aug 28—Women’s Equality 
Through Time—March and Rally 
in Durham 

 Oct 10—Women Leading NOW 
NC NOW state conference in 
Winston-Salem, 9-4. 

********************************************
Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—second Sundays in 
the afternoon, 2pm 

Chapel Hill NOW—first Tuesdays at 
7pm 

Charlotte NOW—second Mondays 

Durham NOW—7pm, the second 
Tuesday of each month. 
Fayetteville NOW—7pm, second 
Wednesday of each Month, Quaker 
House on Hillside Ave. 
Raleigh NOW—7:15pm, the first Tues-
day of each month, 2912 Highwoods 
Blvd, in the breakroom. 
Triad NOW—first Tuesdays, changing  
sites around Triad each time 

NC women are FIRED UP and ready to rally!  We have designed a women 
led, women run women’s march and rally in honor and recognition of Wom-
en’s Equality Day.  Join us and we’ll talk about what women’s equality day 
means, how far we’ve come, and what we’re still working for! 
 
Current plans for 2015 (subject to 
change) are to meet and collect at 
‘the Bull’ in Durham (4:30-5:15).  
From there, we’ll march a few 
blocks over to the Farmer’s Market.  
At the Farmer’s Market, we’ll have 
speeches, but also skits and other    
entertainment—learning or                  
reviewing women’s history in NC 
in a very entertaining way! 
 
We encourage people to dress in 
styles from the 1950s, 1960s, 
1970s,  1980s, 1990s, 2000s, and today!  We’ll have more details out soon. 
 
This picture was taken at Fayetteville NOW’s Vintage Women’s Suffrage 
March commemorating Women’s Equality Day in 2011. 

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                           What a busy and crazy few months it’s been try-  

                 ing to keep up with the NC General Assembly.   

                     Even following the anti-abortion bill, HB465, has 

been difficult, as it changed significantly more than once. There were many 

protests against it around the state, from Medical Students in ‘the Pit’ at 
UNC-CH to an 8 city tour in which NC NOW participated—see listing on pg 2.   

   To get news and events and actions in a timely manner, please send your 

current email address to nownorthcarolina@gmail.com.  We can keep you up 

to date on NC NOW and local chapter news through email and facebook.   

NC NOW emails weekly legislative updates during the legislative session as 

well.  See our summary of the summaries of the 2 most recent ones on pg 4.  

   NC NOW continues vigils and protests to move the ERA bills along.  SB184 

could still cross back to the House, any time during the long or short session.  

   We are working on a fun and exciting Equality Day march (page 1) and 

please save the date for our state conference in Winston-Salem on Oct 10. 

   On the federal level, Attorney General Loretta Lynch has been approved!  

More groups are speaking out against TPP (pg 2) and for MJIA (pg 3).  And 

after the treatment of the teenager by a policeman in McKinney TX, black 

women and girls may no longer be invisible in police violence cases (pg 5). 

Women’s Equality Through Time—1950s-present 
Friday, August 28, in Durham 

Photo Credit: Fayetteville Observer 
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Majority),  civil rights (ACLU), environmental groups (Sierra 
Club), doctor’s groups concerned with keeping medicine af-
fordable (Doctors Without Borders). 
 

Here's another point of concern. According to the New Yorker 
article, "With the fast-track authority that President Obama 
seeks, he would be able to negotiate trade agreements and pre-
sent them to Congress for an up-or-down vote, with no 
amendments or filibusters permitted. Such agreements would 
then require only fifty-one votes, not sixty, to pass." 
 

TPP is bad for women and families and workers.  Corpora-
tions already have too much in their favor. 

What’s been going on... 

8 City Tour Protesting HB465, the bill tripling 

the abortion waiting period, tracking Doctors 

In the end, some terri-
ble aspects of HB465 
were removed, but it’s 
still pretty heinous.  
HB465 triples the wait 
time before a woman 
is allowed to have an 
abortion to at least 72 
hours (it may be long-

er than that depending on the clinic and the woman’s sched-
ules). HB465 forces doctors to send ultrasounds and more 
to DHHS! Also, HB465 has DHHS track doctors.       
 

