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CALENDAR 

**2 0 1 6 ** 
 Mar. 17 - ERA and NC NOW 

presentation in Winston-Salem 

 Apr. 5 - coalition going to district 
meeting with Congressman to 
talk about problems with TPP 

 Apr. 5 - How to lobby and advo-
cate for your cause (or brush up 
on your skills!) - Triad NOW.  

 Apr - Jun - Cracking the Codes 
series in Fayetteville 

 Apr. 12—ERA-NC Alliance 
Launch! 3:30-5:30. See Pg 1! 

 May - date tbd—deliver pro-

choice signature ad packets 

 Spring and summer—NC NOW 
PAC Interviews around state on 
statewide offices. 

 Jun 23 - Gala for 50th anniver-
sary of NOW! 

 Jun 24-26 - National NOW Con-
ference in Washington DC.   

********************************************
Local NOW chapter monthly mtgs 

Asheville NOW—resuming in May 

Chapel Hill NOW—first Tuesdays,7pm 

Charlotte NOW—second Mondays 

Durham NOW—second Tuesdays, 
7pm, Starbucks near 54/55 

Fayetteville NOW—second Wednes-
days, 7pm, at Quaker House on  
Hillside Ave. 
Raleigh NOW—the first Tuesdays, 
7:15pm, 2912 Highwoods Blvd, in the 
breakroom. 
Triad NOW—first Tuesdays, 7pm, 
WGS Library at WFU 

Join NC NOW and other partners for the launch of a formal 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) Alliance whose mission is the 
ratification by North Carolina of the ERA!  The alliance operates 
in direct collaboration with the national ERA Coalition.   
 

The panel discussion “Why the ERA?  Why now?” begins at 
3:30pm, featuring Dr. E. Faye Williams, National President and 
CEO of the National Congress of Black Women;  Gailya Paliga, 
President of NC National Organization for Women; Michael  
Pisapia, Assistant Professor of Politics and International Affairs; 

and Marena Groll, founder of NC4ERA, which is now a project of NC NOW. The 
panel will be followed by a  reception.  Signed copies of Jessica Neuwirth’s 
book will be available for purchase - “Equal Means Equal.”   
 

Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 
Time: 3:30 – 5:30 pm (press conference at 2:30pm) 
Place: Wake Forest University, in Winston-Salem, NC 
Rooms: DeTamble Auditorium and Tribble Hall 
 

Note how convenient Winston-Salem is to so much of the state!   
This event is free and open to the public, but seats are lim-
ited, so please register at www.era-nc.org/join-us-for-our-
formal-launch-event-and-panel-discussion/ 

 Gailya’s voice: 

                                           So much happened in just a few months!  Thx  

          to everyone who was part of the pro-choice  

          Signature ad—we had over 450 names this  

year.  We will deliver those ads with a letter to all of our representatives 

in May.  Please contact us if you can help put the packets together or de-

liver.  Our joint Triangle Roe Event featuring ‘Vessel’ was great.  It is 
such an inspiring film—please try to watch it some way!  I love it for its 

inspiring message, but I have had to refer a few people to it for practical 

ways to stop pregnancies when other means didn’t work.  Article on pg 2. 
   So much is going on in national news.  Who can miss the presidential 

race and hopefully voted in NC’s early primary.  We had our own “She 
Wins We Win” events in NC involving multiple chapters on March 2 and 3. 
See article on 4.  Comments on Supreme Court change on pg 2.  

   To get news and events and actions in a timely manner, please send your 

current email address to president@raleighnow.org.  Stay up to date on 

NC NOW and local chapter news through email and facebook.   

   Your mailing label says if it’s time to join or rejoin NOW. Membership 
form on pg6. Please affiliate with the closest chapter to stay connected!   

NC ERA Alliance Kick-off—4/12/16! Wake 

Forest University in Winston-Salem 

http://www.eracoalition.org/
http://www.era-nc.org/join-us-for-our-formal-launch-event-and-panel-discussion/C:/Users/NC%20NOW/Documents/Articles%20as%20sources
http://www.era-nc.org/join-us-for-our-formal-launch-event-and-panel-discussion/C:/Users/NC%20NOW/Documents/Articles%20as%20sources
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What’s been going on... 

