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CALENDAR 

**2 0 1 6 ** 
 Spring and summer—NC NOW 

PAC Interviews around state on 
statewide offices. 

 Jun. 7 - Letter writing workshop 
to representatives & newspapers 

7:15pm, 2912 Highwoods Blvd. 
 Jun. 15 - Stand with teachers 

and students, NCAE Advocady 
Day, NCGA in Raleigh. 

 Jun. 20 - Trapped playing on 
TV—PBS.  

 Jun. 21 - Rezone in W. Raleigh - 
CPC next to abortion clinic  

 Jun. 24-26 - National NOW Con-
ference in Washington DC.   

 Jul. 30—Bennett 5 at Bennett 
College in Greensboro 

Aug. 26—Women’s Equality 
March in Durham, coalition 

 Aug. 27—Women’s Equality 
Event , Fayetteville NOW 

 Sep. 17—State Conference  
******************************************** 
Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—resumed May 22 

Chapel Hill NOW—first Tuesdays,7pm 

Charlotte NOW—second Mondays 

Durham NOW—second Tuesdays, 
7pm, Starbucks near 54/55 

Fayetteville NOW—second Wednes-
days, 7pm, at Quaker House on  
Hillside Ave. 
Raleigh NOW—the first Tuesdays, 
7:15pm, 2912 Highwoods Blvd 

Triad NOW—first Tuesdays, 7pm, at 
WGS library at Wake Forest University 

The current state of public education is so bad, teachers are protesting, some lit-
erally in the streets! Over 50 marched over two days from Durham to Raleigh to 
bring attention to the mounting problems facing their students.Wake Co. Elemen-
tary school teacher Kristen Beller said “[W]e know the reason our schools are 
not performing as high as they’re expected to is they’ve been stripped of re-
sources.” What does she mean? Books! Pencils! Paper! Staff! Teachers have to 
buy some of these themselves. Meanwhile, Beller said the classroom has become 
a safe haven for some of the lower income students. ‘We need more resources 
just to keep these children clean and fed.’  

There was an advocacy day at the 
NCGA, with a press conference full of 
beautiful and passionate speeches. My 
favorite part was the chants at the State 
Capitol while teachers waited to meet 
with Governor McCrory (cont’d on pg 5) 

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                        “The battle over the law known as HB 2 has  
         escalated significantly,” Robin Davis wrote in  
                    NC NOW’s weekly legislative update, emailed to 
members. The Justice Department sued NC, claiming HB 2 violates Title VII 

and Title IX of the Civil Rights Law by denying transgender people access to 

bathrooms consistent with their gender identity.  Cities are claiming big im-

pact. The Charlotte Chamber of Commerce estimated HB 2 causes losses of 

$285 million and $1,300 jobs. The Williams Institute, a think tank at the 

University of California at Los Angeles School of Law, estimated that not 

repealing HB 2 could cost the state nearly $5 billion a year. Meanwhile, the 

NCGA is fully attacking public education and trying to enshrine failed TABOR 

changes into NC’s Constitution. Are you getting the legislative updates? 

   See past events on page 2, including ERA-NC Alliance Launch in Winston-

Salem on Apr 12.  Press conference and panel on ERA were great, attendees 

included many WFU students. Some NC NOW members were extremely  

active in this effort, behind and in front of the scenes!  Longer article on our 

website (www.northcarolinanow.org) at “Best Cake Ever,” 4/15/16.  
   Article on unusual second primary on pg 4, and disappointment that another 

excellent African American woman is being blocked by an NC Senator - pg 3. 

   To get news and events and actions in a timely manner, please send your 

current email address to president@raleighnow.org.  Stay up to date on NC 

NOW and local chapter news through email and facebook.   

Public school system in crisis. STOP. Send money! STOP. 

http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/press/hb2-could-cost-north-carolina-almost-5-billion-a-year/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/15/best-cake-ever-and-other-highlights-from-era-nc-event/
https://www.facebook.com/NC-NOW-National-Organization-for-Women-180024368705304/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/06/16/teacher-message-public-school-system-in-crisis-send-money/
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What’s been going on... 