Photo Credits for tour pix: Hannah Osborne 

  
 

An 8 city tour was set up to get the word to different com-
munities about how terrible House Bill 465, an anti-
abortion bill, was.  NC NOW and local chapters were in-

volved in many cities, including 
Fayetteville (pictured in right 
column with Roberta Waddle 
speaking) and in Raleigh with 
NC NOW President Gailya 
Paliga speaking (to left). 

Silent Sentinels ERA Vigils— 

                                            4/14/15, 4/21/15 and 6/3/15 

NC NOW and NC4ERA held 2 vigils in April, the second 
one directly after Women’s Advocacy Day on 4/21/15.  
These vigils got great press coverage, especially the first two, 
which were in front of the offices of the chair and vice-chair 
of the House Judiciary committee 
that was holding up HB166, Rep. 
Carla Cunningham’s bill.  After 
crossover , we switched focus to 
Senate Bill 184, because it can still 
cross back over to the House. 

2015 Signature Ad Packets delivered 

AP article “Push for gender-equity amendment returns to North 

Carolina” has been  published so far in a number of newspapers.  

“[U]nequal pay persists even with laws on the books, pregnant 
women can get treated unfairly at work and civil claims of gender-

based violence have been limited. ERA would make gender bias 

claims subject to the same high constitutional scrutiny as race 

bias claims receive,” said Marena Groll, coordinator of NC4ERA. 
“The ratification effort has been revived in North Carolina as Re-
publicans took over the General Assembly. GOP lawmakers have 

passed laws on abortion, taxes and education that” hurt women. 
“They are absolutely ignorant about the implications of what 
they’re doing as it relates to women and their impact on 
women and families,” Pat Orrange, 71, of Raleigh, said outside 

the office of Rep. Leo Daughtry, the committee chairman. 
 

Photo credit: Paul Woolverton, Fayetteville Observer. 

NC NOW delivered copies of our pro-choice signature ad 
with NC NOW’s view on reproductive rights and related 
issues to every NC Senator and Representative in the NC 
House.  NC NOW does a pro-choice signature ad every 
year to commemorate the Roe v . Wade anniversary.  The 
ad runs in the Indy Weekly, and includes columns of names 
of pro-choice men and women in North Carolina.  
 

This year, the ad packet included the ad, NC NOW’s letter 
with specific points against HB465, the anti-abortion bill, &  

against HB847, “Parental 
Rights and Medical Treat-
ment of Minors.”  We in-
cluded an op-ed written 
by two doctors, explaining 
the extensive problems 

with HB465 in the April timeframe (when would have shut 
down the OB-GYN program at UNC-CH, for example), and 
an explanation from NC Pediatric Society and other medi-
cal groups on what the elimination of minor consent would 
mean for minors. These are available on ncnow’s webpage.  

TPP Hurts Women and Workers and more 

As the New Yorker Magazine asks in its 6/11/15 article - Why 
Does [President] Obama Want this TPP Trade Deal So Badly? 
 

Almost 600 corporations and 12 countries have worked out 
the TPP trade agreement in secret, but the parts that have 
leaked to the media show TPP is terrible for workers, commu-
nities, and the environment. 
 

A broad coalition of groups are fighting TPP, including 
labor (AFL-CIO & CWA), women’s groups (NOW, Feminist  
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 NOW MeMber’s First MOral MONday experieNce  

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2015/06/13/now-members-first-moral-monday-experience/ 

When I was in my 20s I never got involved in anything political. Oh, I voted all right, after all that’s the least I 
could do, but that was essentially the extent of my standing up and being counted. 

Since then my views have changed. Excuse me? Did I just say “changed”? Let me put it another way. My views 
were pushed off their pedestal, stomped on, and kicked to the curb. And when I got 
to my feet I knew I would be forever altered. 

There are a lot of good people in our government who are trying to do the best they 
can to return our state to the beacon of light it was such a short time ago. Other 
states envied us then, but our legislators forced a dangerous shift while attempting to 
balance budgets that were more “what’s in it for me” than “how can I best serve this 
state.” The more you keep marginalizing people – the more individuals are going to 
stand up for what’s right. They’re going to stand up and be counted. 

The Women’s Moral Monday on Wednesday on June 10, 2015 was my introduction 
to standing up and being counted. And like so many who experienced the heart of 
the rally, I knew that what was taking place, although not unique, was reaching down 
and pulling out my sense of right, my values, and my pride. 