Vessel Screening 

Inspiration in Chapel Hill—1/28/16 Fayetteville NOW’s 16th annual Susan B. Anthony (SBA) 
event was an SBA Birthday Reception at the VFW Post in 
Fayetteville honoring retired Chief District Court Judge, 
Honorable A. Elizabeth Keever.  Article in Fay Observer. 

Charlotte NOW planned an action at Congressman Robert 
Pittenger’s Charlotte office following another Roe event.  
He has a strong “anti-abortion” stance.  Charlotte also did 
an event for International Women’s Day on 3/8/16. 

Supreme Court changes—Roe Foe Dies 

With the passing of Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia on 
2/13/16, the 8 justices left on the court are pretty evenly ideo-
logically split. Women and girls benefit in the short term, but 
our future will depend on Scalia’s 
and other replacements, which 
are lifelong appointments. When 
the Supreme Court is split, the 
decision falls back to the lower 
court’s decision. Often lower 
court decisions are better for fem-
inists! Not in the Zubik case. 
More at www.northcarolinanow.org.Photo Credit:New Yorker  

Sneaky passage of HB2 shocks & enrages! 

Over 500 people at the UUFR!  Photo Credit: Kevin Edinger 

HB2 purported to stop an ordinance about bathrooms in Charlotte 
but actually went on to block local ordinances around the state on 
protecting rights and on minimum wage. This bill was filed and 
passed on Mar 23 during a second ‘Special Session’ called by the 
NCGA, and signed by Governor McCrory the same day.  By Mar 
24, protests and rallies were organized around the state including 
2 in Raleigh (one at UUFR with ACLU-NC pictured above). 
Since then, there has been a huge backlash of opposition from 
businesses, entertainment, and sports organizers, and elected offi-
cials inside and outside of NC.  However, most people don’t real-
ize the several huge changes HB 2 made to NC law.  Read NC 
NOW’s statement on how HB 2 is disastrous for Women pg 3.  

Audrey Muck, President of Triad NOW, plans activities for 
meetings every month.  In February, she had Marena Groll 
discuss the efforts in North Carolina to renew the push to 
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. In March, they had a 
social evening and movie night, featuring Miss Representa-
tion, about the lack of women in power as well as how 
women are portrayed in the media.  In April, she is plan-
ning a speaker on lobbying, title “Brush up on your lobbying 
& advocacy skills” with Marlene Sanford, President of 
TREBIC, who had a 31 year career in government relations 
& lobbying! Contact president@triadnow.org 

Congratulations to Fayetteville NOW and Fayetteville's Quaker 
House on receiving an award for their work on racial justice and 
working against violence. Roberta Waddle from Fayetteville 
NOW/NC NOW and Lynn Newsom from Fayetteville’s Quaker 
House are pictured with Ron 
McElrath and members of the 
Human Relations Commission 
at the Human Relations 
Awards “Recognition and 
Scholarship Banquet” on 
3/31/16.  
Photo Credit: Frank B Maness 

Triad NOW meetings are events!   

Look at Feb, Mar and April! 

    

 

 

Durham, Chapel Hill and Raleigh NOW 
were excited to bring inspiration for the 
Roe v. Wade anniversary this year. 
'Vessel' delivers!  It is a pro-choice film 
and also an activism film.   
 

See what one person with a vision can 
do! Learn with the crew new ways to 
deal with obstacles. Discover some 
bold ways to bring attention to your 
cause. This group has chutzpah! 

Historic  

Thousands on 

Jones St—

(HKonJ) 

2/13/16  

in Raleigh 

Went with (and ran into) lots of activists 
and friends at the HKonJ march and 
rally on Feb 13, 2016. We started at the 
BTI center and walked with thousands to 
Fayetteville St.across from the Legisla-
tive Building. The cold didn't keep us 
away! Well organized event. The  
empower women to vote sign is a  
personal favorite! HB465 has state tracking 
women’s medical records now. 
Photo Credit: Nancy Shoemaker  

 

SBA Event in FayettevillE—2/25/16 

events in Charlotte—1/23/16 & 3/8/16 

Fayetteville NOW Wins Community  

Award for work on Racial Justice 

http://bit.ly/23nCL6f
http://bit.ly/23nCL6f
http://bit.ly/23nCL6f
https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/08/supreme-court-case-zubik-v-burwell-attacks-birth-control-coverage/
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 4/7/16 Press Release on the OUTRAGEOUS OVERREACH of HB 2—from the special 

session itself to the late filing of the bill to the terrible shocking changes within. 

