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CALENDAR 

• April 14, NC-NAACP Legislative 

Day, 9am-2pm.  NC NOW and 

NC4ERA spoke about ERA. 

• April 14, 2pm, Silent Sentinels 

vigil to encourage the Judiciary 1 

chair to move H166 out. 

• April 16, 10am, Solidarity against 

TPP Press Conference, Nash 

Square, Raleigh. 

• April 21, 9am-2pm, Women’s Ad-

vocacy Day.  Dream Hampton is 

keynote.  Inspiration, training, 

and time to talk to your reps. 

• April 27, 5:30pm, join us at 

NCGA to deliver NC NOW’s pro-

choice signature ad packets 

• April 28, 6:30pm, “The Vessel” 

screening at Aperture in Winston-

Salem. Triad NOW, AAUW, plus. 

• April 28 and 30th, 5:30pm, “The 

Hunting Ground” screening at 

Cameo Art House Theatre in  

Fayetteville 

• May 5—NC NOW Board meeting 

at NC NOW office, 10am 

********************************************

Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—first Sundays 

Chapel Hill NOW—first Tuesdays 

Charlotte NOW—second Mondays 

Durham NOW—7pm, the second 

Tuesday of each month. 

Fayetteville NOW—7pm, second 

Wednesday of each Month, Quaker 

House on Hillside Ave. 

Raleigh NOW—7:15pm, the first Tues-

day of each month, 2912 Highwoods 

Triad NOW—first Tuesdays, changing  

sites around Triad each time 

Can you believe the following statistics from a US Senate survey and report? 

• 1 in 5 undergraduate women are vic-
tims of sexual assault on campus. 

• Fewer than 5% of these rape victims 
report their attack to law enforcement. 

• 8% of institutions don't allow confiden-
tial reporting of rapes and sexual as-
saults. 

Senator Claire McCaskill (Missouri) had the US 
Senate survey campuses across the country and 
documented the findings in "Sexual Violence On Campus: How too many  
institutions of higher education are failing to protect students" at 
http://www.mccaskill.senate.gov/SurveyReportwithAppendix.pdf.  
This next statistic shocks again. 
 

• More than 40% of schools in the national sample have not con-
ducted a single investigation in the past five years 

So it is clear that a lot of reported sexual violence goes UNINVESTIGATED.  
However, according to the Senate survey/report, "federal law requires every 
institution that knows or reasonably should have known   (cont’d on pg 5) 

 Gailya’s voice: 
                                           We have been focused on communicating online,  

                 using a new email system.  To get news and  

          events and actions in a timely manner, the best 

plan is to send your current email address to president@raleighnow.org.  We 

can keep you up to date on NC NOW and local chapter news through email 

and fb.  NC NOW emails weekly legislative updates during the legislative ses-

sion as well.  2015 is the long session.  Long and painful session! 

   The NC Senate and House are both filing bad bills.  From SB 2, a religious 

discrimination bill, to HB465, a massive anti-abortion bill, to HB847, putting 

minors at risk.  NC NOW’s legislative updates cover these.  And this newslet-

ter includes information on actions on HB465 (pg 4) and HB166 (pg 5). 

   In good news, both the Senate and the House filed bills to ratify the Equal 

Rights Amendment in NC.  Join our Silent Sentinels vigils Apr 14 and 21.  

Read about ERA and Silent Sentinels on page 5.  And sign the petition!       

   We talk about campus rape and 2 great documentaries, both being shown.  

“The Hunting Ground” and “The Vessel” on page 5.   Campus Rape on page 1. 

   On the federal level, Attorney General nominee Loretta Lynch is still in in 

limbo, been waiting for the Senate to vote for over 150 days. And Lynch is 

not the first!  NC NOW has been involved in multiple press conferences on 

this and on TPP. Read more on our website, www.northcarolinanow.org.   

To Seem Safe Rather Than To Be Safe 

You won’t believe how dangerous college campuses are! 
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"Problems caused by the first and much smaller NAFTA 
have not been addressed yet, and are very telling as to 
what TPP could cause for workers, communities and 
women in developing countries and other countries in-
volved in TPP."  