                                                  Photo credit: C. Evangelista 

I heard the chants and added my voice to the chorus of 
attendees. With each chant the volume increased as if 
the participants were saying “can you hear me now!” 
Can you feel our determination that we are not going to 
be silent? Our chants contributed with the speakers and 
the slogans on our signs. 

Photo Credit: Kevin A. Smith 

Note: one sign says “ERA NOW! I’m tired of being patient! 

We’re not done yet. Not by a long shot. We need more people to attend the many protests on the many issues 
that affect women and all citizens in NC. Your voice, no matter how soft, when added to others will become a 
shout that the General Assembly and Governor will have to hear. We need you. 

- Rachel Goldstein, Durham 

According to an action from National NOW (via email), “While Congress has passed some improvements, women  
and men in the military are still experiencing sexual assault and finding little recourse or confidence in the military jus-
tice system. Cover-ups and retaliation are still high, and victims still do not report this crime fearing that little will be 
done to the perpetrator and that their careers will be over. “ 
 

In addition, “62% of female sexual assault victims who reported their assaults experi-
enced retaliation,” according to the Pentagon.  This rate is unchanged over the last two 
years.  Senator Kirsten Gillibrand’s MJIA will help change it! 
 

Write NC’s US Senators Thom Tillis and Richard Burr - and ask them to vote for MJIA.  
It is based on legislation Gillibrand introduced in 2013, but there are added improve-
ments to address retaliation and obstruction of justice.  See the action alert on the NC 
NOW website at https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2015/06/13/action-alert-
senate-mjia-vote-on-tuesday-contact-sen-tillis-asap/ 

Military Justice Improvement Act (MJIA) and the fight against the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP): National Issues need our help! 



These are the June 13 and June 6 Legislative Updates. All updates include a list of bills that NC NOW is track-
ing. Here is a summary of the summary ;-) 

 
In the June 13 legislative update we talk about the House override of Gover-
nor McCrory's veto of SB2 - you should read how it was done.  You can also 
read about the Senate's harmful tax changes to House Bill 117, supposed to 
be an economic development bill. However, the Senate gutted the original 
the bill in June and changed it so “[t]he proposal would hand out more 
costly tax cuts to large, profitable corporations, lower the personal income 
tax for the third time, and slightly expand the sales tax to more services—
all at the expense of everyday North Carolinians. ”  This is covered in NC 
Justice Center's Tazra Mitchell article "The Senate Tax Plan would Double 
Down on Further Tax Cuts, Hold Back Reinvestment," which you can read 
at http://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2015/06/12/senate-tax-plan-would-
double-down-on-further-tax-cuts-hold-back-reinvestment/  

North Carolina is already suffering, as NCJC’s Cedric Johnson explained in his article on HB117, "Senate tax 
plan would continue down a path to nowhere" at http://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2015/06/11/senate-tax-
plan-would-continue-down-a-path-to-nowhere/ 

“The proposed tax plan does nothing about persistent stagnant wages, an uneven economic recovery in 
which all gains are going to the wealthiest North Carolinians, and the lack of economic and job growth in 
many parts of the state. Senate leaders would pay for only a portion of the income tax cuts by having North 
Carolinians pay more in sales taxes, which hit people making relatively low incomes the hardest. And the 
state would continue to walk away from its responsibility to make much-needed investments in our public 
schools, public colleges and universities, repair the state’s eroding infrastructure, and other building blocks 
of a strong economy. “ 

The Jun 6 legislative update tries to keep up with a crazy week in which Governor McCrory vetoed 2 bad bills 
- SB 2 (religious discrimination of couples who want to marry) and HB405 (an "ag-gag" bill that was expand-
ed to all businesses and allows employers to sue whistleblowers even if exposing illegal activities). 

On the other hand, it was during the Jun 6 week that anti-abortion bill HB465 (which had been changed by 
the Senate) moved like a greased pig through both chambers.  It went through the Senate on Monday, Jun 1, 
then the House on Wednesday, Jun 3. Governor McCrory promised to sign it, despite campaign promises to 
the contrary. McCrory did so on Friday, 6/5/15, betraying women once again. The anti-abortion bill still  
 Triples an already unnecessary waiting period  
 Tracks doctors who perform abortions  
 Forces doctors to send women’s medical records including ultrasounds to the state.   