Documentary TRAPPED Screening— 

Triad and Raleigh NOW, May 2016 

Fayetteville NOW, Quaker House, and other organi-
zations presented another successful series of 
“Cracking the Code” to give a framework with which 
to explore racism. The series was planned for a night 
each month from April to June. More than 40 people 
attended each night, and some all 3. In all, more than 
100 people attended at least one night of the series. 

Best Cake Ever! And Other highlights from 

ERA-NC Alliance Launch Event 

This cake was served at the reception of our ERA-NC Alli-
ance event “Why the ERA, Why NOW?” on 4/12/16. The 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) is a proposed amend-
ment to the United States Constitution that would  
expressly prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex. The 
launch e ent, hich included a press conference, a panel dis-
cussion, and a reception, celebrated a coalition of women’s 
groups and individuals who are formally working together 
to get the ERA passed. ERA-NC ALLIANCE is a non-

   The press conference was led by Roberta Madden of  
RatifyERANC. Our guest speaker was Dr. E. Faye  
Williams, National Presi-
dent and CEO of the Na-
tional Congress of Black 
Women. Our last speaker 
was Gailya Paliga, President 
of NC National Organiza-
tion for Women. See speech 
on our website at 
“Why_we_need_the_ERA_and_why_we_need_it_now.”  
A panel discussion was held at 3:30pm. The room was 
filled with students and mostly women from around the 
state. Triad NOW President, Audrey Muck, moderated the 
panel with Williams and Paliga as well as Marena Groll 
(NC4ERA) and Dr. Michael Pisapia (WFU). More on website. 

   NOW members from Fayetteville, Winston-Salem, 

Durham and Raleigh delivered the Pro-Choice Signature Ad 

Packets to our legislators at their offices at the Legislative 

Buildings in Raleigh on Monday, 5/23/16.      

   This year our packet included a letter from NC NOW sum-

marizing anti-choice legislation and the harm that HB 2 

does, an article about anti-choice legislation signed into law 

in 2015, as well as an article about how disastrous HB 2 is 

for women.   

   We split into two groups (one per building) and  

delivered the packets in about an hour and a half.  

Afterward, we went to dinner together at Mellow  

Mushroom on Glenwood Rd. in Raleigh. Very nice! 

   We run our pro-choice signature ad in Indy Week every 

year to commemorate the Roe v. Wade anniversary. During 

the legislative session every year, we deliver packets includ-

ing signature ads to our legislators to remind them of the 

many pro-choice residents of our state.  We’re still accept-
ing donations for the ad! Use the donation form on pg 6 or 

donate online northcarolina.wordpress.com/donate-now. 

Marena Groll, Roberta Madden and Gailya Paliga  
presented the new ERA-NC Alliance organization to the  
NC Women Matter Coalition. NC is the first state to make 
such an alliance with ERA Coalition. Over 20 women’s 
organizations were represented at the NCWM meeting, 
some of which are already part of ERA-NC. They covered  

 what the ERA-NC Alliance is 

 the relevance and importance of the passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to women today  

 strategy—platform, district structure, recruiting for  
district team leaders, team leaders, team members  

 upcoming events (Election 2016, Equal Means Equal) 

Find out how to join and more at www.era-nc.org. 

Pro-Choice SIgnature Ad Packets Delivered 

Filmmaker Dawn Porter  
examines how TRAP (Targetted 
Regulation of Abortion Provid-
ers) laws affect doctors, patients 
and clinics in different states. 
TRAP laws allow another way to financially handicap and 
often close women's clinics.  
   The specific case (Women’s Whole Health v. Hellerstedt) 
"acknowledges how TRAP laws in Texas are designed to 
shut down more than 75% of all women’s health clinics that 
provide abortion services in the state cause. Shown in May. 

Fayetteville NOW—another successful 

Cracking the Codes series 

ERA-NC ALliance Presentation at NC Women 

Matter Coalition Mtg—May 26, 2016 

“Trapped” to be shown on PBS on Jun 20, 2016, at 10pm. 
Can’t overestimate the effect this Supreme Court case—
women could lose any practical access to abortion, wheth-
er it’s legal or not.  