Press Release: NC NOW: HB 2 Disastrous for Women 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Contact: Gailya Paliga, President of NC National Organization for Women (NC NOW) 
Phone number: 919-539-7702 
Email address: president@raleighnow.org 
Website: www.northcarolinanow.org  

NC NOW: HB 2 Disastrous for Wo e  

Raleigh, NC, 4/7/16 – Much of the public discussion over HB 2 has focused on its harm to the LGBT community (which 
includes women) and the backlash of opposition from businesses, sporting event organizers, and elected officials inside 
and outside of NC.  However, the new law goes way beyond the LGBT community.  The extensive changes to protec-
tions in this bill (now law) hurt women in shocking ways. 

 “HB 2 eliminates all existing state law remedies for women from being demoted, transferred, or ter-
minated from their job because of their sex,” according to Rick Glazier, in “18 Questions, 18 Answers: The Real 
Facts Behind House Bill 2,” 4/1/16. Rick Glazier is the Executive Director of the NC Justice Center, a lawyer, and the for-
mer Representative of Cumberland County, which he served for 7 terms. 

 In fact, the new law prevents workplace discrimination claims for all North Carolina workers from 
North Carolina courts, nullifying 30 years of common-law precedent and forcing people who say they’ve been unfairly 
fired from their jobs to turn to the federal courts for relief,” according to Greg Lacour, in “The HB2 Provision Few Are 
Talking About,” 4/4/16.  Federal courts are harder to navigate and usually more expensive, making it less accessible for 
women who still earn less than men. “In 2014, female full-time workers made only 79 cents for every dollar earned by 
men, a gender wage gap of 21 percent,” according to the Institute for Women’s Policy Research. 

 In addition, HB 2 targets women with the restriction on minimum wage. According to a report from the Na-
tional Women’s Law Center released in May 2015, women represent close to two-thirds of minimum wage workers in 
North Carolina, and in the nation. “Women and racial minorities are minimum wage workers the state is willing to put at 
great risk, even doubling the problems for women of color,” said Marena Groll, who is working on the April 12th launch of 
an alliance of groups working toward the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA).  Groll is founder of NC4ERA, which is a pro-
ject of NC NOW. 

 And furthermore, “HB 2 overturned and eliminated all existing local ordinances and any ability to enact 
family leave policies, child welfare protections, limits on the number of consecutive hours an employee may be required 
to work without a break or health insurance standards for any contractors in their community,” according to Glazier. 

NC NOW’s President Gailya Paliga said “Women are fed up with laws like HB 2 that diminish our rights so  
significantly that they reinforce the need for constitutional protection for women.” 

It’s difficult to overestimate the damage this law has done to women in NC. It deserves to be repealed immediately to stop 
the damage to our people, our economy and to North Carolina’s reputation.  

Call these people to voice your opposition: 

Governor Pat McCrory 
Email through https://governor.nc.gov/contact/email-governor 
(919) 814-2050 

Rep. Tim Moore (R-Cleveland) 
Speaker, NC House of Representatives 
919-733-3451 
Tim.Moore@ncleg.net 

Sen. Phil Berger (R-Rockingham) 
President Pro Tempore 
(919) 733-5708 
Phil.Berger@ncleg.net  

https://northcarolinanow.wordpress.com/2016/04/07/nc-now-press-release-hb-2-hurts-women/
http://www.northcarolinanow.org/
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
http://www.charlottemagazine.com/Charlotte-Magazine/April-2016/The-HB2-Provision-Few-Are-Talking-About/
http://www.charlottemagazine.com/Charlotte-Magazine/April-2016/The-HB2-Provision-Few-Are-Talking-About/
http://www.iwpr.org/initiatives/pay-equity-and-discrimination
http://www.era-nc.org/join-us-for-our-formal-launch-event-and-panel-discussion/
http://www.era-nc.org/join-us-for-our-formal-launch-event-and-panel-discussion/
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=18-questions-18-answers-real-facts-behind-house-bill-2
https://governor.nc.gov/contact/email-governor


We had a rocking press conference and pep rally at the Legislative Building in Raleigh on Thursday, Mar 3, 2016.   