NC NOW President Gailya Paliga says, "Like NAFTA and 
other trade agreements, the TPP threatens to surrender 
more power to big corporations at the expense of workers, 
communities, women and the environment." 

Almost 600 corporations and 12 countries are working out 
TPP in secret.  What are the corporations and leaders  

including that people and Congress may object to? 

What’s been going on... 

TRUST WOMEN RALLY- STOP PLAYING POLITICS WITH 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING SURVIVORS!  4/8/15, 2PM 

restrictions permanent and applied to private funds, 
not just tax dollars.  
  
   I spoke about getting fair treatment for Atty General 

Nominee Loretta Lynch.  As part of forcing the anti-abortion 

wording into the bill, the conservatives are holding up her 

nomination.  By April 13, when 

they return from spring break, 

she was already waiting for a 

vote on her nomination for 150 

days.  We tried to deliver peti-

tions to Sen. Tillis’ Office.  The 

Federal Marshals blocked us 

again.  See us waiting at door. 

  

 
This Trust Women Rally was telling our Senators to stop 

playing politics with Human Trafficking Survivors.  Organ-

ized by Naral Pro-Choice NC, the event included a press 

conference.  Gailya Paliga, President of NC NOW, Emma 

Akpan, Policy Director of NCWU, and Shoshannah Sayers, 

interim Executive Director of Naral all spoke.    

   We covered the situation with the Justice for Victims of 

Human Trafficking Bill being held up because the hard con-

servatives are trying to force antiabortion wording into the 

bill that would expand the HYDE amendment, making its   

Demonstration and Press Conference on our Senators’ re-

fusal to support Loretta Lynch—3/30/15, 3-5pm 

   The 3pm demonstration was very well attended—women and 

men, black and white.  There were at least 2 clergy with us, at 

least 2 attorneys.  Lots of activists, 

including Jamie Sohn. It was fol-

lowed by a press conference at 4pm.   

   Afterward, we were planning to 

deliver a very well-written letter to 

Senator Tillis, or at least to Tillis’ 

Senator Tillis’ directed Federal Marshals to bar our access to  

the Federal Building on Mar 30.  We were a peaceful and pro-

fessional group, organized by the NAACP-NC.  We had all 

signed a letter about supporting Atty General Nominee Loretta 

Lynch, and were trying to deliver it to Tillis. 

APRIL 9, PROTECT ACCESS, DEFEND WOMEN’S 

HEALTH (FIGHT HB465), NOON AT UNC-CH 

Photo Credit: H.Osborne 

office in the Federal Building at 310 New Bern Ave. We all signed 

it, and got in line to enter the federal building.  I think mostly 

women were planning to deliver the letter.  To our complete shock 

and dismay, the Federal Marshals wouldn’t let us enter!  We were 

told that Senator Tillis barred us from the building! There were 

simultaneous demonstrations in 3 cities (NAACP-NC) and Tillis  

barred citizens in at least 2 of those cities—Raleigh and Charlotte.   

   Our group mailed him the letter from the New Bern Post Office 

across the street from his office.  Photo credit: Kaitlyn Barlow. 

Photo Credit: Gailya Paliga 

North Carolina is hostile to abortion clinics (and to 

women!) and getting more so all of the time. This Protect 

Access/Defend Women’s Health rally was about House Bill 

465.  HB465 was introduced on April Fools Day - although 

it is no joke to women to have the waiting period for abor-

tions tripled to 72 hours. In a shocking twist, members of 

the NC House would CLOSE DOWN A TEACHING 

PROGRAM at UNC-CH and at ECU with this bill! 

The OB-GYN program at UNC-

CH is literally 5th in the nation!  

This bill would bar these state 

medical schools from providing 

training  of safe and legal abor-

tions. It also narrows the ex-

ception to the state’s 20-week  

abortion ban.  Durham NOW’s Wendy Michener and Ra-

leigh’s Wanda Schrader are in the picture.  Read more and 

TAKE ACTION with ‘Give a holler..HB465’ on page 4. 