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/15/best-cake-ever-and-other-highlights-from-era-nc-event/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/15/best-cake-ever-and-other-highlights-from-era-nc-event/
http://www.era-nc.org/join-us-for-our-formal-launch-event-and-panel-discussion/
http://www.era-nc.org/join-us-for-our-formal-launch-event-and-panel-discussion/
https://northcarolinanow.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/why_we_need_the_era_and_why_we_need_it_now-erancspeechwithlinks-12apr16.pdf
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/15/best-cake-ever-and-other-highlights-from-era-nc-event/
https://northcarolinanow.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/2016_sig_ad_letter_to_legislators-v6.pdf
https://northcarolinanow.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/ncs_antichoice_changes_in_2015-v3-for_legislators.pdf
https://northcarolinanow.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/ncs_antichoice_changes_in_2015-v3-for_legislators.pdf
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/07/nc-now-press-release-hb-2-hurts-women/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/07/nc-now-press-release-hb-2-hurts-women/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/donate-now/
http://www.era-nc.org/
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 Senator Burr Causes 10 Year Judicial Vacancy, by Gailya Paliga 

Ran in the Fayetteville Observer on May 22, 2016 

Fayetteville's own extremely well qualified former N.C. Supreme Court justice was nominated on 

April 28, 2016, to fill a longtime vacancy on the federal court bench in Eastern North Carolina. Patri-

cia Timmons-Goodson served as an associate justice on the Supreme Court of North Carolina from 

2006 to 2012. She also served on the N.C. Court of Appeals and as a District Court judge. In all, Tim-

mons-Goodson was a judge in North Carolina from 1997 through 2012. 

 

I was shocked to read that Sen. Richard Burr vowed to block her the same day that she was  

nominated. According to The Fayetteville Observer's story, "Obama picked Timmons-Goodson to fill 

a vacant U.S. District judge position in the federal court system's Eastern District of North Carolina, 

which covers 44 counties. The seat has been empty for more than 10 years." 

 

You may be surprised to learn that Burr has actually blocked two African American women from this 

position since 2013. The first woman Burr blocked for this position is one whom he himself had rec-

ommended in 2009 - Jennifer May-Parker. Her nomination timed out because Burr refused to sign 

the form to allow her nomination to be heard. 

 

Then and now, Sen. Burr refuses to do the U.S. Senate's job of advice and consent. Under the  

Constitution, presidential nominations for executive and judicial posts take effect only when con-

firmed by the Senate. Their job is to make sure the nominee is qualified, and if 

so, vote yes. Their opportunity to oppose a nominee is during the hearings. 

 

This vacancy was elevated to judicial emergency status years ago. Since this 

position is to serve Eastern North Carolina, this vacancy hurts North Carolina 

and Fayetteville directly. Timmons-Goodson served Fayetteville for decades. 

North Carolina and this court need her. 

 

Burr has caused and continues to cause the federal courts in North Carolina  

to be short-handed. Burr needs to fulfill his own constitutional responsibility 

and let the Senate do its job to fill this inexcusable 10-year judicial vacancy.    

Upcoming Women’s Events in 2016! Put them on your calendar NOW! 

1) Stand up for Raleigh Women’s Clinic on Tuesday, June 21, in Raleigh. Your presence will help! 
2) NC NOW/NC4ERA presenting in workshop and ‘poster session’ at national NOW conference, Jun 24-26 

3) NC Women Matter’s Bennett 5 Conference at Bennett College in Greensboro on Saturday, July 30 

4) Women’s Equality Day celebration in Durham on Friday, Aug 26 

5) Women’s Equality Day celebration in Fayetteville on Saturday, Aug 27 

6) NC NOW State Conference in Triangle on Saturday, Sept 17 

Senators Burr and Tillis and the Politics of Obstruction, by Gailya Paliga 

Ran in Asheville Citizen-Times Online on 5/27/16, in print in Asheville on 5/29/16, 

and online through USA-Today on 5/27/16! 

http://www.fayobserver.com/opinion/local_columns/senator-burr-causes-year-judicial-vacancy/article_49466bc5-57c6-5411-a64b-052210f13a42.html
http://www.citizen-times.com/story/opinion/contributors/2016/05/27/guest-columnist-sens-burr-tillis-politics-obstruction/85028100/


North Carolina had two primaries in 2016. The second primary of the year was expected to decide the future of North 
Carolina. We hope you voted! Here is why NC had two primaries, what was on the line during the second primary, and 
some reasons why this election was so important. 
 