Ellie Smeal, Co-founder and President of Feminist Majority, and Terry O’Neill, President of NOW, joined NC women’s 
rights leaders, and student leaders to share why Hillary Clinton has helped our main issues or inspired us individually. 

Speakers included leaders and advocates for access to reproductive health care, civil rights, LGBTQ issues, equal access 
to education, and more.  We agreed that Hillary’s campaign is the first presidential campaign in history to prioritize 
feminist issues, and to champion the fact that we cannot close the income gap and build a more robust economy without 
dealing with injustice based on sex, race, gender identity, ethnicity, and homophobia. 

The 3 part event included a press conference, a rally, and then a 
more intimate discussion with Ellie Smeal and Terry O’Neill.   

We had the press conference in the press room at the Legislative 
Building.  The line up was as follows. 

Gailya Paliga, NC NOW President, Welcome and Emcee 

Rep. Carla Cunningham, NC District 106 

Sen. Floyd McKissick, Jr., NC District 20 

Mandy Carter, former Secretary of DNC Lesbian & Gay Caucus 

Melissa Reed, Planned Parenthood Votes! South Atlantic 

Madison Kimrey, youth activist 
UNC-CH student activists                                                                  
Ellie Smeal, Feminist Majority President                                           UNC-CH stude ts speaki g 

Terry O’Neill, NOW President                                                        Photo C edit: Se . M Kissi k’s Oi e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madison Kimrey and Ellie Smeal                   Ma e a G oll a d Se ato  M Kissi k Ellie S eal tha ki g Ma dy Ca te  

Photo Credit: MC Kimrey                               Photo C edit o  oth: Se . M Kissi k’s oi e 

All of the speeches were excellent and some were exceptional!!  Fiery teenager Madison Kimrey’s speech, for example.  And 
Ellie Smeal had the whole room bursting into applause!  A group of students came from UNC-CH on a bus to speak and par-
ticipate, and students from other universities attended as well. The students included a reporter from UNC-CH’s Daily Tar 
Heel, who covered the event in “Clinton Supporters Rally in Raleigh“.  

Enjoy Madison’s speech at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8dQUbqjPuQ   

Rep. Carla Cunningham’s speech is at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxeN6lSUIJo&feature=share 

Ate  the p ess o fe e e, e o ed to the audito iu , he e e o i ued ith speake s fo  a othe   i utes! Speak-
e s i luded Beth Dehgha  f o  Wo e NC i ig aio /glo al pe spe i e , Melissa Rollizo f o  De o ai  Wo e  of 
Cu e la d Cou ty pulli g all o e  i , Pat O a ge f o  Wo e ’s Fo u  of NC e ual pay , Pat Sledge pe spe i e of 

Rocking She Wins We Win Events  
with National Feminists Ellie Smeal and Terry O’Neill—3/3/16  
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http://www.makers.com/ellie-smeal
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/terry-oneill/
http://www.makers.com/ellie-smeal
http://www.dailytarheel.com/article/2016/03/clinton-supporters-rally-in-raleigh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8dQUbqjPuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxeN6lSUIJo&feature=share


Photo Credit: Yevonne Brannon 
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Du i g the ally, Melisssa Rollizo pi tu ed let  led us i  ha ts hi h just ade it 
o e fu ! A o  a d daughte  tea  e t up the e a d 11 yea  old Vi gi ia 

spoke fo  he  a d he  o , P ofesso  Ashley Si o s-Rudolph.  

We continued to a third space for a more intimate meeting with Ellie and Terry. 
Jamie Sohn told me she thought that third part made the event even more special! 

Thanks to  Rep. Carla Cunningham and Sen. Floyd B. McKissick Jr. for their tire-
less work for women, for sponsoring the “She Wins We Win” event and for speak-
ing at the press conference. 

Thanks to all of the women and women’s organizations who were part of this 
event (many mentioned here). 