SOLIDARITY AGAINST TPP PRESS CONFERENCE 

NASH SQUARE, RALEIGH.  APRIL 16, 10AM. 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is an international 
trade agreement that has been in the works for years.  TPP 
would grant even greater privileges to transnational corpo-
rations than NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agree-
ment), which went into effect on 1/1/94.   

As NC NOW wrote in "TPP and how trade agreements can 
hurt women especially," at 
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/tpp-
and-how-trade-agreements-can-hurt-women-especially/ 
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 SAFETY OF ABORTION AND STATUS OF CLINIC ACCESS IN NC  
 

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2015/02/24/safety-of-abortion-and-status-of-clinic-access-in-nc/ 

Some people are surprised to learn how many women get abortions in the US and how safe getting an abortion actually is. 

Also, abortion was accessible (mostly in urban areas) with less interference through 2011.  Do you know about 

the increase in interference with women, doctors and abortion increasing in NC and the national trend?  Find out here. 

One in Three women have an abortion by age 45 

Most people aren't aware how many women and girls have abortions in the US. 

Getting an abortion has become so stigmatized here that people are often afraid to talk about it.  Yet, according to the 

Guttmacher Institute at http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/sfaa/north_carolina.html, "Abortion is a common experience: At 

current rates, about one in three American women will have had an abortion by the time she reaches age 45."  This statis-

tic surprised even some NC NOW members at our Roe event on 2/5/15, “And Then There Was One.” 

Safety of Abortion 

What you may not realize is that abortion is extremely safe. According to the American Journal of Public Health, 2013, 

"A first-trimester abortion is one of the safest medical procedures, with minimal risk—less than 0.05%—of major compli-

cations that might need hospital care." 

And medical truths counter the list of supposed 'dangers of abortion' mandated by the 2011 WRTK law.  In fact, accord-

ing to "Abortion in Women’s Lives", New York: Guttmacher Institute, 2006 

"Abortions performed in the first trimester pose virtually no long-term risk of such problems as infertility, ectopic preg-

nancy, spontaneous abortion (miscarriage) or birth defect, and little or no risk of preterm or low-birth-weight deliveries." 

Progression of states hostile to abortion from 2000 to 2014 

Guttmacher has a beautiful graphic showing with 3 maps of America that "The number of states considered hostile to 

abortion skyrocketed between 2000 and 2014".  The progression of imposed laws is frightening.  See it at "2000-2014 

maps states" at http://www.guttmacher.org/media/infographics/2000-2014-maps-states.pdf.  This shows NC as being rea-

sonable with abortion laws in 2000 and 2010, but becoming hostile to abortion by 2014. 

In large part, this is due the conservative takeover of the NC General Assembly, and specifically to the so called Women's 

Right To Know (WRTK) law in 2011 and further in another bill in 2013.  See more about WRTK 

at https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2015/02/14/good-until-2011-when-omnibus-antiabortion-bill-was-passed-

over-veto/. You can follow the sordid history of the bill itself - with the history of differing versions and NCGA activity 

tracking -at http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/billlookup/billlookup.pl?Session=2011&BillID=H854 

In another note, WRTK bills have been introduced in states around the country, although not necessarily as fully stuffed 

as the version forced on North Carolina over the VETO of our Governor at the time, Governor Beverly Purdue.  At veto 

time, Governor Purdue said, 

"This bill is a dangerous intrusion into the confidential relationship that exists between women and their doctors. The bill 

contains provisions that are the most extreme in the nation in terms of interfering with that relationship. Physicians must 

be free to advise and treat their patients based on their medical knowledge and expertise and not have their advice over-

ridden by elected officials seeking to impose their own ideological agenda on others.” 