 
NC NOW's President Gailya Paliga was at joint press conference in front of the Legislative Building on Jun 
4th with Senator Terry Van Duyn and Doctor Matthew Zerden talking about HB465 effects on women, doc-
tors and patients. This press conference directly followed one Governor McCrory held inside. Senator Van 
Duyn also managed to get an amendment accepted to HB465 to prevent the Senate from making it illegal for 
general practitioners to do abortion.  Read about the outrage over McCrory signing HB465, and problems 
with the bill at http://chapelboro.com/news/state-government/mccrory-blasted-for-another-flip-on-
abortion-rights/ and at http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article23111166.html.  
 
If you are a NOW member, and you aren’t getting the legislative updates via email,  
contact president@raleighnow.org, and she will get you on the list. 

NC NOW's 18th and 19th legislative updates are available for members 
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http://chapelboro.com/news/state-government/mccrory-blasted-for-another-flip-on-abortion-rights/
http://chapelboro.com/news/state-government/mccrory-blasted-for-another-flip-on-abortion-rights/
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article23111166.html


 

Cities for CEDAW in NC—2nd meeting on Jun 23, 2015 
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McKinney, TX police officer Eric Casebolt’s violent attack on Dajerria Becton, a 15-year-old African American girl at 
a neighborhood pool party, which was captured on video, went immediately viral the first weekend in June, 2015. 

There is little data on police violence toward African American women and girls, which, according to the African 
American Policy Forum (AAPF) “There is a paucity of data in cases of police violence against Black women, which 
perpetuates the myth that they are not impacted by this problem.”  Yet we know that 12 African American women 
were reported killed by police in 2014, and this is only what is currently known. There has been no systematic col-
lection of these data. 

AAPF, under the leadership of its Director and Founder Kimberlé Crenshaw, a well-recognized UCLA and Colum-
bia University Professor who developed the theory of intersectionality, has created a Black Women Police Violence 
Database, to which it is inviting the public to add their stories. Crenshaw and the AAPF released a report last 
month called “#SayHerName: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black Women.” The report highlights stories of 
Black women who have been killed by police, and studies forms of police brutality, such as sexual assault, that are 
often disproportionately experienced by women. 

By Tuesday, after of the publicity caused by the video, which was viewed more than 6 million times over the week-
end, Casebolt resigned. The McKinney Police Chief Greg Conley called Casebolt’s behavior “indefensible” and 
“out of control.” In a statement, Conley said, “Our policies, our training, our practice do not support his actions.” No 
decision has been made if Casebolt will be prosecuted. 

“Ex-officer Casebolt must face legal action for his violent, reckless action against Becton. Until more police officers 
are held accountable, this out of control violent behavior disproportionately against African Americans - women and 
girls as well as boys and men – will continue,” said Eleanor Smeal, President of the Feminist Majority Foundation.  

Black girls and women are no longer invisible in police violence cases, 
Excerpts from  

http://feminist.org/blog/index.php/2015/06/10/black-girls-and-women-no-longer-invisible-in-police-violence-cases/ 

Cities for CEDAW, The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, is a campaign to 
implement a CEDAW ordinance in 100 or more cities at the municipal level by 2016. The  
CEDAW treaty takes American values of equality and women's rights and makes them global norms.  

“Of the 194 U.N. member nations, 187 countries have ratified CEDAW. The United States is among seven countries that 
have not -- along with the Pacific island nations of Tonga and Palua; Iran, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan -- not the 
first countries that come to mind when discussing women's rights,” according to CNN report “US Drops The Ball on 
Women’s Rights.” 

It’s past time for CEDAW—and introducing this in cities will spread the word about what CEDAW is and does!   

A coalition of groups is bringing this to North Carolina!  The groups include Women NC, NC NOW, UNA-Wake North 

Carolina Chapter of UN Women, NCWU, elected officials of NC, and concerned individuals from the first NC Cities for 

Cedaw coalition meeting.  On Jun 23, we will work together to see which cities may be ready to adopt CEDAW. 

 

The NC coalition for the Convention to End All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) supports the national 

coalition working to end all forms of discrimination against women including domestic violence, workplace discrimina-

tion, unequal access to healthcare and education, and sexual violence in NC cities and counties. 

 

Please contact president@raleighnow.org if you are interested in bringing CEDAW to your city! 
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 
State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 