Ellie Smeal, President of Feminist Majority, and Terry O’Neill, President of NOW, went around NC to visit college 
campuses and meet with activists, local leaders, and students.  They did campus tours on March 2, 2016.  Charlotte 
NOW President Cindy Thomson joined Ellie and Terry at the campus meeting at UNC-Charlotte, at 1pm. 
 

Triad NOW president Audrey Muck spoke alongside Ellie and Terry at Bennett College in Greensboro at 7pm.  

Wake Forest Professor and author Dr. Melissa Harris-Perry had hosted a weekend program (The Melissa 
Harris-Perry Show) on MSNBC since 2012.  It was a current affairs and political commentary program.   
According to “Is #MSNBCSoWhite? The departure of Melissa Harris-Perry raises the issue”, 2/29/16, “Harris-

Perry often offered a fiery take on racial relations, and frequently booked guests who appeared infrequently 
elsewhere.” 
 

There was a period of about 4 weeks of pre-emption of her weekend show, some due to election coverage. 
Before leaving, Dr. Harris-Perry sent an email to her staff explaining why she decided to walk away from the 
show on which she worked so hard. The whole email is available online, but she wrote in part, 
"Here is the reality: our show was taken—without comment or discussion or notice—in the midst of an elec-
tion season. After four years of building an audience, developing a brand, and developing trust with our  
viewers, we were effectively and utterly silenced. Now, MSNBC would like me to appear for four inconse-
quential hours to read news that they deem relevant without returning to our team any of the editorial control 
and authority that makes MHP Show distinctive." 

“The purpose of this decision seems to be to provide cover for MSNBC, not to provide voice for MHP Show. I 
will not be used as a tool for their purposes. I am not a token, mammy, or little brown bobble head. I am not 
owned by Lack [NBC News Chairman Andrew Lack], Griffin [MSNBC President Phil Griffin], or MSNBC. I love 
our show. I want it back. I have wept more tears than I can count and I find this deeply painful, but I don’t 
want back on air at any cost. I am only willing to return when that return happens under certain terms" 

As Triad NOW President Audrey Muck wrote, “We are very sad for the loss of Melissa Harris-Perry on 
MSNBC, and for the curtailing in general of black women's voices in the media, not to mention the attempt to  
gerrymander Congresswoman Alma Adams out of her 12th district seat.”   

We hope to see Dr. Harris-Perry back on the air somewhere soon. 

NC Campus visits with Ellie Smeal and Terry O’Neill,  
Chapter Presidents speak in Charlotte and Greensboro—3/2/16  

Melissa Harris Perry Boldly Refused To Host MSNBC Show  
After Losing Editorial Control 

http://www.makers.com/ellie-smeal
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/terry-oneill/
https://www.washingtonpost.con/lifestyle/style/is-msnbcsowhite-the-departure-of-melissa-harris-perry-raises-the-issue/2016/02/29/8bc69096-df06-11e5-8d98-4b3d9215ade1_story.html
https://medium.com/@JamilSmith/melissa-harris-perry-s-email-to-her-nerdland-staff-11292bdc27cb%23.ok5p2p16u
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Be sure to “Like” NC NOW National Organization for Women on Facebook! 

    MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Count me in! I want to join NOW and commit myself to take action: to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of American society now, exercising all privileges 
and responsibilities in a truly equal partnership with men. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________   
(Former/Returning member, different name? ___________________________________) 
Address:  _____________________________________  City: _____________________ 
State: __________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: (H)_________________________ (W)________________________ 

(Important!) E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

 

  I want to affiliate* with my local NOW chapter. (signature)____________________________ 

 (*Affiliation with a chapter assures that you will receive local newsletters and special notices.) 
 Annual Dues: $35     ($15-$34 -- student / limited income. 
    NOW does not wish to exclude members because of income.) 
 (Annual dues include membership in NOW, at the National, State and local Chapter levels) 
   I want to make a donation to Raleigh NOW________ or NC NOW _________ (check which) 
 Amount enclosed: $ ______________  

Mail this form and dues to: Raleigh NOW, PO Box 25331, Raleigh, NC  27611 

How HB 2 is Disastrous for Women! 

ERA-NC Alliance launch event - 4/12/16! 