Few Available Clinics in NC 

In 2011, 17 abortion clinics were open and running in NC.  Over 120 Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) were open and 

running.  (Continued at “NC is Hostile to Abortion NOW, on pg 4) 



Take action against a really over-the-top anti-abortion bill, House Bill 465, titled "Clarify & Modify Certain Abor-
tion Laws".  As per NC NOW’s legislative update, “The war against women escalated with the introduction of 
House Bill 465. This bill goes beyond any other bill ever introduced in North Carolina.” 

Call Rep. Nelson Dollar, at 919-715-0795, and tell him how outraged you are about these new attacks on 
women and on doctors and medical students.  You can call and leave a simple message like, "Please tell Rep. Dol-
lar how outraged I am at HB465.  He has the ability to stop it.  He needs to stop it." 

If you want to go beyond the simple messages, here are some points you can use for HB465. 

• It would triple the waiting period for abortions from 24 to 72 hours 

• It would burden doctors and clinics with costly, time-consuming and unnecessary reporting requirements.   

• It requires clinics to send women’s medical records TO THE STATE (to DHHS) if abortion is near 20 weeks! 

• It would ban abortions (with few exceptions) in facilities connected to the UNC and East Carolina University 
medical schools. 

• It would bar these state medical schools from providing training in safe and legal abortions. 

• It would eliminate — or, at the very least, drastically reduce — the abortion training programs that are in 
place. UNC-CH’s OB-Gyn training program is 5th in the country (2015). 

• It narrows the exception to the state’s 20-week abortion ban by restricting what counts as a true medical emer-
gency (PP) 

• It would ban all doctors except OB/GYNs from performing abortions 

• It would also interfere with caring for women who have miscarriages. Treatment for miscarriage can be same 
as for abortion. 

 
Somehow they got four 'conservative' women to sponsor this awful bill. Reps. Jacqueline Shaffer, Pat McElraft, 
Rena Turner and Susan Martin. McElraft in particular has had notable quotes.  In one interview, she admitted that 
she hoped it would result in women giving birth to more “taxpayers!”  

GIVE A HOLLER, TELL NELSON DOLLAR TO FIGHT HB465!GIVE A HOLLER, TELL NELSON DOLLAR TO FIGHT HB465!GIVE A HOLLER, TELL NELSON DOLLAR TO FIGHT HB465!GIVE A HOLLER, TELL NELSON DOLLAR TO FIGHT HB465!    
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NC IS HOSTILE TO ABORTION NOW, FROM PG 3NC IS HOSTILE TO ABORTION NOW, FROM PG 3NC IS HOSTILE TO ABORTION NOW, FROM PG 3NC IS HOSTILE TO ABORTION NOW, FROM PG 3    
CPCs are set up by anti-abortion groups to look like health clinics, but with the goal of dissuading women from having 

abortion by any means (including outright lies).  Many CPCs are unregulated and unlicensed. That means that they don't 

have to follow privacy-protection laws like real clinics do, which is dangerous for patients. 

Today, Feb 24, 2015, NC is down to 15 clinics.  The Femcare clinic in Asheville closed in June of 2014. 

http://www.citizen-times.com/story/local/2014/06/27/asheville-abortion-clinic-close-saturday/11456093/.  Planned Par-

enthood has been trying to open another one in Asheville, but for now, the closest providers of abortion services are in 

Charlotte and Greenville, South Carolina.  The area has been without a clinic for 8 months (as of Feb 25, 2015). 

Abortion is a common procedure done for many women.  Yet US culture makes women afraid to talk about having abor-

tions.  Changes in laws through WRTK have made it much harder for women to get abortions at clinics, because they 

require women take more time off work and other responsibilities (at least 2 days rather than one), they can cause more 

expenses (ultrasound, lost work, fees for staying overnight and meals away from home, babysitting costs, etc).  They 

also work to shame women into not having abortions (state sponsored anti-abortion script, forced ultrasound with play 

by play on the exam). 

NC is now officially recognized as hostile to abortion, and to women.  Abortion restrictions are just part of it. 