Some great articles were published in May telling people about the second primary on June 7, and their titles made it 
clear they needed to get the word out! Titles like  

 News and Observer article, "The primary election no one in NC seems to remember," (5/17/16) 

 Salisbury Post editorial "There’s an election on June 7 too," (4/25/16)  

 “Make sure you are ready to vote on June 7, 2016!” NC NOW website, (5/23/16) 
 
“Many elections officials expect an abysmal turnout on June 7. Like really, really awful. Like less 
than 1 percent of the voters, in many congressional districts,”  wrote Fayetteville Observer Tim 
White in “Don’t be a no-show: This election matters,” (5/22/16).   
 
Two of the races were the result of lawsuits that ‘the State’ (being the NCGA and Governor) lost in 
court. The main races were for NC Supreme Court and US Congressional races.  Four individuals 
competed for a seat on the North Carolina Supreme Court, and Congressional candidates from 
both parties were on ballots across the state (whichever ones had primaries).  
 
In 2015, Republican legislators had basically cancelled the 2016 election for a Supreme Court justice! They did this (in 
House Bill 222) by instituting a new ‘retention elections’ system, which gives people in certain positions a choice wheth-
er to run in a traditional election (against other candidates) or shut them out and ‘run solo’ for retention.  
Conservative Justice Bob Edmunds chose to ‘run solo’ soon after the law passed. Retention elections would have also 
applied to Republican justices Barbara Jackson and Paul Newby, whose terms will expire in 2018 and 2020. In a reten-
tion election, the only choice is whether to keep the incumbent. If not, the governor would appoint a replacement. The 
Indy article points out something more frightening. Judge Ervin asked, “If this law were upheld,  could the General 
Assembly create a retention election for an incumbent governor?”  
 
Sabra Faires filed the lawsuit challenging that change in Faires v. State Board of Elections. Faires was one of the four 
candidates for NC Supreme Court. Let us all thank Sabra Faires again for challenging this terrible law, and winning!!! 
 
You may remember voting in the Congressional race in the first primary in March. However, that vote wasn’t counted, 
the one in the second primary was counted. The second primary was necessary because Congressional districts were re-
drawn as a result of a separate lawsuit. There were a few local races included, for example, a race for Wake County Supe-
rior Court judge.  
 
Another big difference in this primary was that there was no possibility of a runoff.  “Normally, candidates need to 
secure at least 40 percent of the vote in order to avoid a runoff.   Voting is always important, but this election is crucial!” 
according to "There’s an election on June 7 too." The candidate with the most votes advanced to the November elections. 

 
The Quiet Battle for the N.C. Supreme Court Matters More Than You Think (Indy Week, 5/18/16) calls this election "as 
important an election for the future of North Carolina as any that will be on the ballot this year." The 
Indy article included a great review of the latest move to keep the Supreme Court in conservative control, history of  
gerrymandering in NC.  In short, when North Carolina's gerrymandered districts were challenged in court as racially 
discriminatory, the NC Supreme Court upheld the gerrymandered districts, and Justice Edmunds wrote the majority 
opinion for the four ’conservative’ justices. Another example of ‘constitutional dubious legislation’ is NC’s school vouch-
er plan, the so-called Opportunity Scholarship Program. “The voucher plan] provides annual grants of up to $4,200 per 
student to private schools, religious schools, even home schools, with no standards for what's taught, who the teachers 
are, or what the students are learning—if anything."  During the 2016 short session, the Senate budget  
proposes to siphon an extra $10 million a year for the next 11 years for vouchers, leading up to some insane amounts of 
money being taken from public education for private schools under no constraints from the state.  
 
Find your voter information at NC Public Voter Search. Enter your first and last name, and county if you need to 
narrow it down, and click on the correct person. You’ll see lots of information including polling place, sample ballots and 
voting history (when you have voted, not for whom).  Be prepared to vote in November! 

Why did NC have the second primary on June 7, 2016? 
Why was it important? 

Page 4 NC National Organization for Women News 

http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article78145442.html
http://m.salisburypost.com/2016/04/12/editorial-theres-an-election-on-june-7-too/
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/05/23/make-sure-you-are-ready-to-vote-on-june-7-2016/
http://www.fayobserver.com/opinion/tim_white/tim-white-don-t-be-a-no-show-this-election/article_4941985d-ab98-5ce2-9646-a70ac280704c.html
http://m.salisburypost.com/2016/04/12/editorial-theres-an-election-on-june-7-too/
http://www.indyweek.com/indyweek/the-quiet-battle-for-the-nc-supreme-court-matters-more-than-you-think/
https://enr.ncsbe.gov/voter_search_public/


or his staff. Over a hundred teachers, students and advocates got to the Capitol during business hours - 4:45pm– and the 
doors were already locked. While one teacher tried repeatedly to reach someone in the Capitol—we waited, chanting 
and singing. Durham teacher Angie had written excellent chants. Here are a few. 
          "Money for jobs and education / Not for mass incarceration!" 

          "Your data doesn't really define us / teaching is more art than science" 

          "When education becomes for profit / how will the people ever stop it?" 

          "So sad some teachers, while getting paid / still qualify for Medicaid."  
   Teachers deal first hand with fallout from other bad decisions that NC has made, 
like refusal to expand Medicaid -disproportionately hurting single mothers (and 
their children), and HB 2 - since a closed community like a school is more likely 
to be in a Trans child's business. So their messages were varied—more money for 
education, expand Medicaid, repeal HB 2.                                                                  Photo credit: Yevonne Brannon 

   In the end, 14 teachers and advocates were arrested to bring attention to public school needs. The teenager next to me 
cried as her mom was arrested. Now it is up to us to tell our legislators to fund public education. 

     Join our NC NOW State Conference planning com-
mittee! Choosing theme, agenda, food, etc. Do you have 
items for a silent auction? Want to sponsor? 
     Interested in this election? NC NOW Political Action 
Committee does endorsements for statewide positions 
every year—we interview candidates around the state 
using formal interview forms for legislators, general 
statewide positions, and a different form for judges. We 
prefer to conduct interviews in person, and with 2 peo-
ple interviewing together so they can discuss their im-
pressions. As part of the interviews, we have a chance 
to educate on issues that concern us.  We do not post 
our forms.      
   Work on the Women’s Equality March in Durham. 
We may do similar to last year—gather at one site with 
some speakers there, and march to a larger spot with 
a formal stage, and have a large event.  
   Help in the NC NOW office. Soon we’ll send endorse-
ment letters for people we continue to endorse. We’ll 
work on new endorsements. We do a newsletter, and 
process the newsletter for mailing every few months.  
   More ideas: Collaborate on press releases. Write arti-
cles for website and newsletter. Keep active on facebook and/or twitter. Plan more events! Get Out The Vote! Screenings. 
Member outreach. Tabling.  

Contact president@raleighnow.org and we'll figure out what interests you and what you'd like to do.  
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Wisdom from the Internet 

Orlando Pulse Club Tragedy—103 shot, 49 people killed (plus shooter) 

A violent man armed with an assault rifle opened fire at one of the largest gay clubs in Orlando, Florida on Sunday, 
Jun 12, starting at about 2 a.m.  The club was having Latin night during Immigrant Heritage Month and Pride 
Month. We offer our heartfelt condolences to the families and loved ones of the victims. 

This tragedy has been declared the largest mass shooting in U.S. history. The massacre has put gun control and 
homeland security back in the national spotlight. It highlights how easy it is for people to get dangerous weapons.  

It is also a reminder of the intolerance, discrimination, and violence that too many LGBTQUI people face.  

Public Schools in Crisis. #Studentsdeservebetter! (Continued) 

Want to Help? OPtions here! 
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 
State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 

Are you receiving our Legislative Up-

dates? Members can get them! 