 
TO SEEM SAFE, RATHER THAN TO BE SAFE, CONT’D FROM PAGE 1TO SEEM SAFE, RATHER THAN TO BE SAFE, CONT’D FROM PAGE 1TO SEEM SAFE, RATHER THAN TO BE SAFE, CONT’D FROM PAGE 1TO SEEM SAFE, RATHER THAN TO BE SAFE, CONT’D FROM PAGE 1    

about sexual violence to conduct an investigation to determine what occurred. " 

This federal law makes it more unbelievable and more unacceptable that the sexual violence goes uninvestigated. 
The survey also found the following. 
 

• More than 20% of the nation’s largest private institutions conducted fewer investigations than the 
number of incidents they reported to the Department of Education 

• Some of these institutions report as many as seven times more incidents of sexual violence than they 
have investigated. 

 
This is shocking and unacceptable behavior from educational institutions!!  How can this kind of violence, and this 
much violence regularly happen to America's young women on college campuses? 

This violence is further covered in a 2015 documentary, "The Hunting Ground," which features alumni from 
UNC-CH. Annie Clark and Andrea Pino were sexually assaulted and refused to let the system ignore them! You can 
read about the documentary and see the powerful trailer at http://www.thehuntinggroundfilm.com/.  NC NOW 
can't wait to see and share the documentary.  Like the ones on April 28 and 30th in Fayetteville.  Or work with your 
local  NOW chapter to set one up yourself in your area!  See the online article for the rest of the story and more arti-
cles on topic.  For Raleigh NOW, email president@raleighnow.org. 
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ERA SILENT SENTINELS VIGIL IN THE NEWS!! 
So much to tell you about progress with the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA).  ERA is the topic of a new book 

– “Equal Means Equal, Why the Time for an Equal Rights Amendment Is NOW” by Jessica Neuwirth, 2015.  

Oscar winning actress Patricia Arquette used part of her acceptance speech to push for women’s equality on 

2/22/15. And ERA was introduced in the NC Senate and the NC House in March, 2015!   

 

The reception before the originally planned Women’s Advocacy Day on 2/23/15 brought women from all over 

the state (including Charlotte and Asheville), and a big surprise.  Fearless Carla Cunningham announced on 

that she was introducing a bill to ratify ERA in the house.  NC NOW knew that, since we had been working 

with Marena Groll at NC4ERA and Robbie Madden and Nancy Glowacki at Ratify ERA NC to make that hap-

pen.  Senator Floyd B. McKissick Jr introduced SB184 in the Senate on 3/4/15, and Cunningham introduced 

HB166 in the House on 3/5/15.  Ms. Cunningham has gotten a ton of co-sponsors, but her bill is stuck in the 

Judiciary I committee. 

 

NC4ERA and NC NOW planned Silent Sentinel vigils to bring attention to HB166 and help move it out of com-

mittee.  We gathered outside of the committee chair’s office at 2pm on 4/14/15 with our NOW t-shirts and 

ERA signs, and 2 reporters!  And we plan to do it again after Women’s Advocacy Day (take 2), on 4/21/15. 

 

The AP article, by Gary Robertson, and starting with NC NOW and Fayetteville NOW’s Roberta Waddle, ran 

in the Charlotte Observer - http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article18933783.html  

 

NC4ERA made a change.org petition to encourage them to move HB166 along.  We need about 200 more 

signatures to take it to the next level and get more exposure.  Find it at https://www.change.org/p/pass-the-

equal-rights-amendment-to-the-u-s-constitution-vote-favorably-on-h166  

THE VESSEL DOCUMENTARY  

“The Vessel” follows a fearless sea captain as she sails through loopholes in international law, providing abortions on a 

ship in offshore waters. Dr. Rebecca Gomperts is full of wild ideas and Chutzpah!  Very inspiring film.   

Read more about it, and see more screening times and dates at http://vesselthefilm.com/ 
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

Take action against HB465 

and for HB166! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 

full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 

and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   

(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 

Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 

State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 
 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 

 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 

    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 

 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 

   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 

 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 


